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11378thAW 5. Iktter to the President Project MILLRACEand Additional
} ~et~ng -
] 5-2&58

3iiotsfor peratlon HA

(Wmral Starbirddi.scus~edwith the Conui.ssloncrsthe

qucsti.onof includingadditionalshots i.nOpOrationIi4RM?ACK.

Mr. FloberC cmmented that IW. Ubby l~adcal~~~late@thatapP~xl-

matcly eight rfleGatonsof fisfiionyield would be Cc!-itributc.l”t~ the

atmosphereby the shots already approvedfor operationHARM!ACK.

General Starblrd replied that the total figures for the amount of

fission that would be spreadworld-widewas now sonewhathigher

than Mr. JXbbylsoriginal calculations.

(lcncralStarblrd then reviewedth~ additionalshots to be

included in HNWMCK and said their co!?a?lb~tionto the atzocsphere

-2G> of fallout would not be significant. However, If one of the
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contingency shots now being considered

there might necessarilybe an Incrtiax?

on falloutfrom the test.

Curing the precedingdi~c’ussion,

for HAP.?YIACKis included,

In Mr. llbW:8 calculations

Col. Sherrtll Qft the

meeting briefly.

Mr. Potts said he

inc~ded figures on the

surprise that there was

believedHr. Libbyls cmL@nal calculations

proposed ccntl;~encyshot and expressed

.acolle.f(iernblei~,2rcfi9cin the estimated

figures on HARUI?ACKfaliout.

At this point, !k. GrQhW~ lcft the me@tlWbrlef~”

Referringto a chart,GenePal Starbirdex~lainedIn detail

the stze of the proposedadditionalshots and contingencyshots as

~eil aa the est~ted ~~orld+$j.defalloutfron these shots. He. —— .———. ,..
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aloo noted the total fallout

Llbbyls calculations.

Mr. Flober& questioned

the additionalshots In view

number of weapons and amount

was originallysubmittedfor

from these shots in relationto Mr.

whether the Presidentwould approve

of his reportedconcernabout the

of taUout when the HAIWJ?ACKprogram

approval. Mr. Vance commentedthat

tn view oI?the present InternationalcUnate with respectto

nuclearweapons tests, he did not belteve the Presidentwould

ques’ttoninclusionor additionalshots since HARDTACKmi~ht be

the last test series.
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GeneralStarbirclpointed out that the letterto the president ii
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would also requesthis approval of Pro~ect MILiJiACEtc be
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conductedat the Nevada Te~t Site during the fall of 1956. However$

If MILIRACEwere noh to bc approved,an additionalshot and a

one-pointdetonationtest shot would be requestedfor HARDTACK

in lICU of iiHLRACE,

M?, Graham said +n effort shouldbe made to obtain approval

of the undergroundshot, IIowever,111going to the Presidentragarck

i.ngadditionalshots fo:-WRIT,lCK,t!-mrcshouldbe a final

answer on the tutal fissionproducb that would be contributedto

the atmosphereby the shots aluoadyapprovedand now bclng .-i4
requestedfor HARIYI?ACK.Gmcral Starbird said this total figure, , ~,
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In response

said use of clean

h a commentby

weapons for the

,.,

Mr. Graham,GeneralStarbird F

!,J,
Johnston Island shbts would

not provide tk data needed by the DOD.

At this point, W, Strauss entered

Mr. Vance briefly rovtcwedfor Mr.

the meeting.

Strauss the proposal

that a letterbe sent to the Presidcrltrequesti~ approvalof

Project MILIJk4CEand an additionaltwo shots and one contingency

si~ot for OperationHARDl?ACK,General Starbi.rdrepeatedthat If

MILLRACqwere mt approved,two additionalshots would k Included
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in HARDTACK In lieu of MILUWCE.
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In responseto a commentby Mr. Graham on the importance .:i

4. of the unciergroundshot in MUUACE, Mr. Strauss said he had

provided the ?xwsidcnta copy of the (3ACrecommendationregarding

undergroundshots. HQ obecrved,however, that the recommendation
I

does not now !laveuna:]imuuGAC support.

The Commissioners?xquestedthat the letter to the President

be circulatedfor thet~ reviewprior to dispatchand that DOD

concurrencein the proposalalao be obtained.

After discussion,the Commission:

Approved for transmittalto the Presidenta letter

requestingapprovalof additionalshots for (lperatlon

HARDTACKas well as approvalfor ProjectK!LZRACE,

I

..
At this point, other members of the staff entered the

meeting.
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