RG

Collection (0 FA 2ot n-in

L)y wEULGLU BdOUI, ULLVCLSLLY oL Hawall

e

-t ° . ST ~

"N for quotation or publication.

_ 408376
CTHE BIKINML STOXY IN BRIR . /){

*Thie natives ard actually and literally dying of starvatica.” llarold L.

t

Ickes used these wotds to desceribe the conditica of 1060 larshallese natives,
former rasideants of Bikini Atoll., The commuplry to whica he referred on
September 29, 1947, in his syndicated coluwn "Man to Maa," had cwos years
carlicer baen zeomoved {rom Bikini to wake way for atom bowmb eupurinzatzclon in

the interests of United States naticuar defeuse, The columnist, a former

Secretary of the Interiocr, based his statemcnt on a report conceraning the welfare

o

of displace

L
[
¢}
e
(ol
¢

Bikiniaus on Rongerik Atoll wherce they had been resetvled
charges were directed at the U. S. Navy's administration of the islanders,

an interim responsibili

f‘t‘

y which that agency bore for all of the Marshalleze
and other island peoples residing in the Trust Territory of the Pacific YIslands.
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Regardless of political wotivarions poss
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and in the subsequent denilals by those charged, Icke
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national attentica to a peopic who, oua o much smaller scale, were ucderzcing

experiences not unlike those of millions of displaced persous in the poitwar
world. The American public was foreccfully reminded of the decision teken in

January, 1946, by the Joint Chicfs of Staif in Washington to couduct atonmic

ct

weapous testing on the isolated atoll of Bikini in the northern Marcshalls, &
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the expoase of the human occupants whe nad to be rescttled on another isiand.
vacustion ¢f Diklail Atoll BEST COPY AVA!LABLE

“Bikiuiaas first lcarned of thic decision on February 10, 19546, whea

P

the American governor of the Marshallc paid 2 visit to Bikini. Througn an

faterpreter he told the islanders of the Washington proposal. o asked fox
thelyr co-operation., Fainily heads sitiiny inlorwally in the local council

discussced the matter at lcngth, awd chely leader answered the goveraor favorably,
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In the followiny month, many discussions and conferences were heold to

consider possible sites for relocation. Most {slaunds and atolls in the
Harshallé were already inhabited, and those not occupied offered few inducements
for permanent habitation. The adainistration sought advice frow the paramount
cuief who then lived on Kwajalein Island ard according to tradition held titie
to the atoll of Bikini. For gonerations Bikinians had used the land and ite
products in 2 manner reminiscent of feudel Europe in the Hiddle Azes. Several

atoll sites were investizateds; 21l lsy ia the northern Marshallsz cloze to
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Bikini but sﬁfficicntly distant to escape danger from the atomic experis
Llternative possibilites were eliminated for varied reasons. The final
selection, agreed to by the Bikinians and approved by the adizinistraticn, waz
Rongerik Atoll, about 135 miles easf of Bikini in approximately the same

latitude.

Rongerik was uninhabited. From tcime to time small parties £rom nearky

'

Rongelab Atoll came by canoe to collect coconuts and arrowroot. Konoerik is
smaller than Bikini both in its land and lagoon and while its resourcez ware

less abundant the aduministration judged them to be adequate for the

Preparations for rescttlement began at Rikini with an inventory of properties
to be sbandoned, i.e. houses, trees, and landholdinzs. Pandanus lcaves were
sluere

athered for thatch, canocs were dismantled, and sersonal belonninzs
¥ y > 2

collected, sorted, and packed in boxes-or wrapped in pandanus mats, |
(-)\k‘Yl‘l . -. B

Twenty-two men and some U, S. naval persomncl labored for days on Roigerik,
A

i
building ten:s frames, latrines, and concrete cisterns for the now vi%lude.
- . - - . ‘ .3 X ¢ £y
A naval landing ship came from Kwzjalein to move the Bikinian populstion.

Oa the afterncon of March 7 the governor cnd his aides agzin coaferred with

}
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the assembled Bikinians and reviewed inciructicns for passage to Rongeriic.
later, at the small cemctery where the villagers had buried their ancistors
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for gencrations a church service solenninad the £inal farcweli. Frem the
shore of the placid lagoom, a constant flow of i{slanders chrrying their
posscssions went aboard the ship. Outrigger canoes were lachad fimmly on the
top deck. The migrants, numbering 152, rolled out their glecping wats In
assigned places on the deck of the loadcd.ship. A movie was the only high
light of an uneveatful veoyage. The next morning the ﬁikinians arrived at.
Rongoerik,
As they entered Rongerik Lagoon the migraants saw, on the main f3land,
the tent dwellings which had been sct up for them., These were {mmediately

1

allocated by Juda aad the atoil council, By that evening the islanders had
taken their possessions ashore and moved into their new quarters. The initial
reaction of the people was not enceouragiag. lNowever, conditions imprevea

somawhat as work progressed 1o layiag cut o more perwmanent sattlement
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administration provided food for scvoral wee

to obtain food locally by their customary techaiques
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On March 23 when construction at Rongerik was completed, all Axmerican
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personnel returnod to Kwzjalein and the wmigra
Marshallese community, were on their own. At Bikini and Rwzjalein the following
months were filled with hectic ectiviiy as the Americans prepered for the etem
boab tests, Rongerik offered welcome relief from the pressuxes of military
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ducties, and visitors frequently arrived. News photographers, pros
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and even radio broadcastecrs traveled to Ronjgorik on the governer's invication
and the Bikinians soou received a cons able amount of questionable publicity.
Unknowing press men, for example, referred to the local head of the =atoll
council as "Xing" Juda, much to the znunoyance of

’e S AT A ¢ 4. orm - P el . o T Ay ey
Ywajolein, Yew Acericans really endorstocd what resctilemanr melat

community and most of thewm cexpressed only passing interest in "just another



curiosity" of the posrtwar racific.
The first atom bomb exploded over the ship-studded lagoon at Rikini on

July 1, i9b6. The second bomb was detonated underwater tweunty-four days later.,
Life magaziné stated that, "“if all the ships at Bi&ini had been manned, the
Baker Day bomb would havc.killed 35,000 cxcwmen," But when Juda was later
invited to view the results he saw coconut palms still preducing well. The
lagoon still possessed thet unruffled screnity he had known before. He. did
uot understand this, and he was not able to inforum hic people abour the
radioactivity which had condemned the 2toll and its watere for years to come.

Homesickness for Bikini mounted on Rongevik. The months pasced

[4¥

. and local
b}

resources bpegan to prove inadequate for the community's needs.

Crisis orn Roneerik

& full year passcd before Bikinilans again made headlines in the American

pres

147}

. Beginning in early 1947 the administration had become zware of

increasing unrest at Roagerik. The field tyrips made pericdically throughout
the Harshalls brought back compleinte from the Rongerik residencs
thing after another. &ll of these reports caphasized the strong de

nigrants to return to bikini. They did not realize, nowever, that s
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vas now out of the question., The administration considered other po
*
to relieve the stress but came up with no solution. £ field wedical

reported in July that the Bikinians had declined physicelly to an slc
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degrea. In his opinion the fault lay with the inadequate food resoude
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The govexrnor appointed a board cousistlinsg of several naval oif
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@ civilian agriculturisc employced in th en2ral vehabilitacioa of
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Marshalicese cconoxny to
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nvestipgoate the situation, A report subnit
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Auguat by the specialist had informed tlic goveimor about the insufficient



natural food on Rongerik. The board proposcd that the cowmwnity be

supply of

noved again. Threo rclocation sites were evaluated., Ujae Atoll, already
1nvcstig$tcd in 1946, was rojected a sccond time becauce of the many Harshallece
fanilies who already lived there. Ujelang Atoll, over 200 miles southwest of
Bikini and used by the Japanese before the wer as a copra plantation, was
uninhabited. The third possibility was Xili, an uninhabited island iIn the
southernrost part of the Marshalls, zlso exploited formerly by the Japa?euc for
its coconut plantings,

The sdministration was ready to carry out a second transfer of the people

‘s

but the problem of seleccting a gite delayed action for some tiaz. After Ujez

(™

had firally been eliminated, the choice remainzd between Ujelang ond Kili.
Though Xili held an advantage as a rich oad luxuriant iglaend in the ralny
southern Marshalls, it lacked a lagooa which made landing from the sea a
hazardous operation in any buf the calmest woather., The administration
approved Ujelang as the only practical possibility. There was further dalay

H
f
until the Bikinians themselves were coavinced of the desiraebility of sctrtling

on Ujelang since they continued to have fond nemories of Bikini. Iekes!
caustic comments caught the administrztion at this point of native indecision.
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In mid-Octobor several Rongerik council menmbers were taken to!Ujelang to
%

appraise the site firsthand. When they rceturncd to Rongerik and reported th
[5e 3

ir
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observations, the community agreed to move to Ujelang. The administration
. |
immadiately proceaded to carry out the pions which had already been developed.

: i
In November, a party of young Bikinions and U. S. naval personnai lianded on
Ujelang from a ship lozded with lumber, building materials, and a caacrnt

mixer, Their assignment was to prepare accomodations for a grovp o
from Rengerik scmetime in Decewber., Resettlement of ths cx~-Bikini

held top prioricy.




Then, on Decewber 1, 1947, wewspepers throuphiout the United Stules
carricd an cnuounccaent that the Atomic Energy Cormission had decided upon

Eniwetok Atoll as a new site for atomic weepons experimentation. The 145

inhabitants of Eniwetok Iin the northern Marshalls were to be moved f£reom thelr

“home atell within three weeks., Tueir destination: Ujelang. & Vashiagton

rews vrelease a short time later quoted the Navy Department ge “having no _present

plans for wmoving the Dikinians from fongeriik," The problewm et Rongerik reverted
to its pre-Ujelang status with one less possibility for relocaticn

A

At this point the administration decided to review thie cntire sitvation,

o}

Perhaps there was an outside chance that 3ikinians could be persvaded ¢

"y

remain on Rongerik if some program of replenting or other improvemeant of the

atoll's resources could be effected. The high commissioner of the Trust

Territory gave the problcm hils personal att
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Because of wmy previcus exparience with the Xavshallece and past empioymant
with the goveranment on a survey of Marshsllcse cconomics, I was inviied to
conduct an indcpendent investigation on Rongerik,

the human resources of the atoll.
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For more than a weck, frem Januewry into February, 1848
Bikinians on Rongerik and obsexved them in actign, No docter or
was necded to concliude that the iglaaders were living in an extreme state of
impovarishment due to the oxhaustion of local focd supplies., The people had
cven orgaunized theily cconomic gystem on a more conmunzl basls to explel: their

dwindling sources of marine and plant food more ¢

rh

feetively., Thewxs uvac little
that Y could suggest to revive interest in contiaued residence on Rongerik.
The inhabitants told m2 they were ready to go anywhere if thay could only leave

s

agriculturist who cix mouths
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Rongerik., I scconded the recommendations of

earlicr had declared that “departure from Rongerik has been too long delayed.™
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After hearing my prolimtnary reporg, the governor of the Marshells
acted immediately by providing food and medical suppllies for community relicf.
He then mat with the council at Rougerik and determined the conscensus of the
community to his own satisfaction. With council agrecment the governor began
a series of operations which included additional emergency supplies and the
removal of the pcople from Rongerik to Kwajalein. On March l4, the Bikinians
boarded a naval vessel for Kwajslein to complete the sccond stege of thnesir
wznderings as a displaced population. There they waited for further
investigari{on and 2 higher-level authority decisiﬁn regarding 2 site for
perwanent resettlement,

Indecision Twaiolein

On Xwajalein Island the Bikinians mcoved into the hastily erected tert

canp located betwaen the ocean and the naval facility's air ‘-eld and adjacent

to & large Marshallese labor scttlement. The Bikiniauns were cencbled to

pPreserve their sepavate identity as a transient community cad maintsined their

\_;\4

own govern ant)and had a school and a church for their own use. Thosa who
- i
wishked £t and met the qualifications, cbtained employmeat at the navel air

facility in deomestic service, as uaskilled laborers on road werk and garbaze

detail, and in the laundry or the office. The administration provided, i food and
other necescities for everyona without charge. 1
The council worked with the administration to find another site.; Ujae
'\

4Ltoll was for s third time rejected because of its already lerge populat;on.
i
:

The final.choice narrowed to two places: Wotho, a small but relatively

unpopulated atoll about 150 miles northwess of wajalein, and Kiii Yslahad
earlier considered 23 an alternative to Ujelang.
r

In mid-Anzil, the parazcunt chief accompanied the goveracr and fo

council wembers, including Juda, for am inspection of Wotho where two isl nds

ﬁ



with 184 displuced percons on beoard. eavy scas delayed Eincl landin

hod been offered for sattlemont by the chinf, During May, Juda and ten other
~ gy 3050
pon of Bikini were transported to Kilii where they lived for two wecks, exploring

the 1sland and cvaluating itc resourcca. Policwlng these tgo,surveys, the
‘ sre 23 e VY

S
merits of cach sitao vere discussed at length 4t the Kua 2lein czzw, In 2
(¥ &

PR

remarkable plebiscite on June 1, Bikint men and vosen cast their ballots fer

) EARISE .
aithor Votho or Xiii. The results wora in favor of Rili by a vote of fifty-four

to twoenty-two. The governor raported the dceeision to the high‘cc:miss}onar
and reguested authority to ecttle the people on IiLL.

Saveral months %asccd while the request was reviewad. The Biliinizns
bocane vestless on XKwajalein as tbeir alien surrcundfings lost their novelty.
Tha relief at leaving Rengerik wes weplaoced by an increasin
onpressiva noise of srriving ond departing plenes aad the consiant voomning of
the ocean surf, Long accustormed to a guict cxigtence near 2 gheltered lagoon,
tha people talked now'constantly about Dikini, zcecalling its bcaQtics g0l
virtues cs these become magnified in thelr di wing memories. Meorale il
Althouzh they hed voted for a mew heme on Xili Yslend
doubt the desivebility of s.chh o move the longer they pondered 1ts dicedvznisgec.

In Seotexber, approval come from the hizh comzissioner to begin tht X111
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projoect. By the end of the month, a work party of Bikinicns end T. S. nzval

parsonncl freoa Xwajalela had lended on Xili with equipment and orders to prepare
a ner village sita. Tho men cleared an crea mear shore oa the aorthwast side

of the {sland end st wted conotructioa oan a councii houce, disromsary, score,

conra warchouse, ond clgterns.
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n Novemder 2, 1948, two naval vessels arrived at K&l frea wraisliadn

fslonders and thelr pocecsaions until lovember 7. Mest of the Americens azsi




