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«rt 3. what constitutes the maxirum tolersble limit, It is worth noting, how-
~r, th.at the Welfare Ministry took considersble pains te coatradict the scien-
't tusis of the report and t¢ exsrt a moderating influence on a rather wola-
ie ,w’Jecto (W)

. Cusrent Foreign Office Bole ln Belations with UOOR

As recent Bubassy telegrams have inflcated, the Pmi.p Office has boa
. ¢gely on the sidelines on the recent controversies over Japsn's policy for re-
«urding negotiations with the USSR, This situation has beon reflected in reao-
“‘ons ranging from clear disgruntlemsnt to cynical Mmor on the part of middle
4 lo.er level Foreign Office officials with whom Embassy officers have boem
.h contact, As one official put it, "not even the Japanese pont.‘lchm kmu
vhint Japan's policy is," o

Tie situation has not escaped press attention: for mnph, m
mctertber 27 carried a lengthy report asserting that its personnel bemoar the
c~t thst the Foreign Office is “quiet as a mouse” despite feverish activity on
vhe diplomatie front. This, the stery continued, is blamed on the Foreign Minis-
e w.iose reserved personality, lack of political force and influence, and cava-
lier sttitude toward staff wori have brought the prestige of the Forsiga Office,
.2 ris own prestige therein, o a low ebd,

Another slement of reported criticism, that Shigemitsu has lacked the

,:-ave o assert himself affirmotively om the issues of policy toward the U3SR
s nce the first few days after 1is return f{rom Moscow, is not without founda-
.im. There have been few public utterances of any consequence from him. His

. T .t a% the jiarris Centennial. banquet of the America~Japan Society September

" wos a tribute to the first Anerican consul and theredy to American-Japanese
frierds-ip -~ & theme, of course, appropriate to the eccasion but one vhich
s.owed no dispesition to utilize the opportunity for his own political purposes
w¢ =ight have been expected. (In contrast was the speech of former Prime Minis-
ver Ssizeru YUSHIDA, whose name wig added to the list of speakers subsequent te
vhe first formel imitationu. Yoshida obviously attended for the purpose of making
12 point that there were some Japanese who believed, as his address concluded,
that ¥tlis is no time for us to flirt with Moscow.®") In cabinet meetings as well,
'r.z ctpears, Shigemitsu has been virtually silemt where Soviet~Japanese relations

o concerned, His spirits are unierstood to have ixzproved, hewever, since it was
Mm‘«xtiveq decided that if and when the h':hl linhtﬂ' gon to )blcov Shig-niuu
+1i1l be acting Prime Minliater, 4 ,

But it is not only the yruot h w 1mmp t.hat 1s br»
pascing the Foreign Office, Bver since lcﬂcultuo—!’mnq Minister Ichire KONO
blagsed the trail to the doer of the Soviet Fisheries Wlssiom in order to confer
with Sergel Tikhvinsky on the question of a nn-pom settlement formula, late
in August, others have followed suit: Tatswosuke TAXASAKI, Cabinet member in
sharge of the Economic Planning Agendy, and the Socialists Shiehiro HOZWM and

hio part, has likoewise bty-passed the l‘ord.p
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“ar-s for letting the Russians get away with 18, et
sl R i o
“. However, the Foreigm Office has mot been entirely wdthout finction in tids
-tuation, Embassy despatch 254, Septedber 13, reperted one important oontribu-
‘- to the Hatoyama letter $o0 Bulganin planxing is under way for the poste
-, r~alization contingsncies. One ! «dal requested (and was given)
sforz:at on on the Department's schedules of special alleowances to personnel serv-
‘rZ in Yoscow by way of assistance in Japanese preparations for establishing am
~hassy. In additon, the Embassy has learned that the Foreign Office intends
. r.ke every affort to obtain a consulate at Viadivostok; "since the principle
1 ve-iprocity 1s our sole criterion, and our sole weapon with the Soviets," as
e cificer put 1t, the only Russian comsulate that would be permitted in Japn
- .d te at Hakodzte, However, it was realiszed that Soviet agreement might be
..r¢. cune by since no other country has a consulate in Vliadivostok. The impres-
c-n 3.f% was thot the Japanese wonld be quite pleased to accept a consulate in
“ sziete in return, and quite firm in denying it otherwise. The refurbishing of
Lae 2us:ian consulate building in Hakedate, recently reported, was apparently
.:* .7 ti.e Japanese custodians as a means of trying to assure that the Japanese
“oreulate building in Viadivostok would also be returned in good condition.

* Foreign Office source has also told the Embassy that there would be "neo
Cecensity” for Jamt to engage in cultural activities in the Soviet Union and,
< -re  there would be "no nece:sity” for the Soviets to open ary cultural
s t:re in Japan, This same official anticipated that the Japanese Embassy in
1% W will be baset with problems related to the whereabouts of the more than
.4 Japanese missing in the U3sk, Foreign Minister Shepllov, he salid, had
r~om1eed Shigemitsu to conduet a search for informatien on these pecple, and
- J.mnese Foreign Office had given the Russians all information it had avail-
.0 v on their identity. But the Pmbassy's biggest headache at first, he thought,
. ‘= to pursue the search, (WBC) ¢

T7i. JCP Megbership

Speaking before the Thureday Lecture Club ef the Industrial Clwd on Sep-
tanber 27, Justice Minister Ryose MAKINO annownced that current Justice Hinistry
sstinates set Japan Commamnist Party (JCP) membership at about 125,000, Ina ™ =
<rench which played down somewhat the sexricusness of the imtermal commnist
tureat in Japen, Makino went on to say that abowh 5,000 ecmmnists are believed -
L~ be employed by the various departments of the government., However, according
‘o ¥akino, the Coverrment does not plan ancther "red purge" such as the one sar-
~1e4 out several years ago. He announced that hecause swfficient security coun-
"~smessures have been takemn, there is no need for concern over coemunists stealing
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rerring W AyLMNg recent Or COnCrels. [Moreover,
--...9's appirent 1ttempt to place the nature of the threat thit the JCP repre-
©..te ir 1ts rroper perspective by comparing the size of the JCP membership with
£ ~he T .chiers Union is somewhat disconcerting, for Maianc neglected to

10t et thrt altuough a ver, small number of teachers ire JCP members, commu-
©o t influence in the Teachers Union is of substantial proportions. (A com.enta-
- 'roagani Jianbun also deplored tris statement but for far different masons,
Smowo thit 1t sag typleal of Makine to link the Teachers Union and the JCP
«- . Sr ai the sane sort of organizations.) Although some press renorts hinted
S Gapineze security agencies may be taking a more gloomy view of the situatiom
“oan thet dasplayed in this spiech, there was little significart newspaper
= *ion. (HT. '

V.o Reohtist ctivity (eoptinued)

A sowevhiot pathetic footnote was added to recent rumors of possible rightist
2osencn whien a group of about fifty ertremists staged a de.onstration in fromt
~7 srane Mirister Hatoyama's private residence on the night of Tuesday, September

.- "he group hich included some women, was led by Bin AKAOQ of the Greit Japan
. -urootie Farty (Lai Nippon A;loko-to) and consisted mrimarily of his followers.
ey ¢.rried canners protesting Hatoyama's proposed trip to Moscow, Police pro=
saried them from entering the gramds of the residence, but adbout twenty of the
Jaunnsirutors staged a sit~down protest outside the gates throughout a very

al o ont,

On Thirsday, September 27, the National Petection Society Dep) held
a rally in the plaza in front of Tokye's large Shimbashi Station. oers of the

g T

Jiet received bisarre invitations to the rally which were represented as coxing e

from the deceased conservative leaders Taketora OGATA and Bukichi MIKY, These
invitations invited the recipients to attend the funersl service of the "traitor® .
rrime Minister Ichire HATOYAMA, There were nc assassinations or other attempts
t> add a note of realisr to the mock cersmony. Press resction and public interest







