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No: 390, August 17, 6 POmO
408146

4
Reference Embassy telegram number 340 and despatch
number 160.

1. Re proposed AEC-Japan Science Council (JSC) conference,
Embassy office spoke with Dr. Sakuji Komagata for hour
this morning. Komagata is Director Industrial Science
and Technological Agency of MITI and key figure in
developmental stages official Japanese atomic=energy
program.

2. Komagata acknowledged there were differences of opinion
between JSC and official atomic energy utilization
preparation inv@’i@ion committee (AEUPIC) on whether
initial Japanese efforts should be expended on pure
research -orindustrial experiments and on questions of
political security. Komagata stated he believes Japan has
fallen far behind advanced nations in last fifteen years
and tha~coo~eratio~with US and West Europe iS only
feasib~~~~y hr-~b=g up, granted limited funds and
resources available here. He observed “many of our best
scientists lack experience in practical affairs”.

3. On conference itself, Kamagata thought it important from
standpoint future relations to hold meeting as scheduled
in Tokyo, but believes establishment =IC and its
subordinate committees has altered situation since
original issuance JAS invitation. He suggests it would
be most appropriate for US representatives to be from
academic and research field and that focus of meeting should
~on theoret~al matters. US delegates should of course
be expert their fields but need not be internationally
prominant, and in view current JSC-AEUPIC differences it
might be preferable if they were not of such Public
importance as to focus attention on JSC sponsored meeting..
Komagata did not think JSC would be willing accept ‘Honolulu
as si 3.

4. OL ba~.s t 1s preliminary exchange and Komagatals expressed
desire fo~ CIG: r cooperation, I@bassy believes he and.AEUPIC
should be enco:...agedand supported to maximutnextent feasible.
In particc-..arwe endorse his recommendations re US participants.
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