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‘American Esbassy,
Tokyo, Japan,
September 8, 1954

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Dear Moel:

George Morgan has asked me to reply to your lstter of August 25
with reference to the questions that Merril Eisenbud raised with you.
I am very pleased tc do so, the more particularly since all of us
retain a deep sense of appreciation for Merril's great assistance and
unfailing helpfulness to us during his stay in Tokyo at the peak of
the Fakuryu Maru incident. '

With regard to his specific questions:

1. The air-sampling equipment, which was sent to Tokyo
in response to the ori:inal expressions of Japansse interest
° in our techmiques and which was stored in the Ewbassy pending
2 a decision on the Japanese sice as to whether they wished to
g request this equipment, has remained in the Embassy. Although
@ we have mentioned the availability of this equipmsnt on two
2| occasions to the Foreign Offics, no request for it has been
o
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made, Had it been dslivered tc the Japanese, the Departzent

and the A"C would of course have been motified promptly. I
think we must a:sume that the Japanese themselves have obtained,
or have developed, sat:sfactory equipment for this purpose

and are ensaged in whatever sampling they consider useful, This
is only an inference based on the fairly extensive knowledge
the Japanese seen to have unclassi ied matters in this field
and on their intense interest in the meteorological effects of
nuclear energy. We have Just received the Departasnt's Instruce
&tﬁ.on A-1L2, wiich instructs us to utilisze the equipment for our
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own collection purposes, and we shall proceed % sai up the roquiaite
atations.

- 2 (a) The Embaszy's telegran Ko. 531 has reported the
despatch of another set of urine samples froam the fishermen,
The Japaneses were most cooperative in this matter, and the
delay was entirely on our side, and occasioned by difficulties
the ABCC encountered in obtaining an acceptabls kind of
container (and in negotiatinz, throuch the FFC bureaucracy,
air freight facilities).

- (b) We believe there is nc doub- that the data provided
in Mr. Eisenbud's letters to Dr. Kobsyashi, commnicating the
results of previous urine analyses, have been of graat value
in refutin- Japanese statements about the absorption of Stron-
t1un=90, Sincs the delivery of these letiars, the Japansze
have csased entirely their press statements concerning the
future offects of Strontiun~-50; no reference to Strontiua=30
from any sourcs has in fact been detectes in the Japanese press
in reccnt weekxs. We would think this owes entirely to the
radiolozical analyses of the AL Laboratary,

In general, so far as channsls of communication on stomic eneryy
matters between ths United States and Japan ars concernad, @6 would
think it preferable for our transactions %. be haniled on a govermment-
o= overiment basis., This does not of course preclude correspondence
betwecen officials of the ANC Comission and Japansse Govermment or
private sclentigts, particularly when the subject involved is scientific
and technical, (The Embassy would of course, in these instances, be
rateful for copies of the eorresp ndence for its information and for
its substantive and biouraphic guidance). However, I feel certain
that the Ambassador belisves that when ne otiations havebboen opened,
or are under discussion between the Enbassy and the Foreign Office
on ary subject that privile correspondence from officials of the United
States Covernment to counterparts in Japan is undesirable. And we have
no doubt that the Foreign Office shareas this view.

1 hope'you w111 not fail to extend xy warmest regards to Merril
Eigzenbud the next time you see him,

Sincerely,
‘,;}‘ e o }t) .'b
~ R A |
ATy ‘ Willism Leonhart

5 n ‘First Secrstary of Embassy .




