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The Acting Secretary of State presents his compliments to

His Excellency the Ambassador of Japan and has the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of his note of October L, 1954, in which
it is requested that certain imformation be made available in
connection with the issuance of HYDROPAC 2778 of July 30, 195k,
and related matters. _

HYDROPAC 27748 was issued at the request of the Commander-ine
Chief of the United States Pacific Fleet to facilitate his security
responsibilities. It was intended simply and solely to wam
unsuspecting riahermn-from disembarking on Rongelap, Rongerik and
Ailinginae ptolls. The notice does not have anything to do with
the waters surrounding the atolls; it merely refers to the residual

radiocactivity on the atolls.
The notice was issued as a result of the fall-out that occurred
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on March 1, 19543 not because of any development occurring after that
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date.
The Ambassgdor's attention is called to the statement made by

Mr. Midkiff, former ‘Bigh Commissioner for the Trust Territory of the
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52255 Pacific Islands, in the course of the Trusteeship Council discussions

et ol ALl

STERMIN,
’I‘\c F
LASSIF
O iTAl

&
23

S. CLASSIF
§. CLASSIF

in July to the effect that only Rongelap ptoll, especially the

northern section of it, was significantly affected by the March 1
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falleout incident. ¥No data have been revealed, nor has there been
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any evidence brought to the attention of the thited States Atomic
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Energy Commission to indicate that the waters mrrbmding the atolls

c contain any wnusual amounts of radicactive contamination. ‘
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The Department of State and the Atomic Energy Comaission are
avare of the reports that fish cargoes have been found to be radio-
active. No data have been forthcoaing, however, to assess thess
claims sinos none of the fish from such cargoes have been available
for analysis. Accordingly, it is impossible to comment ;n the
reasons for “the unusually high radicactivity comnt found on the
recent catches of the Japanese {ishing boats.”

With respect to the Ambassador's comment that same Japansse
suspect t28ts have been conducted on the atolls listed in HYDROPAC
27748, the Chairman of the Thited States Atomic Bnergy Commissiaon
and the Secretary of Defense announced on May 13, 1954, tha‘_hﬂwl%ls.
series of thermonuclear tests at the Comuission's Pacific Proving
Grounds had been completed. There have been no ftxzft.her tests in the
Pacific Proving Grounds since that tims.
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Washing‘bm, Oct.ober 25, 195,
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