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The Departm~nt of Energy and Im Heritage; The:Departn1ent of Energy (POE) is one of the 
most diverse agencies in the F ecleral govemm.enL It was created in 1977. from a score of 
organizational entities from a dozen departments and agencies. OOE encourage~ me 
development of energy tet:"hnofogiM in seven.ii areasn-solar, goothmrml~ fuss.H fuei and nudeM > It 
develops techn.ologies aimed at promoting conser,,.:atfon of rnergy resources, DOE is one of the 
largest f e<leral agency supporters of basic scientific .research and manages a research complex that 
includes some of the nation's premier laboratories. DOE heips formubte natiom<l policies for 
energy use and development- Perhaps surprisingly to many. DOE also ru.ns the nudear weapons 
researc~ devdopment, an<l production complex as weTI as as.sociated i:Esmantlement and dean up 
acfrvitfos, 

OOE's nudear heritage comes from the Vi/odd \Varn Jvfur.Jmttan Project winch built the ammfo 
b{nnb, The threads of DO E's involvement \Vith nudear hsw .... -s and programs run through the 
following agencies: the Manhattan Engineer District ( 1942 .... 1947), the Atornic Energy 
Commission ( 1947R1975}, an<l the Energy Research and Development Administration (1975 .... 
1977), DOE not oniy took over fon~ifons, cultures" and· traditions from these agencies, it also 
inherited records from them. Of these agencies., the longest lived and most controversial was the 
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC). The AEC afao cn:.ated a p;eater volume of records than any 
other DOE predecessor agency and, not surprisingly, DOE sdH hw custody of a substantial 
volume of A~EC records, 



The Atomic £,nergy Connni!si-on: Frnm)ts inceptinn in 1941 unti! its abolit1on in 1975, the 
AEC carried nut a Congressional mandate for a huge federal mk in. atomic energy devehpment 
Th.e A.EC maintained progrmns for nuclear Viteapom; researd\ development, production, and 
testing; production ofplutocium antl weapons grade uramum:, miliin.g and rclirung of uranium ore; 
biomedicai research into the effects of radiation and imdear ~Neapons; basic nuclear research in 
fields such as che.m.istry, physics. and met.alhagy; cl{:v~~bpment of nuclear reuctnrs~ promotion of a 
dvillan nudear power industry; and conduct of foternariond Atoms~tbr~Peace activities, It was 
unique among federal. agencies in combining respnnsibilities to ooth promote and regulate a 
technology. It promulgated oft1cial regulations to govern the con.duct of officials implementing 
many of these programs, 

In 1947 the AEC ~~ed control of research and production faci1ities created by the Manhattan 
Engineer :Oistrit.<'t (MED) during Vi orM War U .. The fodHties were scattered from coast m coast, 
with the primacy ones being located in Oak Ridge, Termessee~ Hanibni, Washington; and Los 
Alamos~ New Mexico, The MED operated them through comracts v<lth private universities, such 
as the University of Calli'omi~ and private companies. such as DuPont and Union Carbide. Tt; 

develop the atomic bomb, the 1'.lliD established a. complex of production plants and laboratories 
in whkh the government 0~11ed the tilci!ltfos but tapped d1e ex:perrisc of in.dum:ry and umversities · 
through contracting out the wk of operating them. 

The AEC did not change the MEDis system of govermnenH.)wned, contractor operated (GOCO) 
fu.cilities, To provide government overnight of contractor operated fa'-''ilities some distance from 
Washington. the AEC mitiaHy created five fieJcl centers of operations and gave them broad 
ddegations of authority, Each was to nw.nage a diffor~-rit part of agency programs, and exen:::fae<l 
broad authority withill limits oot by A.EC Washington he.s.Jiquarters. Each, however, was to have 
unusucl initiative and freedom nf action as long a,s it opern.ted v-litbn general pdicy guidelines set 
by w·asmngton, 

The Richland Opern.tfon.s Office~ At Richland tht~ ABC had to oversee a large plutonium 
production complex.. Initial site construction had marted in i 943 and wit.mu 2 years an. eno.rmou.s 
rompiex was in piace. By June 1944 approxir:nateiy 39,000 workets labored to complete 
Hanfi)rd, By w-ar's end they had built a plutonium proclun.ion facility consisting of tb,ree nuclear 
production re.at,iorn. three chemic.al separations phnts, and other andH.ary plants. In accordance 
with the MEDis practice of employing private industry to comtruc:t and operate the atomic bomb 
development crnnpkx, E.L DuPont de Nemours and Cornpany comn:mcted and operated the site. 

Because this facility was so large and c<:implex., in 194 7 the AEC created a fidd center of 
operations whose wk task was to supervise the Hanford pbtonium production fucfiity. Called 
the Office ofHa."1.ibrd Directed Operations, the A.EC soon changed its name w the :Hartorcl 
Operations Office, amt then a decade later, to the Richland Operatio.ri.s Office, The office was 
located in Richlam:L Washington, a fow rr1i.k$ from rhe Hariford production site. tJrilike some 
other AEC operations of.fices, the Office of Hanfbrd f.htcted Operations super-./foe<l activities, 



'Virtually all of which were o::mducted at one site by one contractor. 

By thls time DuPo.nt had ceased to be H.anfonfs prime contractor and General Electric had 
acquired the managing and operating contract and assumed .rwpon.s.ibility.for producing 
plutonium, AB well as overseeing site pluwcium produdio.n acti'vitief\ the operations office had 
to ensure a smooth transition from DuPont to General ill~i:rfr;, fa this period, facilities, such as 
the Har.J:brci Laboratories, which conducted re,.:search. on the b.iol.>..1gical eff~is of radioactive 
material were also established at the site, One laboratory mi.&~ion was the study of the effects of 
ratlfoiodine, which was ernfrtecl w n. waste :rm:iduct from the chmc2J separations plant~.t -

Hanford production facilities expanded from i 947 to 19.53 hJ moot Cold and Korean War 
demands for :more: nudear weapons, During this period five a<lditioncl production reactors were 
built at Ha.n:fon1 Thu::t. the Hanfr.ffd Operations Office had to oversee a large oomtruction 

. progrru:n while it supervised iru;re-ashigly efficient plutonium production &..4ivities. By 1949 
approximately 65,000 poople lived in the Richland area, and rr.H>St of them were employed in the 
plant or at the operations office. At that time the Hanford p~Wlt."{ employed morn than one-fourth 
of all contrw;,..'tor pernon.neJ engaged in. operating atomfo eu-ergy plants and @m~thirds of all 
construction vlorkers engaged. in buiMfog atomic em.~rgy pb.rits, 

By the mid J 950s the operations offi.ce wa,>:; overseeing the operation of cight production reactors 
at Hanford, The rea"''t.ors were nm around the dock arn:i improvements to the three re.actors built 
during the war allowed them to be run at higher than designed power levels_ In the 1960s, one 
additional reactor, called the N~' Production Reactor, went inw operafaJn at .Hanford, It "W1ls a 
dual purpose reactor, designed to produce pki.tonium and d.ectric power_. Uke the other Hanford 
reactors~ it was graphite .mod~.mued. and water cootecl .. 

By the mid 1960s the AEC had :met aH Department. of Defunse requirements for nuclear weapons 
productiori and had created a huge menru of nu.dear weapons, Accordingly, President Lyndon 
B, Johnson decided to reduce nudea:r materials production Jnd presented it as a disarmament 
measure in his l %4 State of the Union address, As a result, ovt,>r the next.seven years-. the AEC 
shut doivn all Hanford production reactors, save for the New ?rodud:ion Reactor. 

At th.is time the Hanford area was a one industry to\vn. Approximately 8300 poopie worked 
cither in site plants or ill tbe operations office, Virtually all \.vere dependent directly or indiret."tiy 
on plutonium. production activities. The ,AEC, acc0rclingry. took stepii. to keep the area 
economicaliy viable by undertaking its lfombrci divernifo:::~iion prograrrt, aiming w bring new 
industry and contractors into the area, The (>peration.s office's m4ior task during the remainder ~,;f 
the decade ~.va.s to oversee the Hanford drversitk:ation program t<n the AEC 

The i\EC moved qui.d<ly to implement the diversification progn.L"n, In 1964 the AEC comrnittecl 
to the use of multiple contractors at the site and sdecte<l Battd!e MemoriaJ Institute of Columbus, 
Ohlo as one of the first ofthem, In 1965 BatteHe <::ontracted to run the Haniord Laburntodes, 
newiv dcsionated as Padfo:: ·Northwest Labora.torv. The AI~C then decided to huHd the Fast Flux 

J ~~ ~ 



Test facility (FFTF)~ t(1 test fuefa: a."1d materials wbkh would be used in breeder reactors, at 
Hantbrd, Construction of the FfTF began in 1970 and took twelve years to complete. The i\EC 
ruso located other projects there, wch as the Hanfbrd Containment Systems Experiment, designed 
to investigate aspects of the safoty ofEght water reactors. 

· rn 197 5 the A£C was abolished and the Richland Operations Office became a part of the Energy 
Research and Devek~pmem A~trntion (ERDA). Under E.RDA the operations office 
employed 303 personnel to oversee 2.272 contractor employees engaged in plutonium production 
activi.tiet The annual budget for this came to about $71 rriiniort fu 1977, however, ERDA was 
abolished and the Richland OperationJ3i Office became~ part of the Deparunent of Energy. 

fu 1987 ~ several months after the Chernobyl nudear reactor accident, the New Production 
Reactor was shut down.; The reactor wa~ similar in design to the Chernobyl, reactor and satety 
concerns led to the shutdown.. Afterward, most of the site~~ resources were devoted to rnarmgfug 
the environmental legacy kft by decades of plutonium produ.:tior.t The Richland Operations 
Office's job was transformed from overseeing pi.umnium production m managing environ.mental 
dean~up and waste products, H ahso oversees the research,, devdnpment, and co.m.:merciaHzation 
of technologies for waste :marmgemem. de-.an-up} and en'\1ronmema1 restoration., The potefitid 
health consequences associated 'Mth the operation of the com:plex WM a serious concern am.nng 
many who live, or have lived, near the site. As a ft'$illt, HanJbrd is currently invnived in ~veral 
health rdated studies and the npern.t)om; office manages DOE~s involvement with these activities_ 

Richland Operation~ Office foaed.ve Records~ The operations office retains custody of 
records created as kmg ago as the World \VaJ II ~fanhattan. Prqject., This m~ that it has 
custody of fi!Jenti recnrds from :a number of operations offices organizations which :functioned 
under the 1'.IBD, AEC, ERDA, or DOE Due to the .AEC Hw.iord diversification program, it also 
has t..1.rntod:y of records .from several different co.ntrnctor orgmtlzations, arnong them DuPont, 
General Elet.."trk, arid the ffunfoni Envfronmental Health Foundation. 

The operations office generally i.:xmtrnls inactive records on the records box level. Thus, .most 
:finding aids to Richland Operations O:flk:e rncord8 consist of inventories of the contents of 

· individual boxe8 of records. The i.nvenmries appear on Reconfa Transfer Request ibrms which 
list the organization \Vmch created an im:Hvidual box of records. The forms, however, do not 
1ndicate >.vhether the box~ were parts of larger groups of records retired at the same time_ 

Originfilly many of rhe records about site a(,.,"tivities \~'ere da.~sifietl The Richland Operations 
Office has now dedassified many of its nlder docurnenw b response to litigation and to meet 
other needs, It has pi.aced many ofthe::.e do'-11ments in its pubEc reading room: thus much of the 
contents of the boxes fotoo on the attached Rel:tmfa. Transfer Request forms may be available in 
the Richland public reading room. As soon as the documents fffe available, they '-V1U he Hnked to 
the H'anibrd Home Page at http·h\~V<'\v.hanford.gov/doe/readi:ng.htm. 
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Richland Operation$ Office inactive Record&-Selttted IDitorieaJ Materials: The attached 
records box inventories list some of the oklest and most important records in the custody of the 
operations office. They commn key documents about site sdectkm., i.,.xm.struction. and production. 
activities under the Manhattan Engineer District and a rea..wnabfy compl.cte set of operations 
office press releases issued between l 945 and 1970. These records are .now either in the custody 
of the operations office Oftke of Communications or ks MfiH and Records group. The boxes i.md 
their highlights are as follows: 

Box Number Custodifil1 

1 C<.rn9 
"i 
};,, 3093 
3. 28766 
4. 35734 
5. 46013 
6. 35732 
1. 8781 
8. 85992 
9. 1293 
HJ 2120 
H. 3676 
12, 2505 
D. 2467 
1.4, 7421 
15. 39255 
16, 30746 
17. 66797 
18. 1839 
19, 1865 

Milli and Records 
Budget 
Mai! and Rwonis 
Mail and Records 
Mail and Records 
Mail and Records 
Communiratfon~ 

Comm.un.ications 
Comrnunications 
Communicatiom 
Communications 
Communications 
Communications 
Comm.tmkatiom.: 
Communications 
Communications 
Communications 
Communications 
Communications 

Diary of Col, F. T. Matthai~ t;hiefHanfurd !villD offit,-er 
Manhattan Dilltrict Hhtory 
Marugets Plant Data Book 
Stack Gas Probfonw 
Annufil Production Reports 
Construction Histories 
New Production. Re.actor Materials 
General Site Background 
Operations Office Press Rde~s; 1945~ 1947 
Operations Office Press Rclea..-;es., 1948~ 195 2 
Operations Office Press Releases; i. 950~ 195 5 
Operadom ()ffice Press Releases, 195 5 
f)peratk~M Office Press Rd~,, i. 958« 1959 
Operntkms Office Press RdeaSt.."5, 1958~ 1963 
Operationl< Office Press Rekas.es, 1964« 1969 
Operations Qffi.;;i:,::, Press Releases, ! 970-1971 
Operations Ofifoe Press Rek~ases, l 976~ 1979 
t1enern1 Electric Pr~s RdeaseJ\ 1951~ 1955 
General Electric Pn,:..ss Releases, 1950~ 1951 and 1956 

The box iri:ventorie~ may .nm reflect the present condition of these recon:ls. 

Arranging for Access tft Rkblam! Operatfoni ()ffice-Seiected Ristarica1 Material~~ Acces~ 

to undassified portforrn of these materials can be arranged under provisions of the Freedom of 
Information A.ct ("POI.A) An FOIA request may be submitted, or rtdditfrmai infom1ation about 
the records obtained, by contacting the FOL\ officer at'. 

Freedom of hlformation Act Officec. A7°75 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O, Box 550 
Richland, WA 993 52 
Phone: 509~376~6216. 



So.me of the records on the a."tached box inventories mav have orevfouslv been n1ade available at 
._, A .I 

the DOE reading room in Richhmi:L These recQrds may be reviewed and duplk.a.ted at the reading 
mom, There is a foe for duplication. The reading room can be reached at 

DOE Public Reading Room 
100 Sprout Road 
Richland, WA 99352 
Phone:509"37&-858J 
E~mail: Readinz. ... R.t1orru:@pni gov 
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