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The Department of Energy snd Iz Hevitage: The Deparimens of Energy (DOE) s one of the
mast diverse agencies in tw Federd government. Tt was crested In 1977 Bom & score of
crganizational entities from o dozen departments and sgencies. DOE encourages the
development of snergy technologies in several areas--soler, gecthermal, fossd! foel, and nuclesr. It
develops technologies simed w2 promoting conservation of snergy resources. DOE is ong of the
largest Federsd agency supporters of basic scienific resesrch and maneges a research complex that
wolodes some of the nation's premaer nboratories. DOE belps formulate nativndd policies for
epergy e and developmens. Povhaps surprisingly o many, DOE also rong the nuclesr weapons
resenrch, development, and production complex ag well 23 sssociated dismantlement and clean up
Beivitieg,

DOF's muclenr heritage comes from the World War 1 Manhattan Projess which buflt the atomic
bomb, The threads of DOE's involvement with nuclenr snues and programs run through the
following sgendies: the Manhsttan Engineer Distrior (1942.1547), the Atomic Energy
Commugsion {1947-1975%, and the Energy Research and Development Admivistration {1975
1977 DOE sot only took over Bnctiony, sultures, and traditions Fom these sgencies, i als
idverited records fom them. O these agencies, the longest Bved and most comtroversial was the
Aromic Energy Compdesion (AELD)  The ABC slso created 2 greatsy volume of rocords than sy
other DOE predecessor agency and, not surprisngly, DOF sl bas custody of 8 substantial
volume of AEC records.



The Atomis Energy Compminsion: From its inception in 1947 uniil its sbolition in 1975, the
ABL sarried out ¢ Congrassional mundete f0r o large federad role in stomic energy developmen,
The ABC maimained programs for nucless weapons resesrch, developmens, production, and .
testing, production of plutonium and weapons grads waniem, milling sod refining of uranium ore;
Homedical vesearch it the efferts of radigtion and mclesr weapons; bagio nuclesr research in
felds such as chemistry, physics, snd metalhorgy, developmeny of suclesr resctors, promotion of 2
civilian muclenr power industry; and conduet of internationsd Atoms-for-Pesce activitiss. Tt was
unique among federal agencies in combining responsibilities to both promote and regulate 2
technology. It promudgated officis] reguintions 1o govern the conduct of officialy implementing
marry of these programs.

In 1947 the ABC assumed control of resesrch and produciion foilities crsated by the Marbantan
Engineer District (MED) during World War I The facllities were soattered from cosst 10 coast,
with the primary oues being locsted in Oak Ridge, Tenpesses; Handord, Washington, and Los
Alamos, New Mexicn, The MED opersted them through comracts with privete universities, such
25 the University of Califrnis, and private companies, such a3 DuPont and Union Carbide. 1o
develop the atomic bomb, the MED ssrablished s compden of production plants and haboratories
i which the govermment owned the Soilittes but tepped the sxpertse of industry and universities
through comracting ow the task of operating them

The AEC did not change the MELYs gysiem of governneni-vwaed, coniractor operated (GOC0)
facilities. To provide govermment oversight of contracior operated fxcilities soime distancs from
Washingion, the ABC initially created Bve Beld centers of operations and gave ther brosd
delegations of authorivy. Bach was 10 nwensge o $ferent part of agency programs, and exsrcised
broad suthority within Bmits set by AEC Washingion headguarters. Each, however, was 1o have
anususl inttietive and freedom of sction as long 88 B operated within genersd policy guidelines se

by Washingion.

The Richland Operations {ficer A Richland the AEC had o oversee  large plutomum
production complex. Tnidal site construction had started in 1943 and within 2 vears an enormous
compler was o place. By June 1944 approgimadely 39,000 workers lsbored to somplets
Hanford. By war's end they had built o plutostum produstion facilly consisting of three nuclesr
production reastors, three chemical separations phats, and other ancilfary plamis. In scoordance
with the MED's practice of emploving private industry 1o construct ansd operate the stomic bomb
development complex, BL DoPom de Nemours and Company constructed and operated the site.

Becauss this oty was g0 large and complex, in 1947 the AZC cremed 2 feld center of
operations whose sole fask wes 1o supervise the Hanford phvtonium production facilty. Cafied
the (ifice of Henford Directed Operations, the AR soon changed i85 name 1o the Hanford
Oyperavions Offce, and, then 2 decade lnter, 1o the Richland Operations Offlce. The office was
tocared i Richland, Washington, 8 fow miles From the Hanford production site. Unkibe some
cther ABC operstions offices, the {M¥ice of Blanford Dhrscted Operations supervised aotivities,
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virtually all of which wers conducted at oue site by one coniractor,

By this time DuPont bad cessed 1o by Hanford's prizee contracior and General Bleciric had
sequired the managing snd operating comtract and sssumed regponsibility for producing
phtonium. Az well a5 oversesing site phuonium production sctivities, the operstions offce had
i ensure 3 smooth tansidon Bom DuPonr w Geners! Bleotrie, In this period, faciities, such as
the Handbrd Laboratories, which conducted research on the bologicsl effects of radivactive
reaterial, were also established ot the site. One boratory misshon was the stmy of the effects u*
radiciodine, which was emitted a3 2 waste produgy fom the chemical separations. gimﬁs

Hanford production facilivhes evpanded Som 1947 10 1953 to meet Cold and Korean War
demands for more muclesy wespons, Dhuring thiz peried Bve sdditionsd production resctors were
built & Hanford,  Thus, the Handbrd Operations Office had 1o overses s lrge construstion

program while it gupervised increasingly efficient phuosiom production sotivities. By 1949
approxunaely 85,000 people Hved in the Rickband wres, and most of them were employed in the
plant or ot the operstions offfce. A2 thet doe the Hanford plonts srmpdoved more than one-fourth
of i comtractor personne! engaged in operaiing siomic spergy plants snd two-thirds of a8
construction workers sugaged in bulliding atomic energy plants.

By the mid 19505 the operativns office was a%mgmg the aperation of dght production rescors
at Handord, The resctors wers run around the ook snd inyproveneats (o the thres reactors bul
during the war allowed them 1 be run 2t higher than desigoed power levels. o the 1960s, ons
addivions! resctor, called the Mew Production Resotor, went o operstion of Hanford, Twass
dual purpose reacior, designed o modoce phuonhun and sletric power. Like the other Handord
TEactors, 1t was graphite moderated and water conled,

By the mud 19608 the ABC had met 2l Deparvment of Diedbnse raguirements for nuclesy weapons
production and bad created 2 huge arsensl of suclesr wespons,  Accordingly, President Lyndon
B Jobnson decided 1o reduce muclesr materisls production and presented it 55 & disarmament
measure in s 1964 State of the Unlon aldress. As & result, over the next seven years, the AEC
shust down all Hanford produstion reactors, save for the New Production Resctor.

At thus time the Hanford ares was 2 one bustry wown, Approvimately 8300 people worked
sither in site plamts or in the operarions office. Vienudly off were dependent directly or indirectly
o plutonien production activides. The ABC, ascordingly, sook steps 10 kesp the area
sconomically viable by undertaking s Hanford diversification program, aiming o ring new
inchustry and contracions inin the gres. The ﬂpm*azzf,}m, seffice’s maior task during the remainder o
the decade was w overses the Hanfbed diversification program for the ABL

The AEC moved quickly tw implemen the diversification progrars, In 1964 the ABC committed
1o the wse of multiple contractors a1 the gt and selected Battelle Memorial Institute of Columbug,
{(hio a3 one of the firs of them. In 1963 Bantelle contracted 1o run the Hanford Laboratones,
newly designated as Pacific Morthwess Laboratory, The ABCD then decided 1o build the Fast Flux
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Test Facility (FFTF), to test fuls and materials which would be used in hreeder resctors, 38
Hanford. Construction of the FFTF began in 1970 and took teedve vears to complets. The ABC
also located other projects theve, such s the Hanford Containment Systems Experiment, designed
o investigate aspects of the sfity of light water reactors. ,

I 1975 the AEC was abolished and the Richland Operstions Office became 2 part of the Energy
Research and Development Administration (ERDAY Under BRDA the operstions oifice
smploved 303 personnel to oversee 2277 comractor emplovess sogaged in pheonium production
sotivities. The annual audper for thig came o sbout 571 mullion. In 1977, however, BRDA was
abolished and the Richbad Cperations Offce beoame o part of the Depariment of Energy.

In 1987, seversl mouthy 9fsr the Chernobeyd nuclesr rescior sooident, the New Production
Resctor was shut down The reactor was sinilar in design to the Chernobyl reactor and sl
concerns led wo the shutdown, Afterward, most of the site's resournes were devoted 1o masaging
the eovironmental logaey et by decades of phuooium prodoction. The Rickland Operationy
C8ee’s job was transformed Bom overseeing phuoniom prodution 1o mansging environmenisl
shesreup and waste produsts. 1 also oversess the research, development, and commercialization
of technologies for waste mepagement, olearup, and environmentsl restoration. The potestis]
heabth conseguences sssoniated with the operation of the complex wag 2 serious CONCern RMONE
many who Bve, or have Bved, veer the site. As a resudt, Handord & curvently bnvolved in seversd
health related studies and the nperstions office manages DOE's involvement with these activities,

Richisnd Operations Office Inactive Records: The operssions office retsing custody of
records created a5 long age s the World War T Manhattan Protect. This means thet it has
custody of federat records From 2 munber of operstions offices orgenizations which functioned
under the MED, AEC, ERD A, o DOE. Due o the ARD Hanford diversification program, 1 also
has custody of records fom vevers! different contractor orpanzations, mnong then DuPon,
{renergl Flectric, and the Hanford Bovironmental Heabh Fousdarion

The operations office generally controls mactive records on the records box level Thus, most
frvding aids 1o Rickland Operations Ofce records const of Inventories of the coments of
nedividhual bowes of records. The mvenories gppear oo Reoords Transty Reguest thrms which
Hst the organization which sreated an individusl box of resords. The forms, however, do oot
incticate whether the boges were parts of larger grongs of records retired 9t the same time,

Oiginally many of the records shout site activities were classified. The Richiand Opergtions
Office has now declassified many of s older docurments in response to ldgation and 1 mest
oiher needs. 1t has plaved many of these documents in its public reading room; thus much of the
contents of the boxes Heted on the attached Records Transfor Reguest forms may be available in
the Richland public reading room. Az soun 93 the docoments are available, they will be linked 1o
the Hanfiord Home Page at bitp Moy hanford govidos/reading him. '
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Richland Operstions Office Inactive Records—~Sdlected Hintorical Materiale: The attached

records box inventories s some of the oldest and most bnportant records in the custody of the
opsrations office. They comtain key doowments about site selection, comstruction, and production
activities undey the Monbaitan Engineer Distriet and 2 reasormbly complete set of operations
offive press releases issued betwoen 1945 and 1970, These revords are now either in the custody
of the operations offive Offfies of Compmunications or s Madl and Records group. The boxes and
their highlights are a5 follows: ‘

Box Number Custodian Fighlight

1000308 Mol and Records Diwry of Col. F. 7. danthads, ohisf Hanford MED officer .
33093 Budget Wianharan Districd History
3. 18766 Wail and Records Manager's Plant Dats Book
4. 35734 Mail and Reconds Stack Gas Problemsy
5. 487% Ml and Recods Aomual Production Beports
& 38732 hdail and Becords Comstruction Histories
7. OBTRY Commmaoations Pew Production Beactor Materisls
% 83892 ComImucations Crenersl Site Backeround
o 1 Commurmicstions Operations Ofcs Press Releases, 1945-1947
1 2120 Comprmamicalions Urperations Offcs Preoss Relegses, 194841952
13676 Compmunications Operations (ffioe Press Releases, 1950-1985
12, 2508 Compmuncaions Operations (8ce Press Releases, 1935
13 2487 Communications Operations Offoe Press Relesses, 19581859
14 7423 O ImCations Ciperstions Offios Press Releaess, 19581963
15, 39245 Communications Operations Offoe Press Releases, 1964-1969
16, 33744 Commumoations Operations Ofce Press Releasey, 1970-1971
VI 8eTRY Comrmanicaiions Diperations Office Press Relesses, 1976.1979
18 1839 Cormmuranstions Crevrst Fleotrin Prosy Beleases, 1951-1983
CE% 1865 Commumeations {renerst Bleotric Pregs Boleases, 1950-1951 and 1958

The bow invertories may not reflect the present condition of these records.

Arraaging for Access to Richlsnd Operations Office—Selected Historiesd Materiale:  Accsss
to unciassified portions of these materisls can be arrangped under provisions of the Freedom of
Informetion Act (FOLAY.  An POLA request may be subumitted, or additionsd information sbout
the recovds obigined, by contacting the FUILA officer ap

Freedom of Information Agt Offcer, AT.7S
LB Depariment of Bowrgy

PO Box 5350

Richiand, WA 58352

Phome: 509-376-6215.
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Some of the reconds on fe attached box inverdories may have previously been made avaliable »
the DOFE reading room i Bichland. These records may be reviewed and duplicated a1 the reading
roon, There 13 a fee for duplication. The reading room can be reached 2t

DOE Poblic Reading Room

100 Sprout Rosd

Richland, WA 99352

Phone: S09-376-8583

E-madl Reading Roomidipnl gov
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