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The Department of Energy snd His Herltage: The Department of Enorgy (DOE) is one of the
maost diverse agencies in the Federsl government. 1t was orsgred in 1977 Som 2 scorg of
organizationsl entities from g doven depariments and sgencies. DOE epcourages the
development of energy technologies in severs! sreas--antar, geothernel, festl fuel, and muclessr. I8
develops technologies simed gt promoting conservation of esergy resources. DOE is one of the
targest Federal agency supporters of bagie scivmific research and monages 3 research complex that
inchudes some of the navion's prenver aboratoriss. DOE helps foromdate nationsl policies for

pngrgy wse and development. Perbaps surprisingly to many, DOE shio russ the mwlesr weapons
research, development, and production compley a3 well a3 associated dismantlement and clean up
aiivities.

DO nuclear heritage comes fFom the World War 1 Manhattan Projest which built the stomic
bomb, The threads of DOE's involverment with nuclesr issues sod programs run through the
folbowing sgencies. the Mashsttan Engineer Distrivt (1942-1947, the Atomic Energy
Commission {1947.1973), and the Energy Research gnd Develupment Admimstration {1975
YTy DOE not onby teok over functions, cultures, snd traditions fom tese agencies, it glso
inhertted records from therm, (0 these agencizs, the longest lved and mogt controversial was the
Aromic Energy Commission (AECY The AEC also oregted 5 greater volume of records than any
other DOE predecssgor agenoy and, not surprisingdy, DOE sl has custody of ¢ sebstanal
vostume of AED records,




The Atemic Energy Commission:  From B inception o 1947 unti 83 abolitton in 1973, the
ABL carried out 3 Congressional mendate for 2 large federad role in stomic energy development.
The AEC mamtamed programs oy nuclesr weapons ressarch, developmens, production, and
testing, production of phonum and wespons grade uranium, milling sod refining of wranium ore;
tiommedical research into the offecty of radistion snd nuclesr weapons; basic muclesr research in
fields such as chemistry, physics, and metaliurgy, developmens of nuclear resctors; promotion of 3
civilian nuclesr power industry, and conduct of internstionsl Atoss-fr-Pegoe antivities. It was
unique among federal agencies in combindng responsibilities 10 both promote and regulate 2
technology. B promulgated officisl regulations 1o govern the condut of officials implementing
many of these programs.

In 1947 the ABC assuuned control of research and production facilities created by the Manhanan
Engineer Distrioy (MED) doring World War 11 The faeilivles were sostiered Bom coast 1o coast,
with the primmry ones being locsied in Gk Ridge, Temnesiee; Hanford, Washington; and Losg
Alamos, New Mexico., The MED operated thom i&ﬂsg§,§:‘s contracts with private universities, such
a5 the University of Califernia, and private companies, such 2 DuPort and Usdon Carbide. To
develop the atomic bomb, the MED established o complex of production plants and laborstories
it which the government ownd the fcilities but wpped the sxpertive of industry and universities
through contracting out the ek of operating them,

The AEC did not change the MED' sysiem of government-owned, contvacior opersted (GO0}
facilities. To provide govermmeny oversight of contractor operated fcilities some distancs from
Waskington, the AEC initially crssted Bve Seld centers of operations snd gave thern broad
dedegations of suthority. Fach was o mansge 2 different part of agency programs, and exeroized
broad suthority within Hmite ser by AEC W’&i&hﬁﬁg’{}ﬁ hesdovariers. Esch however, wag to have
unususl initiative and freedom of action a3 long 38 1 operated within genersd policy g;azzée,mm et
by Washington

The Richland Operations Office: At Richland the AFD had 1o overses g large phyonun
production comples. Initial uite construction had started in 1943 and within 2 vesrs an snormous
complex was in place. By fune 1944 approsimately 39,000 workers Iabored to complete
Hanford, By war's snd they had buill 2 phaonhums prodoction Scility consisting of three nuclesr
production reactors, theee chenionl separations plams, ad other ancillary plants. In scoordance
with the MEDYs practive of erploving private indusiry (o constract and operste the atemic bomb
development complex, 1 DuPont de Memowrs and Company constructed and operied the site.

Because thus facility was so large and complex, w1947 z%ze AEL cremied 2 fiold conter of
opgrations whose sole task was 1o supervise de Hanford plutoniurm producton theility. Called
the Office of Hanford Divected Onergtions, the ABD soon chenged s name 1o the Hanford
Operstions Office, and, then a decade later, 10 the Richland Operstions Office. The office was
incared n Richland, Washington, 3 Tow wiles fowm the Handord production site. Unlike some
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other ARG opsrations officss, the Office of Hanford Dirested Cperations supervised activities,
virtually sl of which were condusied gt one site by ong contrasior,

By this time DuPont had ceased 10 be Hanford's prime contractor and General Bleciric had
acouired the mansging and operaiing contravt and assumed responsibility for producing
phatonium. As well as overseeing site plutonium producton activities, the operations office had
0 epsure 2 smooth transiion fom DoPor 10 Genergd Bleotric, In this period, Gellities, such as
the Hanford Laboratories, which conducted research on the biclogicsl effscts of radiosctive
material, were also esiablished of the site. One laboratory mission was the study of the effects of
radioiodine, which was exitzed a5 5 waste product fom the chemiosl separations plents,

Hanford production facilities expanded from 1947 10 1953 1w mest Cold and Koresn War
demamds for more nuclesr weapons, During this period Bve additional production reactory were
butlt 2t Hanford, Thus, the Handord Operations Offioe had o overses 5 largs construction
program while it supervised incressingly efficlent phuowiom production activities. By 1949
approvimudely 85,000 people lved in the Bichiand area, and most of them were smploved in the
plart or a1 the operations office. A2 thet e the Hardoed plants emploved more tsn one-fourth
of sl conractor personnel engaged i operating momic energy plants amd two-thinds of o
consiruction workers engaped in buliding atomic sngrgy planty,

By the mid 1950s the operations office was oversesing the operation of dght production reactors
at Hanford, The reactors were run sround the clock and improvements © the thres reactors balt
during the war siowed them to be run a1 higher then designed power lovels, Tn the 19608, ong

addiions] reactor, called the New Production Reactor, went' o operation at Hanford. Trwems s
dual purpose resctor, designed to producs phutonien and glectric power, Like the other Hanford

reacinrs, 1 was graphite moderated and wader oooled

By the mid 19608 the ABC had met ol Department of Defense reguirements for nuclear weapons
producton and had crested & hoge wrsensd of muclesy weapons.  Accordingly, Pregident Lyndon
B Jobnson decided to reduce muclesr materials production and presented it 55 & Hearmament
measure in s 1904 Bte of the Union address. As g resull, over the next seven veurs, the AEC
shut down sl Hanford production reaciors, save for the Mew Produstion Besctor

At this tine the Hanford ares was o one isdustry wwn, Approwmstely 8300 people worked
gither in site plants or in the operations office. Virnally alf were dependent divectly or mdirectly
on plutonivg production sotivities. The ARC, scoondingly, took wteps w keep the ares
soonomically visble by undertaldng s Hanford diversification program, siming 1o bring new
ichustey and contractors o the ares. The operations office’s major tashk duning the remainder of
the decade was 1o oversee the Handord diversification program for the ABLC

The ABC moved quickly to mplement the diversification progran. In 1964 the ABC committed
$0 the use of multiple contractors ot the site and selevted Battelle Memorial Institute of Columbus,
{Ohacr 25 ong of the st of thers, In 1985 Battelle contracted to run the Hondord Laboratones,



newly designated a3 Pacific Morthwest Laborstory. The AEC then devded 1o buld the Fast Flux
Test Facility (FFTF), 1o rogt faels and marerialy which would be used in breeder reactors, at
Hanford, Construction of the FETF began in 1970 and took twelve vears 1o complete. The AEC
abso Iocated other projects there, such as the Hanford Conteinment Syatoms Experimen, deagoed
o investigate aspects of the safety of Hght warer reaciors.

In 1975 the AFC was abolished and the Richland Operations Office became 4 pant of the Energy
Hesearch and Development Administration (ERIDAY. Linder ERDA the operations office
smploved 303 persomnel o overses 2272 comtracior enplovess engaged In phutonium produstion
activities, The annuel budget for this came o gbout 571 aullion. In 1977, however, ERDA was
sholished and the Richland Uperations Office became a part of the Department of Energy.

in 1987, several months after the Chernobyl nuclesr resctor scridens, the Mew Production
Reactor was shut down The resctor was similay o design to e Chernobyl reacior and safety
concerns led 1o the shutdown, Aflerward, mogt of the giie’s regources were devoted (o mansging
the grvironmentsd legacy keft by decades of phutordur production. The Rickland Operstions
Office's job was transformed Som oversesing phvonium production 10 managing environmentsl
clean-up and waste products. It glsn oversess the resemch, development, and commerciglization
of technologles for waste management, clean-up, snd envircnmentsl restorstion. The potential
health consequences sssocinted with the operation of the compdes was 2 serious Concers amung
many whe live, or have Byed, near the site, Az 2 result, Hanfied s corremly imvolved in seversl
health relared studies and de operations office menapes DOF's mvolvement with these sctivities.

Richland Operations (3¥ce Insctive Bevords: The operations offics retaing custody of
records cremed a3 long ago a3 the World War 1 Manhatten Project. This means that i has

- custody of federal records Fom o number of operations offices orpesizations which functioned
undder the MED, ABC, ERDA or DOE. Due to the AR Hanford diversification program, ¥ also
has cugtody of records from severad different contracior organizalions, anmong téze:m PriPont,
{enersl Blectrio, and the Hanfbrd Brvironmentsl Heplth Foundation,

The operations office generally comrols insctive records on the records box lepvel. Thas, mogt
fnding wids to Richland Operations Offics records congist of invenionies of the contants of
wmdividusl boxes of vecords. The nventoriss sppesr o Bevords Transfer Reguest forms which
fist the organtzation which crested an individus! box of reconds. The forms, however, do ool
incicate whether the boxes were parts of larger groups of records retired a1 the same ums

Owignnally many of the records sbowt site sotivities were classified. The Richland Operstions
Ofice has now declassified many of #s older documents in response 10 Btigation and 1o meet
other needs. 1 has placed muny of these documents in s public resding roowmy thus much of te
comtents of the boxes Heted on the anached Reoosds Trossf Beguest forms may be avatlsble m
the Rickland public reading room. As soon 38 the documents are gvalable, they will be linked w
the Hanford Home Page gt kg e hanford gov/dosfrending m



Richiand Operstives Office-Selecied Insctive Reoords Containing Environment, Safety
and Health Information: The sttached records bow inventories Hst important documents
pertaining to snvironmental, safery, and health conditions on the Hundord site. They contain key
information about the environmenisl and heshth conseguences of plutonhe production. They
contents wers crested either in the 1987 10 1971 perod or during the 1980 The boses and thedr
highlights are as follows:

Box Mumber - Highlight

1. TIR431-115440  Collection of Environmenial Compliance Litigation Support Files

3 2936) Comaing Information on the Thermal Bfecrs of Producton Reastors
LR VLKt Comiaing safery information on Hanford production resctors
4. 3085 Comtaing sufery evalustions of the New Production Reastor

The box inventories may n reflect the present condition of these records,

Arrsnging for Access tp Richlsnd Operstivns Offfce—Sederied Inactive Records Containing
Environment, Safery and Health Information:  Acocess o wwlsssified portons of these
materisls can be arranged under provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIAY.  An
FOEA request may be submitted, o addivions] mformation sbout the records obtained, by
sontacting the FOLA officer st ’

Freedom of Information Aot Officer, 4778
LLE Department of Bagrgy

PO Boy 5330

Richland, WA 99353

Phone: 50837682146,

Some of the records on the attached boy nventories ey heve previously been made available a1
the DOE reading room in Rickland. These records may be reviewsd and duplivated a1 the reading
roont Dhere is a fes for duplication. The reading rocun can be reached st

DY Public Beading Room

P06 Sprowt Road

Richiand, WA 99352

Phone: 509.370-8583

E-muil. Resding Room@pnlgov
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