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The Department cf Energy and Its: Heritage.: The Departmen,t of Energy {DOE) is. one of the 
most diverse agencies in the federal government, It was crnated in 1977 from a s.core of 
organizational entities from a dozen departments ant1 agencies, DOE encourages the 
development of energy teduK~l.ogies in several. a:reas-so!ar, geot.herm~ fossil fuel, and nudear, It 
develops technologies aimed at promoting conservation of energy resources. DOE is one of the 
largest Federal agency supporters of bask sdentific res.e'<tr.Ch and manages a research complex that 
includes some of the nation's prerriier laboratories. DOE hdps furmufate national policies fbr 
energy use and devefopment Perhaps surprisingly to many, DOE abo runs the nuclear weapons 
research, development, and production. complex ws wd1 as as-~ocfated dismantlement and de.an. up 
activities, 

DOE's nuclear heritage com~ from the \Vorld \Vax U Manhattan Fff~iect which built the atomic 
bomb, The threads ofDOE's itivo!vement with nudear issues and programs run through the 
foHowing agencies: the Manhattan Engineer District (1942.-1947), the Atomic Energy 
Commission (1947-1975). and the Energy Research and Devdopment Administration (1975~ 
1977) DOE not only took over fonctions, cu!tures, and traditions from these age.ncies, it also 
inherited records from them, Of these agencies, the longest lived and most controversial was the 
Atomic Energy Comrrission (A.EC} Thi~ A.EC a!sc rreatetl .a gnw.ter volume of rncortls than any 
other DOE predecessor agency and, not surprisingly, DOE stiU has custody of a f;Ubsrantial , 
vo!Tu"W~ of AEC re,con::b, 



The Atu.mk EnetKf Cunnnfa£fon: From its inception in 1947 untH its abolition in 1975, the 
AEC carried out a Crmgressional mandate for a large federal role in atomic energy development. 
The AEC maintained prograr.ru; for nudear weapons re~arch,, devdopm• production, and 
testing; production of p!utoriium and weaponti grade tmnrit~m; m.UHng an<l re.fining of uranium ore; 
biomedical research into the effects of radiati.tm a~cl nudear weapons~ basic nudear rese.arch in 
fields such as chemii!iry, physics, and metallurgy; development of nude2.f reactors; promotion of a 
civilian nudear power industry~ and t..on.duct of mtemationru Atoms«for~Peace activities, It wa.~ 
unique among tedernl agendes in combining rnsponsibifuie5 to both promote and regulate a 
technology, It promulgated offidat regulations to govern tht~ conduct of officials imp~ementing 
many of these programs, 

In 194 7 the AEC assumed control of research and pmductk.m facilities created by the kianharum 
Engineer District (1\1ED) during Wodd W a.r R The fuci.Hdes were scattered from coast to coast,, 
with the primary ones hcing iocatoo in Oak Ridg~ Tennessee; Hanfbrd, Wa.~hington; and Los 
Alamos, New b-1e:xic-0, The :MED operated them through contracts with private universities, such 
as the University ofC&iforui.a,, and private oompani.es, such ~s DuPont and Union Carbide, To 
develop the atomic bomb, the .~ffiD established a ci:Jmple%. of production plants and laboratories 
in which the government ownoo the facilities but tapped the expertise l)f industry and universities 
through contracting out the task. of operating them, 

The AEC did not change the M:EIYs system ofgovemment~owned, oontractor operated (OOCO) 
facilities, To provide govemmem oversight of contractor opernted :facilities some distance from 
Washington, the AEC initially create<l five fiel.d centers of operatlorm and gave them broru:i 
delegatlmw of auth~xity. Each was to r.rumage a different pm of agency programs, and exercised 
broad authority within limits set by AE.C Washillgton headquarters. Each,, however, was to have 
unusual initiative and freedom of action <IB long as it operated within general policy guidelin.es set 
by Washington. 

Th~ Richh:md Opernti.@ns ()ffiee~ At Richland foe 1\EC had to oversee a forge plutonium 
production complex. foitfai :3ite construction had !fitarted. in 1943 and within 2 years an enormous 
complex. was in pfa.ce. By June 1944 approximately 39,000 workern laboroo to complete 
Hznford. By war's en<l they .had built a piutonium produd1on facility consisting of three nudeM 
prndm,."1;ion re.actors, three {..;hemkaJ separations plants, and other ancillary plants. ill accordance 
\o.,.1th the !>AED's practice of empbying private iruiustry to construct and operate the atomic bomb 
development oomple~., EJ. DuPont de Nemours and Company con~tmctetl and operated the site. 

Because this facility was w large and complex! in 194 7 the AEC create<l a field center of 
operations \Vhose sole task was to superiise the Hanford plutonium production facility. Cal.led 
the Office of Hanford Directed Operations, the ,A.EC soon changed its name to the Hanford 
Opernticm Office, an.cl, then a. decade later, to the Richland Operations Office, The office was 
located in Rlchland, Wa.~hington, a fow miles from. the Hanford production site, Unlike some 



other AEC operations officeSc., the Office of Hanford Directed (Jperntions supervised activities, 
\>lrtuaHy all of whlc.h were conducted at one she ~r' orie <:ontra<::toL 

By this time :DuPont had ceased to be Hanfonf s prime contractor and General Eiectric had 
acquired the managing and operating contract and a.ssumed responsibility for producing 
plutonium. As wen as. overseeing site plutonium production activities, the operations office had 
to ensure a smooth transition from DuPont to General rn~~tric in this period, facilities, such as 
the Hartford Laboratories, whfoh conducted research on.the biological e:ffet.i:s of radioactive 
material, v;iere also established at the site. One 1abornwrv mission was the srudv of the efi:ects of - .. 
radioiodine, which was emitted .:=is a waste pn::xiuc.t from tht: chemical. separations plants. 

Hanford production facilities expan-ded from 1947 to 1953 M meet Cdd and Korean War 
demands for more uudear weapons. During this period fh·'t additionat production reactors were 
built at Hanford. Thus, the F....ar.Jhr<l Operations Office had to oversee a large comtru.ction 
program 'Willie it supervised increasingly efficient phn.nnium production activities. By 1949 
approximately 65,000 pe.ople frved in the llichfamd area, and mom: of them were employed in the 
plant or at the operations otlke, At that time the ffunford piauts empl.oyed more than one~fourth 
of all contractor persorm.d engaged in operating atomit energy pgantB :and two-thfrds of a!i 
construction workers engaged in buiiding atomic. energy p!ant~. 

By the mid i 950s. the operations office was overseeing the operation of eight production reactors 
at H:anford. The reactors were nm around the i.::Jock and impn:;vements to the three reactors built 
during the war allowed them to be run at higher than designed power le--1els. In the 1 %Os, one 
additional reacmr, ca.lied the New Pmduction Reaci.oc, went im:o operation at Hanford. It was a 
dual purpose reactor, designed to produce plutonium antl de~;tdc power. Like the other Hanford 
reacmrs, it was graphite moderated and ~.vater cook..0 

By the mid 1960s the AEC had met all Department of Defon$e requirements for nudear weapons 
production and had created a huge arsenal of m.J.dear weapon.s. Accordingly, President Lyndon 
B, Johnson decided to redmx: nudear materials prn<l:tK-i:.kin and presented it as a disarmament 
measure in hfo 1964 State ofthe Union address ... A.s a re.:-:;ult> over the next seven years, the AEC . . . 
shut down all Hanford protlw: .. i:inn n:a::.-:tors, save frw the ?<Jew Production Reactor 

At this rime the Hanford area wa..';; a one industry mwn. Approximately &300 people '~'orked 
either in site plants or in the operations office. Virtually 4H were dependent directly or indirectly 
on piutonium productfon activities. The ABC, accordhg)y, took steps to keep the axea 
economkatly vfabk by undertaking its Hiinford cliv~;rsification. prograrri, aiming to bring new 
industry and contractors into the area. The operations offio,=::~s major task during the remainder of 
the decade was to oversee the Hanford. dh,'ersi.fic.ru::ion oroz.ram for the /\EC . ... ...., 

The A.EC move<l quk~kly to implement the divernifi.cation program. In 1964 the AEC cornmitted 
to the use of multiple contractors at the site and sdecte<l EatteHe Memorial Institute of Coh.unbus, 
Ohio as one of the first of them. 1.n i965 Battdle cnntracv~d. to run the Hanford Laboratories, 
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newly designated as Pacific Northwest Laboratory .. The AEC then decided to build the Fast Flux 
Test F adfity (FFTF). to test fuds and materials which wouM be use<l m brooder reactors, at 
H.anfoni Construction of the FFTF began in 1970 an<l took twd.ve years to complett.t The AEC 
also located other pn~jects there, such as the Hanfur<l Containment Sym:ems Experiment, designed 
to jnvestigate aspect::; of the safety ofiight wm:er re$ctors. 

In 197 5 the AEC was aboh8hed and the Richland Operations Office became a part of the Energy 
Research and Development Arlmi.nbtratkm (ERDA). Under ERDA the operations office 
employed 303 personnel to overnoo 2272 contractor empbyees engaged in plutonium production 
activities. The annuai budget for this came to a.bout $71 minion_ In 1977, however, ERDA was 
abolished and the Richfamd Operations Office becan1e a part rif the Department of Energy. 

1n 1987, several months after the Chernobyl nucJe$! rea0ior accident, the Ne'N Production 
Reactor was shut do'Mn. The reai.:,ior was similar in design to the Chernobyl. reactor and safety 
concerns ied to the shutdown. Aft.erNard,. most of the site's resources were devoted to managing 
the environmental legacy left by decades of pluN:mium production. The Richland Operations 
Office~s job was transform.oo from <.nr"enecing plutonium production to managing envirmun.ental 
dean-up and waste products. It ahw oversees the research. devdopment, and commercialization 
tJfteclmologfos fur waste management~ deM-up, and envin:mmemal restoration. ·Tue potential 
hfilli.th consequences aswciate<l. \vith the operation. of tlle wrnpiex was a serious con.cern run0ng 
many who live,, or have Hved, near the site, As a result, mnford b currently invoived in severai 
he.filth related studies and the operations office nw.ruiges. DOEs involvement with the:se activities. 

Richland Operations Office foa.rove: :Records: The: operations office retains custody of 
records created as kmg ago as the World War II Mwhattrm Project, This means that it has 
custody of federal records from a number of operations offices organizations whlch. functioned 
under the MED, .AEC, ERDA or DOE Due to the A.:EC Hanford diversification pro~ it also 
has custody of records from ::ie\teral diiforent o::mtrac-tor or.wu.Jzatio.ns., am.ong them DUPom, 
General Electric, and tbe Hanfrmi Environmental He'dth Foumhtion. 

The operations office generally controls inactive records on the records box l.eveL Thus, most 
finding aids to Riehl.and Operations Otfke records c<...ms.ist of inventories of the contents of 
individual. boxes ofreco.rds, The inventories appear on Rei;on:b Transfer Request forms which 
list the organization 'Nttich created an individual box of necon.fa. The forms, however, do not 
indicate whether. the boxe:::; were parts of larger groupl:\. of n>.~;on:b n-'.'.tired at the Sfilne: time. 

Originally rrany of the recDn.h about site activities were i..Ja..%:ilied. The Richland Operations 
Office has now declassified many of its older documents in response t.o fitigatfon and to meet 
other needs. It has placed many of these documents in its public reading room~ thus much of the 
contents of the bnxes listed on the attached Records Transfor Request forms may be avfillabie in 
the Richland public reading rooHL AE soon as the docu.rnents are availabie, they v..-m be linked to 
the Han:fr.~rd Home Page at http:/h.v>.r.'\v,hanford,gov/clodreatling.htm, 
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Richland Operations Offite--Seiected Inactive R«'on'b Couwning Environ:men4 Saftty 
and Health Info:rmatfon: The attached records box inventories list important documents 
pertaining to environmental, safety, and health conditions on the Hanford site. They contain key 
information about the enviromuentaJ and health consequences of plutornum production. Their 
contents \Vere created either b the .i 967 to 1971 period nr during the 1980s. The boxes and thcir 
rJghlights are as fuHows: 

Box Number · Highlight 

l, 115431~115440 Collection of l:nvirnnmental Corapiia.nce Litigation Support Files 

2. 29361 Co.mains Jnformation on the Thermal Effects of Production Reactors 

J, 15200 

4.. 3085 

The box inventories rrmy not reflect the present condition of these records. 

Arranging for Access to Rkhland Operations Offk~Sdected hlacth·e R.et.on:b Containing 
Environment Safety and :Health foformation: Acces.~ to undassi:fi.ed portions of these 
materials can be arranged under provisions of the Fr~dom of fa:Uormation Act (FOIA). An 
FOIA request may be surnnltte(l or addition.al informztion about the nxor<l.s obtained, by 
contru:;ting the FOIA. officer at: · 

Freedom oflnformadon Ad Officer, /\7~75 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 550 
Richland, \VA 99351 
Phone: 509<376--6216, 

Some of the records on the attached box inventori%'.'.S may have previously been made available at 
the DOE re-a.ding room in Richbuul These records w.ay be revi.e>we<l and duplicated at the reading 
room. Them is a foe for cluplkatk.m, The re.adfog room can be reached at: 

DOE Pub1fo Reading Room 
100 Sprout Road 
Richland, WA 99352 
Phone: 509<H6~35~n 
E-maii: ReadiDK .. Rnom@pnt gov 
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