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The Department of Energy ~nd Iu Heritage: The Department of Energy (DOE) is one of the 
most diverse agenci.es in the Federal government, It ~N~ crnated in 1977 from a score of 
organizational entities from a dozen departments and agencies, DOE encourages the 
development of energy ted:mdogfos in several area.5-~&iolar, geothermal, fossil fuel, and nuclear. It 
develops technologies aimed at promoting conservatkm of energy resources .. DOE fa one of the 
largest Federal agency supporters ofbasi0 scientific f'~;;;h and manages a research complex that 
includes some of the nation's premier laboratories. DOE helps formulate national policies for 
energy use and devefnpment Perhaps surprisingly to ntany. DOE mo nms the nuclear weapons 
rnsearc~ development, and production cmnpfox ~ well a.~ associated clismantlement and dean up 
acti'vities. 

DOE's nudear heritage comes frc~m the World \Var II :M.aribattM_ Project which built the atomic 
bomb. The thre.ads ofDOE's involvement with nuclear hsues and progt1ik'118 run through the 
fo.Ho"Wing agende~t the Mwllattru-1 Engineer District ( i 942~ 1947), the Atomic Energy 
Commission O 947°1975), and the Energy Research and Development Athnjcistration (1975-
1977)- DOE not only took over frmctkms, culturns, and trn.ditions from these agencies, it also 
inherite<l records from then. Ofthe-.~e agencies, the longest frved and most <.;;Ontn.:ivernial was the 
Atomic Energy Cow.J.nission {AEC), The AEC alsn created a greatt:r vokm1e of records than any 
other DOE predecessor agency and,, not surpdsing1% DOE sti.H has custody of a substantial 
volume of A.EC records. 
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The Atomk Ent'.rgy Comrnissfon1 Frnm its inception in 1947 untH its abolition in 1975, the 
AEC carried out a Congres.sionru mandate for a large foderal rde in atomic energy devclopment 
The A.EC maintained programs for nudear weapons researct\ development. prnductfo~ and 
testing; production of plutonium and weapons grade urnciw:n; mining and refining of uranium ore; 
biomedical research into the effects of :rniliatkm and nudear weapons~ basic nuclear research in 
fidds such as chemistry, phymcs, &.'1ci metallurgy; development of :nudear reactors; promotion of a 
civilian nuclear power indui;try; and conduct of international AtomshforNPeace activities. It wa£ 
ucique among federal agendes in et1mbining responsibilities to 'fft1th promote and regulate a · 
technology. It promulgated offidci regu.iations to govt.zni dw conduct of officials implementing 
many of these progr~s. 

In. 194 7 the AEC assumed contrd of resemch and production .facilities created by the Man.hartan 
Engineer District (MED) during World War TI. The fadfitfos were scattered from. coast to co.wt, 
with the primary ones being located in Oak Ridge, .Tennesset~; Hanford, Washington; and Los 
Alamo~ New M~xioo, The NiED operated them through co:ntrnctg v.'ith private universities, such 
~ the University of California, and private companies, such as ,DuPont and Union Carbide.. To 
develop the atomic bomb, the h-ffiD established a compkx of production plants and laboratories 
in which the government owned the fa.dlitfos but tapped the expmi~~ of industry and univers.ities 
through contracting out the task of operating them, 

The AEC did not change the hiED's systern of gover:runent~ov.rned; contractor operated (OOCO) 
facilities. To provide gove.mment overnight of coutrnctor operated fucilities some distance from 
W :ashington, the ,i\EC irtlciaHy created five :fid<l i..:entern of operations and gave them broad 
dclegations of authority. Each wa~ to manage a different pmt of agency programs., and exercised 
broad authority -;,:v!thin liwlt~ set by AEC \Vashlngton. headquarters. Each, however, was to have 
unusual initiative and freedom of action as h:mg as it operated lvttlliri. genera! policy guidelines set 
by 'Washington. 

The Richland Operation~ Office~ At Richland the AEC had to oversee a large plutonium. 
production complex_ lnltia! site construction had sta1tt~d in l 943 and within 2 yearn an. enormous 
complex was in place, By June 1944 approximately 39"000 workers labored t(1 et1mplete 
Hru:llord. By \V:at's end they had built a ph1tomum production .faci1iry o:mshting of three nude:ar 
production reil'-''tOts, three chemiccl separatinns µfa.ms, and other anciHary plants. In aco,;rdance 
':Mith the l\.ffi.D's practice of employing private indtrntr:"l rn ~:onstruct and operate the atomjc bomb 
devdopment complex" ET DuPont de Nemours and Com;rn.ny com;tructed and operated the site, 

Because this facility wag so large filld. t::.0mp1ex. in 1947 the A.EC created a field center of 
operations whose sok task \Vas to supervise the Hanfbrd plutonium production facility. CaHed 
the Office of Hanford Direct.ed Operations, the AEC 8oon changed its name to the Hanford 
Operations Office, and, then a decade later, to the Richland Operations Office. The office was 
located in Richland, \Va.shington, a fov,,; miles from th0 JJ.a.nford prn<lu<.i.ion ~ite. Unlike some 
other AEC operations omces~ the Office of Han:frH·d Din:.-:ued Operatiorrn supw<iM.itl activities.,, 



virmaUv all of which were conducted at one .site bv one eontractor, ,, , 

By this time DuPont had ceased to be Hanfurd's prime contractor and Genera! Electric had 
acquired the managing and operating contract and assumed responsibility for producing 
plutonium. As well as overseeing site plutonium production activities, the operations office had 
to ensure a smooth transition from DuPont to General Electric. ln thh period, fudiiries, such as 
the Hanfrm:i Laboratories, which conducted research on the biological effects of radioactive 
matenai were also established at the site, One tabnratory mismon \Vas the study of the effects of 
.radioiodfoe, which was emitted ;:w a wa5te product from the chemical separations plants 

Hanford production facilities expanded from 1947 to 1953 to meet Cold and Korean War 
demands for more nuclear we~Jrut During this period five additfo:i:w.i production reactors were 
built at Hanford. Thus, the Hanibttl Operations Office had to oversee a large construction 
program while it supervised increasingly efficient plutonium produdion activities, By 1949 
approximately 65,000 people k-1~x1 in the Rid:lland .ar·e<l., and most of them were employed in the 
plant or at the operations office, At that time the Hanford pl.ams employed more tlwn one-fourth 
of aH contractor personnel engage<l fo npe:rating atornk energy plants Md tw°"thlrds of all 
construction workers engaged in building atomic energy plants. 

By the mid 1950s the operations office was overseeing the operation of cight production reactors 
at Hanforii The reactors were run around the ~.Jock and improvements to the three reactors built 
<luring the war allowed them to he run at higher than d~igned p<r'<i.:e:r tevek In the 1960s, one 
additional reactor, called the New Production Reactor, went into operation at Hanfonl it WM a 
duru purpose reactor, designed to produce plutonium and eh;:ctrk power. Like the other Hanford 
teat,,'torn, it was graphite moderated and water coi1k& 

By the mid 1960s the AEC had met all Dep.artmtmt of Defo-nsc rnquirernents for nuclear we-apon..~ 
pn:xiuction and had cre-an~d a huge .arsenal ofnw .. ~iear weapon&L ,4,.ccordingly, President Lyn.don 
B, Johnson decided to redut'.e midear materiats production arid pre;Sented it as a disarmament 
measure in his 1964 State of the Union address. ,t.\s a rcsuJL over the next seven vears, the AEC 

• ,,I . ' 

shut dmfy11 all Hanibrd production reactorn, save ibr the New Production Reactor. 

At this time the Hanford area was a one industry tmvrt Approximately 8300 people worked 
either i.n site plant~ or in the operations office. Virtually ill were dependent directly or indirectly 
on plutonium production activities The AEC, ao:or<lingiy., took steps to keep the area 
economically viable by undenalring,its Hanford divenif:kati.on program, aiming to bring new 
industry and contractors into tbz area, The opernfo:ms oflke's major task during the remainder of 
the decade was to oversee the Hanfr.~rd diverf>ific.arkm program for the f\EC. 

The AEC moved quickly w implement the diversification prngrarrL fo 1964 the AEC com.mined 
to the use of multiple contractor:=:: m: the sjte and selected BatteHe Memorial Institute of Columbus, 
Ohio as one oft.he first of them. fo 1965 BatteHe contrmLe<l to nm the Hanford Laboratorie~, 
newly de:.:;ignated ati Pacific Northwest Laboratory The AFC then decided to build the Fast Fbx 



Test Facility (FFTF), to test fuels and materials ·wmch would be used in breeder reactor~ at 
Hanfr.mL Construction of the FFTF began in l 970 and took twelve years to coropicte. The ABC 
also located other projects there, wch as the Hanford Containment System..s Experiment, designed 
to investigate aspects of the safety uf l.ight water reactorn. 

In 197 5 the AEC was aboEshe<l and the Rkhlan.d Operations Office became a part of the Energy 
Research. and Development Administration (ERDA} Under ERDA the operations office 
employed 303 person.rid to oversee 2272 1.7'ntrat;mr empioyeet{ engaged in plutonium production 
activities, The annual budget for this c.arne to about $71 million In 1977, however, ERDA was 
abohshed and the Richland Opemtiorrn Office became a part of the Deparnnent of Energy. 

In 1987, several months after the Chernobyl nudear retK:tnr acdden~ the New Production 
Reactor was shut cl.own The re.actor was siroihrr in design to the Chernobyl reactor and safety 
concerrui ied to the shutdown. Afterward, most of the site's resources were devoted to managing 
the envirorunemaI iegacy foft by decades of plutonium prooucriott The R.foWand Operations 
Officeis job was transfurm:ecl fron1 overseeing p!utomu.m production to managing en'«'fronmenrn1 
c!-e.a1H1p and ~raste products. It also oversees the researc'k dev-clopmerrt, and commercialization 
of technologies for ~.vaste mm1ageruent~ dean~up, w<l envirnmnentru restoration, The potential 
health consequences aswciatetl with the operation of the complex was a serious concern among 
many who live, or have lived, near the site. As a result, Hl.f'£ord is currently in.vo%ved in several 
health rdated studies an<l the operations office ma1tages J)OE's ~n\1{;lvement with these activities, 

Richland Operation~ Offke lmu::tive Records~ The operations office retains custody of 
rnoords created as long ~o as the World Warn J\.fa.nhatran Proje-;:;t, This means that it has 
custody of federal records from a uwnber of operations offices organizations whlch functioned 
under the hffiD, A.EC, ERD,4,, or DOE. Due to the AEC Hanford divernification prngra,.<n, it also 
has cwrtody of records fro.m w:,-·,,,-eral different contractor organizations, among them DuPont, 
General Efociric, and the Hanfbrd Erivi.rorune.ntfil Health fnumiatfon. 

The operations office genera.Uy cont.re Is inat.iive rei::onis on the records box 1eveL Thus, most 
finding aids to Richland Operations Office records t~orisist of inventories of the contents of 
individual boxes of records. The inventories appear on Record.fi T rnnsfer Request forms which 
list the organization which created an individual box of records, The forms, however, do not 
indicate whether the boxes 'Nern paxts of larger gn.mps of re{:;ord.s rndrnd at the same time. 

OriginaHy many of the records about ~he activities \vere :::::l.assifled., The Richland Operations 
Office has now declwsifie<l many of its older documents in reSfH.XIBe to litigation and to meet 
other needs, It has placed many of these documents in its pubfo: re.ad.fog room; thus much of the 
conter1t.s of the boxes hstecl on the mtache<l Recon:fa Tran:sfer Request forms may be available in 
the Ridtland public reading room. As ~oon WJ the documents me available, they will be linked to 
the Hanford Home Page at http'.//wwt~«.:hanfonigov/dne/re.ading,htn1. 
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Rkhland Ope:ratfons Office lmtctive Re:cords-Sclocted Generru Electric Ma.terfab: The 
attached records box inventork.s Hst wme of the oldest and most important re<;ords in the custody 
of the operations offi~. They contcin documents created by Genera~ Electri<:; in its capacity as 
Hanfonfs sole operating contractor between 1946 an<l 1964. Thtfil contents capture important 
rrm.nagem.ent and operating prdowphies, policies, and practices <lurtitg a cmcia! period in 
Hanfordis history. The boxes and their highlights are as follows: 

BoxNmnbers 

1. 8496&>68, 84970., 
8525:\ 35257~.58,, 
35260 

2. 66799 

3. 76560, 76562 

4. G82980, G82985, 
G82987, GS299Q .. /H, 
G83007, G84601 ~02 

5. 082707, G82673 

files of WJ~. fohrt$Ofi, G.KSite 1\-frulager and later A.EC 
Cornmfasfoner 

Hant.hrd Organiz.ation Charts and BuHetins 

Hanford Technical. Operating Ivfunuab 

The box inventories may not reflect the present condition of these records. 

Arranging for Ac('.ei:S to Richland Operations Offk~Sdetted G~nerai E!ectrit Matt-riali~ 
Access to undasfil.fied portions of there rnarnri:als can be arranged under provisions of the 
.Freedom of Information-~ (FOIA). An FOIA request may be submitted, or additional 
information about the records obtained, by contacting the POI.A officer at: 

Freedom ofinformarion .Act Officer, A 7 ~ 75 
tT. S. Department of Energy 
P fJ Box 550 
Richla..'1d, WA 99352 
Phone. 509-.176~6216 

Some of the records on the attached box inventories may have pre'>-i()usiy been made available: at 
the DOE reading room in RkhhmtL These n~cord.s may be reviewed and duplicated at the readhg 
mom, There is a foe for dupi.icmkm. The reading room can be rea~hed at: 

DOE Public Reading Room 
100 Sprout Road 
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Richlan~ WA 99352 
Phone: 509«376~85&3 
E«mail: Reading__ .. Room(@pcl .. gov 
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