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The Depariment of Energy and Its Herttage: The Departinent of Energy (DUE) s one of the
messt dhverse agencies in the Federsd government. Tt was orested in 1977 from g seore of
orgradeations] erities fom g dosen departments and agencies, DOE encourages the
development of energy technologies in severs] areas—soiar, geothermad, fossil foel, aod muclesr. B
develops technodogios aimed 8t promoting conservation of energy resources. DOE i one of the
largess Federsl sgency supporiers of basie sclentific research and manages » research comnplex that
includes some of the nation's premaer aboratonies. DOE helps Srmulste national policies for
snergy use and development, Perbaps surprsingly 1o many, DOE slso runs the suclesr weapons
research, development, and production compdex as well o sssociated dismantlement and clean up

arzivities,

DOEs muclear heritage vomes from the World War T Manhattan Project which buill the atomic
bomb. The threads of DOE's involvement with nuclear lssues and programs ruw though the
following agencles: the Manhattan Enginesy Distric (19421847, the Awmic Ensrgy
Comprussion {1947-1975%, amd the Encrgy Resenrch and Development Adounistravon (1975
1977y DHOE not only weok over fanctions, culivres, and traditions From these agencies, # also
imherited records from therm OF these agencies, the longest Bved and most controversial was the
Arcrmic Hoergy Conmission {AECY  The ABC also crearsd & greaser vohane of records than any
other DHOE predeceseor agenoy and, not surprisingdy, DOE el has custody of 5 substantial
volume of AEC records,
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The Atowic Energy Commisgion: From s noeption in 1947 qnil itz abolition in 1975, e
AEC varried out o Congressivnal rasdate for 2 large faderal vole in atomic energy development.
The ABL maimained programs for suclear weapons research, development, production, and
testing; production of plutonium and weapons grade uranurm, willing and refising of uranium org;
biomedical ressarch into the efferis of radistion and nuclesr weapons; basic nuclesr research in
ficlds such as chemistry, physics, and metallurgy, developmens of nuclesr reactors; promotion of g
civilian nuclesr power indugiry; snd conduct of bermations] Atoms-for-Peace activites, 1t was
umique among federsd agencizs i oombivdng responsibidities to both promore and regudate g
technology. It promulgaied officisl regudations (o govern the conduct of officisls implementing

many of thess programs.

In 1947 the ABC assumed control of research and production Hinilities oreated by the Manbatian
Engineer Districr {MED) doring World War 11 The Goilities wore soattered Bom ooast 1o cosss,
with the primary ooes being located in Oak Ridge, Tennesses, Hanford, Washington, and Log
Alsmos, Mew Mexico, The MED cperated them teough contracts with private univergsies, such
a5 the University of Califorais, and private companies, such as DoPort and Usnion Carbide. To
develop the atomic bomb, the MED established 5 complex of production plents and ldboratories
in which the government vwned the facilities but tapped the sxpertise of ndustry and universities
through comtracting out the task of operating them.

The ABC did not change the MEDYs system of government-owned, contractor operated (GOC0
facilinies. To provide government oversight of contractor operated factlities some distance from
Washington, the ARC initially crosted five feld comters of operations and gave them brogd
delegations of suthority. Hach was io managy 8 different part of agency programs, and exercised
brosd suthority within Broits set by AEC Washingion headousners. Bach, however, was 1o have
anigsal indriative and Seedom of sorion a8 long 38 it operated within genersl polioy sidelines set

m Washingion.

The Richiand Operations Office: At Richiand the ABC had to overses o large plutonium
production comples. Initial site construction bad starred in 1943 and withun 2 vesrs an enormous
complex was in place. By June 1994 approximately 39,000 workers labored o complete
Hanford., By war'y end they had built 2 plutonium production oty consisting of twes nuclear
production reactors, three chemicsl separations plants, and other ancillary plants. o accordance
with the MELYs practice of emploving private industry 1 construe and operate the siomic bomb
development complex, B.1 DuPont de Nemours and Company constructed and operated the site,

Hecause this facilivy was so large and complex, in 1947 the ARC crested 2 field center of
operations whose sole task was 10 supervise the Handird phaonium production facility. Called
the Offce of Hanford Directed Operations, the AEC soon changed Hs name 1o the Hanford
Operations (ffice, and, then o denade later, 10 the Richland Cperntions Office. The oifice was
lucated i Richiand, Washington, » few miles Bom the Hanford production site. Unlike some

other ARL operations offices, the Office of Handord Directed Operations supervised sctivities,
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virtually sl of which were comducied & one site by ong contractor,

By thes teme DuPont had cossed to be Hasford's prime contractor and Genersl Bloctric had
avquired the managing and opersting comiract and assumed responsibifivy for producing
phatomum. As well as oversesing site phuonium production sctivities, the operations office had
1o ensure & smooth trasstion from DuPon to Genersl Blecivic. In this period, facilitios, such as
the Hanford Laboratories, which conducted ressarch on the Mologioad effects of radivactive
material, were also estabished of the site. Uune laboraiory misgion was the study of the effects of
radiciodine, which was smitted 88 ¢ wasie product Bom the chemics] separations plants,

Hantord production Boilities sxpanded Gom 1947 10 19383 1w meer Uold and Korean War
demands for more nuckenr weapons. Drring this period Sve additions! production reacions were
butlt st Hanford, Thus, the Haodord Operations Office bad 1o overses ¢ large construction
program while i supsrvisesd incressingly ofBoient plutonium production activities, By 1949
approzimatedy 65,000 people Bved in the Richland ares, and most of them were emploved in the
plant or at the operstions office. Al thel tme the Hanford plants smploved more than one-fourth
of all contractor perscaned engaged in opersting stomic snergy plams and two-thirds of aff
sonstruction workers engaged in building atomic energy planis.

By the mid 1950z the operatives office was overseeing the operation of gight production reactors
at Hanford, The resctors were run around the clock and bmprovements 1o the three reactors built
during the war allowed them 10 be run » bigher then designed power levels. In the 19608, one
additional reactor, called the Pew Production Reacior, went into operstion & Haoford, Twas s
dusl poypose resctor, designed 1o produce plutonban and slevinic powsr. Like the other Hanford
regctors, # was graphite moderated and waler cooled,

By the mud 1950s the ABC had met afl Deparvment of Dedonse requirements tor nuclear weapons
production and had crested 2 huge arsenal of nuclear wespos, Accordingly, President Lyndon
B, Johmson decided to reduce nuclear materials production and presented B as 2 disarmament
measire i bis 1964 Sigte of the Unson addvess. A5 2 result, over the next seven years, the AEC
shast down all Hanford production reactors, save for the New Produston Reasior.

Az thus time the Hanford ares was 2 one industry tows. Approgimately 8300 peopls worked
gither in site plants or in the operations office. Virnally of were dependent directly or indirectly
o plutonium production sctivities. The AEC, scoordingly, ook geps 1o kenp the arsg '
seonomically vishle by undertahng 1t Hanford diversification program, siming o bring new
mdustry and contractors o the ares. The operations offioe’s major 1ask during the remainder of
the decade was 1o overses the Hanford diversification program for the AEC

The AEC moved quickly to roplemen the diversiication program. In 1994 the AEC conunined
1o the use of madtiple contractors a2 the site and selected Battelle Memorial Institute of Columbus,
Ohio as one of the frg of thern In 1963 Battelle contractad {0 run the Hanford Laboratornies,
newly designated as Pacific Morthwest Laboratory, The AR then decided 10 build the Fast Flux
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Test Facility (FFTF), 1o west fuels and materials winch would be msed in breeder reastons, of
Hanford. Cosstruction of the FETT began in 1970 and took twelve vears o complete. The AEC
afso located other projects there, such s the Hanford Containment Svstems Experiment, designed
i investigale sspects of the safery of Hght water resctons. _

In 1975 the AEC was sholished and the Richland Operations Office bevame 2 part of the Energy
Resenrch and Developroen: Administration (FRIDAY Under FRDA the opsrgtions offics
snploved 303 personmel o overses 2272 contrictor emplovess engeged in plutormum production
activities. The aeal budget for this came o shout 871 milllon. In 1977, bowsver, ERDA was
shodished and the Richland Operations Office became & part of the Department of Energy

In 1987, several momths after the Chernobyt muclenr resctor sonident, the Mew Production
Feacror was shut down The reactor was similar in desin 1o the Chernobyl reactor and safety
concerns led 1o the shutdown,  Afterward, most of the site's resources wees devoled 1o managing
the environmental legacy left by decades of plotontum produstion. The Rickland Opergtions
Office's job was transformed From oversesing plutosiums production to managing environmermal
clesn-up and waste products.. 1t also oversess the resesrch, development, and commercialization
of techaologies for waste vuanagement, clean-up, snd sovirvnmental restoration. The potential
health consequences associated with the operation of the compder was 2 Serious CONCEIT MNONE
many who Hve, or heve Hved, near the site. Az z resull, Hantord is currently involved in several
health refated studies and the operations office manages DOE's involvernent with these activities.

Richiand Operstions Oice Ingetive Becords: The operations office retains custody of
records vrowbed as long ago as the World War T Manhstan Prowers. Tlas means thet i bas
sustody of federal records from & mamber of operstions offices erganizations which fanctioned
under the MED, AEC ERDA or DOE. Due w the AED Haoford diversification program, 8 also
has custody of records from severst different contractor orgenizations, among them DuPon,
Cenersl Electric, and the Handord Hrvironments! Health Foundation,

The operations office genvrally controls mactive records oo the records box level, Thus, most
fiding aids to Richland Operavions Offide records consist of inventories of the contems of
indhividual boxes of records. The lovestories appear on Records Transter Request forms which
list the organization which cregted an individug! box of records. The forms, however, do not
indicate whether the boxes were parts of larger growps of records retired at the same time.

Originally many of the reconds about site activities were clasufied. The Richland Operations
Office bas now declassified many of s older documenss o response 1 Hiigation and to meet
other needs. It has placed many of these documents in iis public reading room thus much of the
contents of the boxes sted 0w the sttached Records Transfer Reguest forms may be gvailable i
the Richland public reading ronm. As won as the documents ave gvaiisble, they will be linked to
the Hanford Home Page a1 hitpSveww hanford govidos/reading him,




Richiand Operations Office—-Selecied Historicsd Photographs: The attached revords hox

. inveniories contain stings of pmmﬁmg;m The nperations office has custody of nportan
coltections of photographs, which capture site congtroction, site Bucilities, and key svents at
Hanford. Included also are some photographs of the Richland community, The foventories of
boxes B-G8E, 15264, 16273 16374, 16275, 41007, 41365, 41274, 53450, and S8843 are, for the
mest part, Bstings of photographe. The inventories of bowes 7742, 7743, 7744, and 7745 are
listings of cards which contain ai&ﬁmpmm of photographs which arg filed elsewhere. These
photographs capture mow of the tnportant Mstorics] activities ar Hanford and they span the

period from 1943 10 1978
The box ventonies may not refiect the present condition of these records,

Arvanging for Access to Richland Operstions Office-Selerted Histovical Photegraphy:
Access 1w unclassified pordons of these mutenisls can be mrranged under provisions of the
Freedom of Informetion Ags {FOLAY  An FORA renuens may be submitted, or additdons!
mformstion sbout the vecords obisined, by contacting the FOLA offier ap

Freedom of Information Agt Officer, AT-75
L1LE Depwrtment of Energy

B Box 550

Richiand, WA 99352

Phone: 308.376.6216

Seome of the repords on the atteched box invergories may have previously been mede svailable gt
the DHOE reading room in Rickland. These records may be reviewed and duplicated @ the resding
room. There is 3 fee for duplivetion. The reading rooun can be vegohed a1

DOE Public Reading Boon

108 Sprow Rosd

Richland, Wa 99342

Phone: 509-376-8583

B-mul Reading Roomi@pml gov
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Fission product packaging facility, B plant, 2008

Increased processing Plexibitity - Purex 200-F zrey

Fission groduct packaging Facility, B plant, 200 £
¥ %a~§???3 contain, tast syperiment, 281-7 BLIG
Coolant baclup modifications, 180 sraes

Figszion product pavkaging facility, B-Plant, 200-F
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Figgion product packaging fagility, B-Plant, 200-%
Plant medification for reacior deactivation
increassd procsssing Flexibility - Purey - 200 arez
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pratotypl & mochup waste managenent pack. sguipment
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roolant hackup modificetions reg’d by reacior deact.
Wo BL-O028 Add. te BLDG. 141-G, IDO-F aves

OffFien addition~ 308 BLDG., 30U ares _
Madify conlant water piping, 218-0-% pond - 200-£
Figgion product packaging facility, B Plani, 20-E
High temperaturs lattics fest regotor, 3 arsa
rontain test experiment, ¥ Plant, 221.7 HLDE, 2004
Fission product packaging facilily, 8 plant, 200-E
waste fractionization, B plant, 200- ares

Fission product packaging faciiity, B plant, 200-E
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Fuels recyoie pilst plant - 300 area
Service addition, 327 BLDG - 300 ares
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Machine sycavate header & piping, Trap pit 6
roolant backup modification for rescior deactivation
Blant modifications for reactor deactivation, 100-H
Canlant backup modificationy for rescior .
Inereased processing Flexibility, Puvex BLBG.

%

(e level radiochemistry BLOG., 300 ares
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Sopvice addilion 397 BLOG., 300 ares
NEfice addition bo 30B BLDG., 360 area
Fuels recycis pilet plant, 300 ares
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Containment test facility, 221-T7 BLDG., 200-W arex
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Waste fractionization, B Plant. 200-% sres
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fontainment Test Facility, 281-7 BLDG., 200-H aves

Fisgion produect packaging facility, B Frant, 200-F

Waste fractioniazation, B Plant, 200 east ares

figsion product packsging Facility, B Plant, 200-L
3
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Fiszion product packaging facility, ¥ plant, 200-L
124

Plant mod. for resctor deactivation, 100 B/L ares
Figsion predunt packaging facility, B Mland, 2005
E+]

Piant mod. for reachor deactivation, io-H ares
Cons. pump pit & slaice pits,
3%

Plant mod. for reacior deagtivation, I00-F area
Fission product packaging faciiiiy, B Plant, 200-E
Blant mod. for reactor deactivation, I00-H area
Figsion product pack. facility, B Plant, 2231-B BLDG.
Cantainment test facilify, 2EL1-T BLDG., 200 ares
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Plant modification for reactor deactivation, 100-F
Figston product packaging Faptiity, B Plant, 200-F
Increased processing flexibitity, Pursy, 2046-%

Plant modification for reacior deactivation

Flant wmod. for reactor deschivetion, LOD-H area
Incressed processing Flexibility, Purex - 200-F ares
Lonsolidated 303 ares service *aﬁgéziyg Phase © 3004
Fission product packaging fagitity

High temperaiure Tatbice test veacior, 300 ares
Machine excavals hesder & piping, TP-2, 202-4 BLDG.
Exvavate conden. header & rap?aaﬁ with (o? stesl pipe |
%achéaf sregvate header & piping, TP-2, 202-8 BLIG

High temperaturs tatfice tesi reactor, 300 ares
Incressed processing flexibility, Purex - 200-F ares
Fauipment for reactor deactivation, 190-F ares
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High temperature lattice tesi reantor, 300 ares
#

Service addition, 327 BLDE., 300 ares
oFFice addition, 308 BLDG., 300 aves
Replace incinerator furnane <
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Contant backup modifications, 100-8 ares
Waste fraciionization, Phasze 111, 200-% ares

Atmosphers physics BLDE.  200-W area

Plant mod, for reactor desciivation -F ares
k3
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Fission product facility - B plant, F0G-F arex
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Contaimment test Facility - 200 wesl ares

figsion product packaging facility - 8 plant, 200-%
Waste transport facility - 200 west ares

Fission product packaging facility - 8 Pilant, 200-F
Contaimment test Facility - 200 wast area

DFFire addition o 308 BLDE., 300 aves

Sorvyice aodition to 327 BLDG., 300 aves

Plant mod, for resctor deactivation, I00-H area
Waste Fractionization, phase 111, 200-% ares
Fisnion product packaging fagility - B plant, 200-%
Blant mod. for reactor deactivalion, 100-H ares
Figsion product packaging factlity - B Plant, 200-%

Stmospherin physics BLDE., 200-W ares

Waste transport Facilities, 200-Y end 300 areas
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Waste womb., program, phaze II1 - wafrax, B Plant

fimospheric physics BLOB., 200-¥
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Flant modifications for reactor deactl
Fission product packaging faciiity, |
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High temperature latlice isst reacior, A ares

Office addition to 308 BLDG., 300 arsd
Fuels recyeie pilot plant, 300 ares
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