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SUBJECT: Discussion a:t th• l99tb Meeting 
at the Natiom.l. Sei::urity Council, 
'lhUrsday, Ma.y 27, l.954 

Present at the 199th meeting ot the Council. were th 
dent ot the United States, presiding; the Vice President ot 
States; th• Secr•tary ot state; the Acting Secretary ot Defe 
Dlreotcr, :roreiga. Operations Mm1n1etre.t1ou; and the 01.rector 
at DeteDSe Mobilization. Al&o .Pl'••"1lt w•r• the Secretary ot 
Ur)'; the Attorney General {tor Itams 1 tbroush 6); the D1rec 
ot the :&ldget; the Cha.1rma.D., Atcmic Energy camiasion (tor I 
8); Aa•1ata.nte Attorney General. Barnes and Ramd.n; Mr'· Herb 
Jr., Dei:artznent ~ State (tor Item 2); the Cbairman, Joint 
Statt; the Df.rector or Cent.ral. D::rtelligence,; Mr'. Robert CUtl 
Aaaiatant to tb.e President,; the Deputy Assistant to _the FJ:"esi 
Robert .Amtlry, 3r., Central tntell1sence Agency; the White H 
Secretary; Mr. B1:'yce B:a;rlov, Aa.mtniatrativ• Aaa1atant to the 
the Elcecut.ive Secretary, NSC; md the I>ep.it)" Executive Secre 

1bere :f'o1lowe a &l.mml.l')' at the d1ecuseion at the me 
the ch1e1' .P01ntcs taken. 

1. SAUD% .ARABIAN-BBITISH TERRI'l'ORIAL DISRJTE OVER BTJRAIMI 

Ml" • .Alle12 IUllea ;pointed out how tar back the dispu 
the bouz:ld&riea between the sheikdc:ml and Saudi Al'abi& went. 
pite had now becaae acute becauae or the cl1.soovery at oil in 
in sutt1c1ent quantities to 'be aomnerc:~ prefitable. The 
d.om8 remained undar Bri t11h inf'l.uence, a.124 the Saudi Arabi&lla 
now tu.med to .Aramco and insisted that 1 t aend in teams to 
and drill in the cliapi.Jted. are&, wtwre Bi-1 t18h teams have alre 
i'Ul tbllir opa&tiODS. .Amcioua to avoid a squeeze, tbe Americ: 
cOlllpl.n1aa ha.ve appealed to the state Depe:rtment to forbid the 
:trom goiJ:ig into the disputed area.. 1b1s vas substantially th 
tb.:1J:ia9 ~ stood.. 

Secretary J)lllea inquired ~ether it was not a fact 
the pending arbitration JXl"OCeedinss tor settlizis tbl! ten-itor 
pute would proceed to a conclua1on 1t the British would agree 
pend well drilling in tha clisputecl flrtl&. It is becauae tile 
V1ll not atop their own drilllni: tbat the Saudis insist that 
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8 · PROPOSAL FOR AB Im'ERNA.TIONAL MORATORIUM ON Ftr1URE TESTS O 

WCLF.AR 
(Memo• tor ltSC trcu Elcecutive Seereta:.ry, eam.e snbject, da 
Mly 17, 25 a.ad 26, 1954; NSC Action Ho. llo6-!!; RSC ll.2) 

Ml'. CUtler reminded the Council tba.t the Secretary 
aa obaU'man ar a aamittee, voul4 report on the queatiou ot 
States agreement. to a'moratorium OD turther teats ar i:mcl.ear W 
Re pointed out that the Council had before it three reparts on 
aubJect • one :t'rcm the Department ot Def'ense oppoeinc u. s. ail" 
to tbe moi-atorium., one f'ran. CIA, and one trom the Federal Ci 
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tense Adm1nistrat1cn. Jio written report had. come trom the :o, .... ~,~ 

( 

_ ot state, but Secret&l-y l)llles had 1cae remarke to :m&ke on the 

Secretary nu.lea said that he and his cazmittee h&d. 
atu¥:cg this p;"Obl.:ml. intensive~ over the la&t tw weeks. Ke 
t&lked as recently as yesterday With Admiral Strauau, and u a 
sult ot the•• coi:rverae.tions, three or tour ai&n11'iC8.11t que1t10 
been posed. 1h9 lllbJect needed further study betore the caanii 
could present its recoaaenaa.ticns to the Natioml Security Co 
Cloe ~ the pl"oblema which had ,prtiC\11&%'1.¥ concerned bim, &a.id 
tary Dlllea, 18 how the Ull1te4 Sta.tea cOuld eecure the pro:pa 
\~tage it sought t'rom acceptina a moratorium without at the & 

aetting the lower l1m1 t to the morat.oriutt. a.t. wea.I10W9 ot 100 KT 
!e •aid. tha.t hitherto we had us'U111ed. that ile would contilrue to 
to teat ves.pona or this or 1011er yield., 'but it we propose the 
as t.be_ 'iavei; 11m:1t, th• Sovieta might well CC!Jlll be.ck "'1th e. F 
t.o 'ben teotu o~ ·all. weapoLl& y.leldJ.no more tban 50 KT. In the 
ot bargaining they miiht even try to get an abeolute ban, sine 
vu :no clear criterion whic:b we couJ.d invoke. Accordingly.1 
he studied tM problem tl".e more clearly he perceived tbo.t the 
ga.-m bell might well 'be stolen trOJ!l the U. S. by the USSR. 

!el• aeeond ~tant question ste:med :tram the f'act 
do not. have VU7 ac::curate methods ot mea.surins the size of nuc 

. pl.osio:us in the Sow·1et union. 'n'd• would make it extnmely _di 
to police &.moratorilml and tc assure ourselfts tllat the Sovie 
not eve.diDg their commitments. Beverthelesa, the J;ll'Opoaal tor 
tol'iUDl was now be:to:re the UN, and vhile we have asked that the 
ba deterred,. ve td.l.1 presently he.ve to decide vhether to r~Jec 
propcaal tlatl¥ or to otter .one aort ot counter·proposa1. Se 
Dlllea ocmclucled hi• atatement with a prani.Ge to !'Ut. the ~ 
iom toc;ether am. to ~aent a comprehensive report at next v 
COUZJC11 mee'tins-

Tarm.ng to A.&rdral. Strauss, th.a President ii:i.qu.ired 
the degree at· accuracy on the size o:t SOViet explo11ona which 
obtained at'ter it had pit tc1ether all. the relJUlta ot 1te i.Irve 
tiont. Admiral Strauaa replied tha.t there YU al.ways a consi 
cUtterence of a.pillion and Of' debate atter the Russians bad tes 
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ot their nuclear veaJ,10ns. It sonietilltea took a.a l.ong as a :year 
achieve t1na.l e.greement u to the yield of the wea;on. 

Secretary Dulles illquired. vhetber it 'W'Un't a tact 
the estima.w ot the yield ot a we&}lOD ooasisted. ot a com,pos1 te 
a mmi.bU ot eatiD:&tes which vvied greatly among theui.eelvea. A .. 
Jllira.J. Strauss replied tha.t the d1vergenoe was not quite as Wide aa 
Secret&.ry Dllles sugeated., but there were certainly d1tterenoe 
u &;C"e&t as 1~ in the :lnit1.al stages ot an appraieal. at the ma 
t~ ot ~ given explosion. 

l.f!". A.llen IW.les ·pointed out 1n th1a connection 't.bat 
· Ch.ervell bad stated that tha British in!tie.J.4r estimB.ted the yi 
or the t'ira't SOViet therconuclear ~os1011 at approx1Jae.tel,y 
more than the United States bad. estimated the yield.. Ke undel"s 
that since then the :British estilllate had been revised. dO!nMl.rd. 

1be President. mcl-'t'elSed. the de•i.r&bility ot thoi-ough 
b7 the United State• or the Brit1Sh csl.culat10111 a.a to the ch,..,,....,~ 
ot ea.ch SOviet wee.pen teat. Aamiral Strauss aaid he tb.ouaht 
:Bt-1 tbh were very J::Neh lea1 thQl"O\lsb tbaz1 we were 1n efforts to 
p-a1se the•• tea ta. He ws not inclined to place hip va..lue· on 
Dritish calculatioos. 

'.Ihe Presiden~ then inqµired what voo.tld be. tlie l.&rpst ize 
wa:apon the Soviets coul.d. aet otr Without our lmowi.ng about it. d-
mire.l Strauea repl.ied that 11re would knw or aey- exJ?loeion vhich 
)'iel.ded lllOre thaD 10 la equiva.l.ent, i.mlHi; the SoV'iets took the st 
utn.orcUnary _precauticm to ll?'event us tr011 learni.ng a.bout a te t. 
He J)Ointed out, hovever, tba't the Soviets were dUe fer a new eer ee 
ar veapo:as tests thi• GU?ner. A.coord.~, it behooved ue. to re h 
a dec11:1 on soon it' "e propoaed to pin ~ advantage :freq agree 
to a mora.torilml on turther tests. 

'lbe P.re•1c!ent reiterated tbe view he had u.preased at 
vioue meeting& ot the COllllcil, tha.t be could perceive no 1"iml 
to the .irobl.am ~ :r:auclear w.rta.re 1f' both sides nmpcy went 
ins biger and better nuclear veapona. While, of course, he did 
va.nt the Soviets to pin a 1eacl on us in this field, 1 t wae neve e ... 
lesa a u.tter ~ despair tc look ahead to a. tuture which conta.1n 
nothing but mere and more bombs. Be theretore bdiewd it wroog 
the United Sta.tee merely to take a. ii-.;ative view o~ this terri 
problem. We !ll\lat tr;y tc find some positive ansver, Bild. to do so 
llQ.ll.d. requU-e mOl"e imagtJlative t.h1nk.1z:l.g than was gc.iz:lg on at pre 
in thia ~at:. Soon, said the President, even l1tt.1e coun es 
will have a stockp11e or these ban'bs, ancl then ve \till be in a i:ne s. 

A4mira.1 Strauss obae:l'"Y'ed that tt would be quite & l.OOS ime 
betore the llttl.e countriee were in a ,positio~ to anufa~e nuc er-. 
veap~WI. 
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