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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Januar7 3, 1961 

K7 dur Hr. Predclent1 

be•tl7 1 told 7ou of my intention to resign •• 
a ....,er and Cbairllan of the Atmie Jner17 Commhaion )l!IOD 
the concluaioo of your term of office. I, therefore, re• 
tt••t J011r aceeptae• of ay realpuation effective Jaauar7 20, 
1961. 

I .. 1111Cloa1D1 a atat911191lt aunaaricins the pTogreaa 
whteh h., been made ill th• nation'• atomic ener17 program 
cttariol the put •iaht ,aua. 

!ha progreH hu been 1ubetantial. 

todaJ th• retaliatory power of our diveraified end 
m1ht7 araenal of nuclear weapon• protects this nation and 
the free World agaillat the design of aggressors. Our 
weapona reaource baa grown aub1tantiell7 in t7P8• and numbers, 
and in efflcianc7 and flexibilit7 of uae. 

the vHt potential of etoaic ener17 h now becoming 
available to advance the well beiq of mankind. The atom ii 
being uaed to diaanoae and treat di1eaae, to produce electrical 
ener171 to improve industrial proceaaea and agricultural methods, 
and to increaae our underatanding of the nature of the world 
around ua. 

Of particular significance is the progress made in 
the development of civilian nuclear power. Now for the first 
time utilitie1 can build large nuclear power plant• of proven 
design in high coat fuel area1 primarily on the basis of 
economic conaiderationa. 

'rhe1e aceompli1hments have been made possible by the 
efforts and cooperation of Government, industry, and our great 
univer1itie1 and college1. 

I am deeply grateful for the honor you have given 
me to aerve your Administration and our country as Chairman 
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of t1ul Atomic 1Der11 ColaiHlon. In areas of the COlllDiHion's 
respoasbilitJ, IUllll81J, the developmaat and production of 
nuclear wupona and the application of the atom to peaceful, 
civU:La purpoHs, tba United StatH leads the world. It is 
Yital tbat our leadership be continued. 1 can say with confi­
dence as 1 leave ., position that the dedication and high 
oaliber of ., fellow ComiHionen who will continue in office, 
ad the Ver/ able Co•bsion staff, aHures continuing progreBB 
ad leadership la the field of atomic anu17. 

With vara personal regards and with deep appreciation, 

I• 

The President 
The White House 
Washington 25, D. c. 

P.nclosure 

Respectfully yours, 

(~'r-~~·"1 J+·1 ,\. i·~~0·1'.) 

John A. McCone 
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