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BEST COPY AVAiLABLE M~Y 6 1954 

Hajor General P. W. Clarkson 
Corr.:nander, Jo~ntTask Force Seven 
APO 187 (HO.-;), c /o P .M. 
San Frcncisco, California (Inter-Island) 

tear Gen9ral Clarkson: 

Dr. John Bueher, Director of Division 'of Biology and Medi­
cine, Atomic Energy Com..irl.ssi on, conferred with rny staff on Ko:-iday 1 

May -3, during his· br~ f stopover here en route to his headq\Jarters in 
Washington. 

He inforrrad us that the Utirik~ will 'be able to return 
to their home atoll as prevfo1isly sc!"ed'.lJe d following the comp..'t= tion of 
the current testing oµ:irations, provided that. inspections reveal ab­
sence of radioactive materials in q_Jant5 ty :i.njuri ou s to health. 
Dr. F.ugher could not give us a definite date of return, but we assume 
that it will te sorretirre in June as previously plan.'1ed. 

He also infomed us that the earliest date of return of the 
Ron7elap peop1e, considering safety factors, wruld 'be at least six 
n:onths fro!TI this date; but for planning pnrposes it wculd be best to 
operate under the asS'l.~D'!ption that they would re away from their home 
for one :rear in order to af:!'ord a suf ficj ent marg~.n o! safety. 

Dr. Bq~!--.er plans periodic inspections by AEC rn:;W.cal person­
nel of the Rongelap ~ople in their new location as well as aft-er re­
turn to their home atoll, and the 'I'nst 7erritory agrees to cooi:>=rate 
in r:-2king these insJl3ction tri".)s possitle with a miniii1t.irn of inconv~nience. 
Dr. Bugr.e r rec :lt:;ni zed th;t from the til'Tle of relocation the O?E?rating 
authority "Will be +..t.e Trust Territory, al U-10~€31 costs arising in con­
:>ec~i0n \..tith +..he ~onzelap as well as the Utirik people will ~e borne by 
the AEC. He shared our thoJ ;:ht that tre necessary lo;:ist.i c sarvices •.iill 
re q~ ire drawing upon th;i res OJ rce s of the Navy. 

Ue have dis-:ussad the few pos!'..i°t'le relocation sites for the 
Ron~elao peonle at length, taki:1g into consi <:Bration the adva"'l~.at_~es and 

sa vantai:;es o eac poss bili ty from the point of view of lo is ti cs, 
'WSrTJ1)6E:.?.1\:IB:f'd~Vl\6dical.ca J :3;-d t:ie sociolo~~1cal and psycholo~tical ef-

826 U.~~'foat!CieENBMI~· 1-7e ave agreed that w three adjacent islets of 
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Ejit, Enearij, and Pegarian in Eajuro Atoll are tl1a n:ost desirable sites 
f.-:ir relocation of the Roni;elap group for the following reaso:"Ls i 

(1) Owned by the Governrent. 

( 2) Rent vould not h~ve to be paid. 

(J) Polit:ical factionalism a!'ld intrigue and t.'"ie question of 
land title a!'ld chiefly a-.ithority wo.1ld not te invol-..ed. 

(4) Contigt:ity to t'.:-.e civil adr.:inistration area on l·iajuro, 
but not i,Jn::);ldiately in the area, making redical and 
logistic support a:1d close administrative SU'E'.B rv:ision 
possible 'While holding undesirable social effects to a 
minimum. 

(5) 

(~) 

. Accessibility to naval a:id nedical perso:1:-el from Kwaja­
lein; use o: t1e hospital at Haj'Jro vould be possible 
for AEC rredical personnel. 

Good anchorsc:e a."'ld f1shing potentialities. 

(7) J.. more typical native setting physically, ecolo:.,ically, and 
culturally, than tre ot~er possible sites; partial reliance 
on native re so\lrces as supple l'Tient to necessary lo~istic 
support would te .feasibJ.B. 

(8) Ilaspite small size of Ejit (8 hectares, 2 ares), large 
enough for number of buildin~s con"...err.;:-2sted; Enearij and 
Pegar:ian (2 hectares each) could be used to locate th:! 
a:i.imal s now being cori tracte d f crr • 

(9) The islands are well covered ~ith trees ?roviding de£irable 
and pleasant setting. BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

(10) .Proxir.rl.ty to frie:ids a:-~d relatives in Majuro Atoll would 
prevent a feeling of isolation. 

(11) AlthO'Jf;h this ro~sible si:.e of ::-elocation has not yet ~en 
disc:.:sse d with i:&'l;e Ro;ife) ap p;3op:!.e, it is belie vad t~at 
it would be a(,>Teeab1a to them on a ter.iporar-J basis • 

Dr. :&.igher states t~at he foresees no diffic~l ties in tre choice 
of t.~is site so far as AEC is co~cer~ed. 

1:tOE 1.RCHIVES 
!.:ecessary buildin;;:; arra~c;ere:-:ts a".lc require::e:its ha-.... ·e b;e~ d:s­

cussed w5. th J.:r. Tobin 1 District Anth?"opologist in the Earsh=il ls 1 \.:ho con­
sulted on t!lis subject with the ?-!agistrate ar.d t~e lea~:ers of tre Ro:iGelap 
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gTaJp prior to his departure for Heodquarters. It is thoueht that the 
buildi:i.~ r3qJirerrents will co~s) st of she~t metal roofs and sawed lumber 
for houses and p.ibl:ic buildin:;s and corcrete for cist.er:'.S. The buildings, 
..n. th the e:r.ceptio;i of the cook hO\ise, sho.;ld te floore d and raised 2 feet 
abow ~01·nd level. 

I\l ild::i.n ;-.5 Needed Soecificatio~s 

(1) Cb1rch Q:!d school ho-.i:e A;:->p.rox. h0 1 Y.25 1xl0 1 hei8ht 

(2) Dispensary a:i(~ medical storeroom II 15 I y.J.5 1X.10 I " 

* ( 3) Storeroom ti 20'Y.10 1 

* (4) Cook ho·.:se n )O'x20'xl0 1 II 

* (5) Y.e ~sing house " h0 1x40 1xl0 1 n 

(I;) Le:tri :ia s (at least 8) n s•x 7'x 71 II 

(7) n.~n bg hoo ses tl5) II 20 'xlS I xlO I " 
(8) Cisterns (concrete a:id wood) To te figured l3 ter 

* Under one roo!. 

Sleeping platfoms may ee added later to thehouses if neces­
sary to i.~crease living space. A porch shruld be built onto tre front of 
each hoillB to provide shade and to cool the interior. The houses should 
be well ventilated~ th sufficient windoHS providsd with wooi:En shutters 
which may be dro?ped in rainy ~e3tJ-er. Screening is unnecessary. It is 
u~derstood t::at Holrn s .and l~arver will underta.1.te a~ of this construction. 

lt is reco!l"~~nded that a 1~-r1d:i.ng craft typa ship 't:::e ·used to 
tra~spor~ ~~terials for construction of the necessary buildings. Cisterns 
should t.e constrtJcted f~.rst in order to cornrrence stcrage of watar as soon 
as possible. It shoul ci be feasible to recruit labor at :r-;ajuro. Dr. Bugher 
recorr:-e n:ed t=:at the 1-ton;;elap peo9le not be used r or heavy labor for rre di-
cal reaso'1s. DOE ARCHIVES 

Dr. F:.iesenbere, Staff Anthropo::logist at HiComTerPacls, will 
accompany Mr. Tobin to Kwajalein a:id hajuro sor.etir.e rext ,,.;eek in order 
to co::isul t w1 th officials concerr.ed ar:d to as:::'..st in r.;aki!'le the necessary 
arra::£~~ ~~ts. They will 'be avail a ... ·le to assist in planning construction 
b;>· Ho:!.res a'ld N;,rver, a~ it is SUk:gested that a member of that Corr.pa..""ly r~ndezva.:s 
wit~ therr: at Kwajalein to proceed to r'•ajuro for at least an overnight stay. 
1 t is tho·~·ght t~e Rongelap Nagistrate and elders should accompany t.his 
party in order to ins\ll"e thst site pla-lning conforu,s with their desires and 
needs. 
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Di strict Administrator 1 .Karsh al. ls 
Distad Rep Ebeye 
A.cfniral Clarke, Kwajale in 
l"u-. William C. Strand, ~ash. / 
Dr. John Bugher, AEC, '"-ash. v 
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