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Yajor General P. W, Clarkson

Commander, JointTask Force Seven

APO 187 (HOW), c¢/o P.M,

San Francisco, California (Inter-Island)

Dear Genersl Clarkson:

Dr. John Bugher, Director of Division of Biology and Medi-
cine, Atomic Energy Commission, conferred with my staff on Mondzy,
May 3, during his brief stopover here en route to his headguarters in
Vashington.

He informed us that the Utirik peaple will be able to return
to their home atoll as previously scheduled following the comple tion of
the current testing operations, provided that inspections reveal abdb-
sence of radicactive materials in quantity injurious to health.

Dr. Pugher could not give us a definite date of return, but we assume
that it will te sometime in June as previously planned.

He 2lso informed us that the earliest date of return of the
Ronzelap people, considering safety factors, would e at least six
months from this date; but for planning purposes it wauld be best to
opsrate under the assumption that they would te away from their home
for one year in order to afford a sufficient margin of safety.

Dr. Bugher plans periodic inspections by AEC madical person-
nel of the Rongelap people in their new location as well as after re-~
turn to their home atoll, and the Trvst Territory agrees to coopsrate
in making these inspection tri»s possitle with a minimum of inconvenience.
Dr. Bugher recognized that from the time of relocation the operating
authority will be the Trust Territary, although costs arising in con-
mection with the Rongelap as well as the Utirik people will e borne ty
the AEC. He shared our thought that the necessary lozistic services will
reqiire drawing upon the reswurces of the Navy.

Ve have discussed the few possitle relocation sites for the
Ronzelap people at length, taking into consideration the advantages and
disadvantages of each possilbility from the point of view of lo istics,
ESDOBAR{IN VY R&ical care, axd the sociolozical and psychological ef-
326 U.SeATOMIOCENBRGAS. Ve have agreed that the three adjacent islets of
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Ejit, Enearij, and Pegarian in lMajuro Atoll are the most desirable sites
for relocation of the Rongelap zroup for the following reasons:

(1) Owned by the Govermrent.
{2) Rent would not have to be paid.

(3) Political factionalism and intrigue and the question of
land title and chiefly authority waild not te invelwed.

(L) Contiguity to the civil administration area on lMajuro,
but not immediately in the ares, making medical and
logistic support and close administrative suprvision
possidble while holding undesirabdble social effects to &
minimm.

(5) Accessidility to naval and medical personrel from Kwaja-

lein; vse of the hospital at Majuro would be possibdle
for AEC medical personnel.

(A} Good anchorsge and fishing potentialities.

(7) b more typical native setting physically, ecolo:ically, and
culturally, than tre other possible sites; partial reliance
on native resources as supplement to recessary lo;istic
support would te feasible.

(8) Despite small size of Ejit (8 hectares, 2 ares), large
enough for number of buildings contemn>lated; Enearij and
Pegarian (2 hectares each) could be used to locate the
animals now being contracted fer.

(9) The istands ars well covered with trees providing dezirable
and pleasant setting. BEST AVA‘LABLE COPY

(10) Prodimity to friends and relatives in Majuro Atoll would
prevent a feeling of isolation.

(01) Although this possible siile of relccation has noi yet heen
discussed with the Rongelep pzople, it is telievad that
it would be agreeadls to them on a temporary basis.

Dr. Bugher states that he foresees no difficulties in the choice
of this site so far as AEC is concerned.

-'bOE ARCHIVES
Necessary building arrangerents and requirersnts have been dis-
cussed with KEr. Tobin, District Anthropologist in the liarshalle, vho con-
sulted on this subject with the Maristrate and the leacers of the Rongslap
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groaup prior to his departure for Headquarters. 1t is thought that the
building rzquirements will consist of shest metal roofs and sawed lumber
for houses and public buildinzs and comcrete for cister:s. The buildings,
with the erception of the cook houvse, shocld te floore d and raised 2 feest
sbove grovnd level.

Buildin~s Needed Svecifications

(1) Church 2nd school hovse Armrox. LO'x25'x10' height

(2) Dispensary and medical stcreroom " 1S'%35'xx0F "
% (3) Storeroom " 2010
# (L) Cook house " 30'x20'x10" "
# (5) Messing house " Lotxho'xior *
(A) Latrimes (2t least 8) n Six 7'x 7+
(7) Drelling houses (15) " 20'x15'x10' "
(8) Cisterns (concrete and wood) To be figured 1s ter

% Under one roof.

Sleeping platforms may be added later to thehouses if necese
sary to increase living space. A porch shoxld be built onto the {ront of
each hou® to provide shade and to cool the interior. The houses should
be well ventilated with sufficient windows provided with wooden shutters
which may be drooped in rainy westher. Screening is unnecessary. It is
understood that Holmes and Narver will vndertake aXl of this construction.

1t is recommended that a l:nding craft type ship be used to
transport materials for construction of the necessary buildings. Cisterns
should %e constructed first in order to commnce sterage of water as somm
as possible. It should ®e feasible to recruit labor at Majuro. Dr. Bugher
recorrendsd that the Rongelap psonle not be used for hzavy labor for redi-

cal reasons. DOE ARCHIVES

Dr. Riesenberg, Staff Anthropclogist st HiComTerPacls, will
accompany Mr. Tobin to Kkwajalein and hajuro soretirme rext week in order
to consult with officisls concerred and to aszist in making the necessary
arrancerents. They will he availa~le to assist in planning construction
by Holmes and Narver, a2nd it is suzgested that a member of that Company rendezvo:s
with them at Kwajalein to proceed to Majuro for at least an overnight stay.
1t is thorght the Rongelap Magistrate and elders should accompany this
party in order to insure that site planinz conforws with their desires and
needs.
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Sincerely yaurs, 0L R
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) Frank E. Midkiff T

. . High Commissioner R

District Agministrator, Marshalls
Distad Rep Ebeye

Agmiral Clarke, Kwajalein
Mr, Villiam Cq Strand, Wash-

Dr. John Bugher, AEC, Vash. /




