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SUBJECT: Dimcussion at the 235th Meeting
- of the Rational Security Council,
MBW, February 3, 1955

Present at this meeting of the Council were the President of
" States, presiding; the Vice President of the United States;

Director, Foreign QOperations A.dministra.tion, and the Director,’
C _of Dafense Mobilization. Also present were the Secretary of
J ury; the Secretary c¢f Commerce (for Item 2); Mr: Brundage for
rector, Bureau of the Budget; the Chairman, Atomic Energy C
(for Ttem 3); Mr. Washburn for the Director, U. S. Information
the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Steff; the Director of Central
- gence; the Assistant to the President; Messrs. Cutler, Dodge
‘efeller, 8Special Assistants to the President; Robert R. Bowie,
" ment of State; Harold A. Botkin, Office of Defense Mobilizatiod (for
Ttem 1); the White House Staff Secreta.ry the Executive Secre » N8C;
e and. the Deputy Executive Secrestery, NsSC. :

~ There follows a asummary of the diacuasion at the meet:l.ng a.nd. tHe main
-pointl taken.:

.1, mo-mmc CMMCATIONB. . ‘
; OF U, S. INTERNATIONAL mmncAsm " ,
O (Progress Report, dated Jamuary 10, 1955, by the office of ense
_ : Mbbilization; on paragraph 8 of KSC 159; Memo for NSC frou [Execu-
© . tive Becretary, same nubJect, dated. Febrnz.ry 2 1955) R B

: Mr. Cutler made & brief sta.tmnt as. to the mture of ‘the
: Procresa Report, noted the views of the J‘oint Chi.ers of Sta:t’r,
. eu.led cn Ir. Flem.’i.ng S .

. De. neming ind:l.ea.udthe mnttowhichthe oCB ¢
tee and his own ad hoc committee on the evaluation of the
fectiveness of U. 5. international) broadeasting had benefited
so-called Schramd study. Decause of the misgivings which had

© port of the ad hoc committee), Dr. Flemming stated his belief
OCB should reappraise the effectiveness of programs in these ar
an eu'lur date than December 31, 1955, as was nov mroposéd.
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3. REPORT.ON VIETNAM FOR THE NATIONAL SECURITY CQUNCIL

(NSC Action No. 1316)

The National Security Council:

Noted an oral report by the Director, Foreign Operatipns
Administration, (1) that & recommendation for Presideftial
determination allocating FY 1955 funds to finance thelaid
rrograms for South Vietnam referred to in NSC Action Jo.
1316-e, and parzllel action in Cembodia and Ia0s, had|been
agreed upon by the Departments of State and Defense, the
Foreign Operations Administration, and the Bureau of the
Budget, and would be submitted to the President today| and
(2) that the financing of these programs from FY 1955|end
FY 1956 funds wculd be within the provisions of NSC 5§06
and the President's tudget message for FY 1956.

4. PROPOSED FUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE EFFECTS, FARTICUIARLY
FALL-OUT, OF THERMONUCLEAR EXPLOSION3

The Fresident indicated that the OCB had prepared a sfate-
ment on the reference subject which would be issued presently by the
Atomic Energy Commission. Accordingly, he wanted the Council's|ad-
vice, particularly on the question whether an ennouncement at t

tating effect on the existing internstional situation. In othe
words, was there any good reeson for keeping altcgether still o
this subject or, alternatively, on saying a great desl more tha
was novw included in the draft? There was one possible reason, qon-
tinued the Fresident, to push ahead. It was generally understo¢d

fall-out from thermonucleer explosions. This he knew from a redent
message from Sir Winston Churchill. The British were going to
a statement, to be issued on February 15, which would give the
ish Govermment's views on the effect of thermonuclear explosiong.
It would seemundesirsble, thought the President, for the people {f
the United States to learn of these effects from the British Goyern-
ment rather than from their own Government, the more so since wq
would probably be obliged to state that the British exposition yas

substantially true.

Mr. Cutler then called on Admiral Strauss, who said tHst
the Fresident himself had largely covered the ground. He pointqad
out that the dreft U. S. statement had been long in preperetiong had
been carefully worked over in the OCB, end was, he thought, in gretty
good shape. The Civil Defense people have been screaming for mqnths
for some such statement as this. Secretary Hoover had pointed qut
that if it is determined to release such a statement, time should be

. allowed to place it in the hands of our diplomatic missions oveypseas
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and for its revelation to the British Government, although therq is
no necessity of waiting until or after the British issue their

statement on February 15. Admiral Strauss then summarized the n-
tents of the proposed statement, which he described as written
simple and comprehensible language and as answering as many que
tions as we ourselves could ask. He proposed to release this sthte-

ment on the llth or 12th of February.

The Fresident inguired whether, if we showed our stateent
to the British in advance of issuing it publicly, the British we{e
not likely to ask for simultaneocus release of our statement and [their

statement.

Secretary Hoover said that the arrangement to show our
statement to the British in advence of its public release had copue
about as a result of a conversation at the recent conference in
Faris, between Deputy Secretary of Defense Anderson and Harold
Macmillan. As a matter of fact, since the British Government w:
including no appropriation for anti-aircraft defenses in its forgh-
coming budget, because it felt that there was no adequate defens
against thermonuclear and atomic weapons, some facts had to be
plained to the British public with respect to this omission. I
answer to the President's question, Secretary Hoover expressed the
opinion that the United States should release its statement befcke
the British Government released its statement, although we were pom-
mitted to cross-check our statement with the British prior to refieas-

ing it to our own publiec.

Admiral Strauss said he did not believe that we had mafe
so firm a commitment to the British, while Secretaries Wilson ang
Humphrey observed that they could see no particular objection td the
simultaneous release of the U. S. and British statements.

The Fresident said that he could see none éither, except
perhaps that the release of two such statements simultaneously miight
suggest that this had deliberately been concerted, and give too preat
am alarming emphasis to the contents of the report and thus causp in-
ternational enxiety as well as heighten the sense of fear.at ho

Admiral Strauss commented that we have no particular rpason
to believe that the British will accept the U. S. findings as tq the
effects of thermonuclear explosions, which would probably be pr
as less serious than the British would present them. Accordinglly, it
would be awkward if the release dates for the two statements werp the

same.

Secretary Humphrey ingquired whether there was much new| in-
formation in the proposed U. S. statement. Admiral Strauss repliied
in the affirmative, and particularly, he said, with respect to the
effects of fall-out. The President suggested that this matter b
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ment. All this, in addition to a British statement, would tend

- comments on them, would have on the Soviets and the Chinese Co

left to the State Department, with freedom to handle it as they
fit, except that if the State Department agrees to the issuance
the U. S. statement simultaneously with the British statement,

British must agree to accept the findings in the U. S. statemen

Secretary Wilson thought that such procedure might ca
difficulty with our loyal ally, Caneds, and said he feared the
ger of overemphasis and great public concern if both Britain an
United States issued statements on fall-out at the same time.
ing with Secretary Wilson, Mr. Cutler pointed out that Governor
son was most anxious to issue a statement urging that the Unite
press ahead with renewed energy end zeal on its civil defense p
He wanted to issue this immediately after the AEC issued its ow

snowball the sense of danger rather than to reassure the popule
Furthermore, Mr. Cutler was concerned about the effect the snow

ists at this particuler juncture in the world situation.

United States proposed statement wasn't going to be very reassur
in any event. Admiral Strauss replied that it would be reassuri

Secretary Wilson said that as far as he could see, the
h

in comparison with so much of the "scare stuff" which had recently

fi1lled the papers on the subject of fall-out.

Governor Stassen suggested that Governor Peterson be df-
rected to wait ten days after the issuance of the AEC statement pe-

fore he made any public ennouncement himself with respect to the

ng
g

Civil Defense program. During this ten-day interval the CCB woujd
study and report to the Fresident on the world reaction and the Ro-

mestic reaction to the AEC statement.

Mr. Dodge said that, speaking es a former Director of ghe

Bureau cof the Budget, he was a good deal concerned lest the issy
of the statement cause a public demand on the budget for increas

bnce
pd
n-

funds for civil defense. The President said with considerable e
phasis that he couldn't help but feel that the Administration ha
woefully underplayed the civil defense program. The real answer
said the President, to the problem, as he had mentioned before,
an informed and disciplined citizenry.

The National Security Council:

a. Agreed that a public announcement on the subject,

as

long

the lines proposed by the Chairman, Atcmic Energy fom-
mission, revised in the light of the Council discufsion,
should be released prior to February 15, 1955, aftgr ad-
vance notification to U. S. diplomatic missions anfl to

the British Government.
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. might be delayed. Mareover, General Ely had expressed the fear

, mument regarding the training of the armed forces of Free Vi

., emerging tendencies were these: (1) Freeing Formosa has beccme

T SIG(IFIGA.M.‘ WORLD EVELOHMTS AFFECTING U. S._ SECU.RITY

‘fall of the Mendes-France government would not necessarily prej

(1) the Suden situation, (2) the Aredb league situation, and (3)
- execution of two of the convicted Israell spies. Our observers

Dulles predicted that Colopel Nessr would grobably survive thes w

ondary t0 this.- (2) Formosa 1s wholly an internal Chinese ma
and ‘one not susceptible of legitimate internationsl imterference

- '(3) U. 8. policy is deliverstely leading to var and accordingly
+ can be a:bsolutly no accommodation to it. . . . ‘

. b. Noted the Preudent 8 directive that other goverpmental -
©° departments and agencies should defer eny public :
- nouncements tonowing upon the release of the A

_eration of m report by the Operations Coordinati
. onr the psychological reactions to the AEC

Nom' ' The action in s abmre, as approvad by the Pre ident,

action 1in b above, as approved by the FPresidefgt, sub-
“sequently transmitted to interested Govermment de-
partments and agencies and to the Cperations
dinating Board to prepare the report rererred to
therein. '

“The ‘Piréctor of centml Intelligence indicated that the

that he would vote against the government's Rorth African pollc
the passage of the WEU agreements in the Freoch Senate, but pes
the fall of Mendes-France might force & review of the U, S.-Fre

"In En'p't, Colonel Nassr was &lso in great difficulty

Egypt believed that the sples had received a fair trial, but th
ecution of two of them had created a seusstion in Israel and w
make rapprochement between Israel and Egypt even more unlikely.

dirficulties, but tha.t he faced a hard courle. .

though he warned that rmlutiomry regimes like China's were
terous" and hard to predict.. They need foreign devils, and at
point the United States is playing the pert of foreign devil.

main paga.ndlthm,theorrshoreislandsaremtinarolesc-




