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SUJ3JECT: Dbcusaion at the 235th Meeting 
or the :Rational Security Council, 
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Present at thia meeting oZ the COUAcil were the Pn•1dent ot 

.. · .. ' 

States, ;presiding; the Vice President ot tbe Uni.tea. states; r Sec• . 
:retary Hoover tor tbe Secretaey Of State; the Secretaey·Of net nse; the ·... . .. , 
nt.rector, Foreign Operationa Adm1n:1.stration; and the.Directot'., Ottic:e 

. ~ Dtf'e:l:).8~ MobWzatio:a.. Also present were the Secretary Of Treu-
u:ry; the Secretary ot Comma1"ce (:tor Item 2); kt;.~ tar: Di- : . 
,rector, Bureau ot the Budget; the· Chairmall,, Atan:ic El:lergy c 
(t'or Item 3) J Mr~ W&shburn tor the Direator,, u. s. Iarermatio:a. y; 
the Cbai.rma:a.1 Joint Chiets ot ste.tt; the Director ot Central :tell1- ·· · :· -

· gence; the Aa•iatant to the President; Mes8l's. CUtI.er,, Dodae Rcck-
·etel.l.ar, Special. Assistants to the Pree1dent; Robert R • .Bowie, Depart­
irient ot State; Harold A· Botkin, ·orrice ot Def'ense M;:)bil,.izatio (tor · 
Item l); th• White Houae Statt Secretary; the Executive SeCl"e , teq; 
&Dd tbe _Deputy Executive Secretary 1 NSC. 

~ere tolloYa a summary ot the diecusa1on at the meetina and t 
. pointa taken.: ·· · 

.; :~· . ' -

1.. ELl!'CrRO-MA.cnmrIC C<Hlm!CA1'IO?f8: . · .. 
iiFifTIViNESS OF U. S. IN'SNA'l'IONAL l!loAix:AsTING . . 
.{ProgreH Beport, dated Ja.trua.ey iO, 1955, bY the ottioe of 
Jebilization; on paragraph e ~ 1mC J.69J Memo'for·rec trom. 

. tive Secretary,. ame sUbject, .dated February 2, '. 1955) .; · 
• \ ,~t .' •. • • >' • p" I '• 

' ) ~ . . 
Mr. cutler made a briet eta.tement u.to the riature 

Pr0P"9aa Report, Dieted.the view or the i:fo1nt Chief's ot.ste.:r:r, 
called on Dr.. Fleming. . . . . . · · 

·• .... ;;/~ .. :·. '_.; ''·~: .·· ..... 

· · ·Dr.. ·nenn1n8 inclicated the extent to. which the ocis ·a 
tee and his own ad hoc committee .on the evaluation or the 'l'l'Nl~t.m 
:tectivwmeea. ot u. s. 1nternat1ocal. 'broadcaating had beaef'ited 
ao00a&l+ed. Sehr- stu~. BeC&\lSe or the miesivi:cgs which had 
in the in:l.nd8 ot the ad hoc comiu;S.ttee with rea11pect to the ettec 
Of' u. s .. 111tUi.t1oaa:i ~aati13g in & scoci ~. :f'ree world.. eas . 

, (•pecitied in detail 1n pl.?'&&l"aph 1-A-3-(c), -(d) and -.(•) ot t e re-
_ port ·ot the ad hoc canm.1ttee), Ill"· Flemmias stated his beliet t ~e 
OCB sboul.4 reappraise the ettec:tivenesa ot progt"&WS in these ar as at 
u. earlier date thaD .December 31, 1955, as was n.olt pro s~d~ 
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3. REPORT ON VIETNAM FOR THE NATIONAL SECURITY COJNCIL 
(NSC Action No. 1316) 

The National Security Council: 

Noted an oral report by the Director, Foreign Operati ns 
Administration, (1) that a reconnnendetion for Preside tial 
determination allocating FY 1955 funds to .finance the aid 
programs for South Vietnam referred to in NSC Action o. 
1316-e, and rarallel action in Cambodia and Laos, had been 
agreed upon by the D;?partments of State and D;?fense, he 
Foreign Operations Adr.linistration, And the Bureau of he 
Budget, and would be submitted to the President today and 
(2) that the financing of these programs from FY 1955 and 
FY 1956 funds would be within ·the provisions of NSC 5 06 
and the President's budget message for FY 1956. 

4. PROPOSED PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE EFFECTS, FARTICUIARLY 
FALL-OUT, OF THERMONUCLFAR EXPLOSIONS 

The President indicated that the OCB had prepared a s ate­
ment on the reference subject which would be issued presently b the 
Atomic Enerey Commission. Accordingly, he wanted the Council's ad­
vice, particularly on the question whether an e.nnouncement at t is 
time on the effects of thermonuclear explosions would have an i ri­
tating effect on the existing international situation. In othe 
vords, was there any good reason for keeping altogether still o 
this subject or, alternatively, on saying a great deal more tha 
was now included in the draft? There was one possible reason, on­
tinued the President, to push ahead. It was generally understo d 
that the British, among others, tend to exaggerate the effects f 
fall-out from thermonuclear explosions. This he knew from a re ent 
message from Sir Winston Churchill. The British were going to ke 
a statement, to be issued on February 15, which would give the rit­
ish Government's views on the effect of thermonuclear explosion . 
It would seemui:rlesirable, thought the President, for the people f 
the United States to learn of these effects from the British Go ern­
ment rather than from their own Government, the more so since w 
would probably be obliged to state that the British exposition as 
substantially true. 

Mr. Cutler then called on Admiral Strauss, who said t at 
the President himself had largely covered the ground. He point d 
out that the dre.ft u. s. statement had been long in preparation had 
been carefully worked over in the OCB, and was, he thought, in retty 
good shape. The Civil ~fense people have been screaming form nths 
for some such statement as this. Secretary Hoover had pointed ut 
that if it is determined to release such a statement, time shou d be 

. allowed to place it in the hands of our diplomatic missions ove seas 

PARTIAL DOCUMENT 

- 9 -

,. 
I 

f ,, 
•• 

l r: 
?. 

':~ 

I~ 
" 
~ 
'i I. 
~-
,, 
11 
·r: 
lL, 

ii 
i: 
rt' ... • ,, · .• 

!· .. 
Ir 
,. .. 
,1: 
~· 
'' r,.r• 

,-,~ 
~· 

If.': 
ll 

• ' .. . . . 

,, 
.... 



and for its revelation to the British Government, although ther 
no necessity of waiting until or after the British issue their 
statement on February 15. Admiral Strauss then sunnna.rized the 
tents of the proposed statement, which he described as written 
simple and comprehensible language and as answering as many que 
tions as we ourselves could ask. He proposed to release this s 
ment on the llt~ or 12th of February. 

The Fresident inquired whether, if we showed our stat 
to the British in advance of issuing it publicly, the British w 
not likely to ask for simultaneous release of our statement and 
statement. 

Secretary Hoover said that the arrangement to show o 
statement to the British in advance of its public release had c 
about as a result of a conversation at the recent conference in 

) Paris, between Deputy Secretary of Defense Anderson and Harold 
Macmillan. As a matter of fact, since the British Government w 
including no appropriation for anti-aircraft defenses in its fo 
coming budget, because it felt that there was no adequate defens 
against thermonuclear and atomic weapons, some facts had to be 
plained to the British public with respect to this omission. I 
answer to the President's question, Secretary Hoover expressed 
opinion that the United States should release its statement bef 
the British Government released its statement, although we were 
mitted to cross-check our statement with the British prior to r 
ing it to our own public. 

Admiral Strauss said he did not believe that we had 
so firm a commitment to the British, while Secretaries Wilson a 
Humphrey observed that they could see no particular objection t 
simultaneous release of the u. s. and British statements. 

'lhe President said that he could see none either, exc 
perhaps that the release of two such statements simultaneously 
suggest that this had deliberately been concerted, and give too 
anialarming emphasis to the contents of the report and thus ca.us 
ternational anxiety as well as heighten the sense of fear.at ho 

Admiral Strauss connnented that we have no particular 
to believe that the British will accept the U. s. findings as t 
effects of thermonuclear explosions, which would probably be pr 
as less serious than the British would present them. According 
would be awkward if the release dates for the two statements we 
same. 

Secretary Humphrey inquired whether there was much ne 
formation in the proposed u. s. statement. Admiral Strauss rep 
in the affirmative, and particularly, he said, with respect to 
effects of fall-out. The President suggested that this matter 
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left to the State Department, with freedom to handle it as they 
fit, except that if the State Department agrees to the issuance 
the u. s. statement simultaneously with the British statement, 
British must agree to accept the findings in the u. s. statemen 

Secretary Wilson thought that such procedure might ca 
difficulty with our loyal ally, Canada, and said he feared the 
ger of overemphasis and great public concern if both Britain an 
United States issued statements on fall-out at the same time. 
ing with Secretary Wilson, Mr. Cutler pointed out that Governor 
son was most anxious to issue a statement urging that the Unite 
press ahead with renewed energy and zeal on its civil defense p 

ee­
ter­

States 

He wanted to issue this immediately after the AEC issued its ow 
.ment. All this, in addition to a British statement, would tend o 
snowball the sense of danger rather than to reassure the popula 
Furthermore, ~~. Cutler was concerned about the effect the snow 
ing of so many statements and the inevitable official or unoffic 
corrnnents on them, would have on the Soviets and the Chinese Co 
ists at this particular juncture in the world situation. 

Secretary Wilson said that as far as he could see, 
United States proposed statement wasn't going to be very reassur 
in any event. Admiral Strauss replied that it would be reassuri 
in comparison with so much of the "scare stuff" which had recent 
filled the papers on the subject of fall-out. 

Governor Stassen suggested that Governor Peterson be 
rected to wait ten days after the issuance of the AEC statement )e­
fore he made any public announcement himself with respect to the 
Civil Defense program. D.lring this ten-day interval the OCB wou 
study and report to the Fresident on the world reaction and the 
mestic reaction to the AEC statement. 

Mr. D:>dge said that, speaking as a former Director of 
Bureau of the Budget, he was a good deal concerned lest the iss 
of the statement cause a public demand on the budget for increas 
ftmds for civil defense. The President said with considerable e 
phasis that he couldn't help but feel that the Administration ha 
woefully underplayed the civil defense program. The real answer 
said the President, to the problem, as he had mentioned before, 
an informed and disciplined citizenry. 

The National Security Council: 

as 

a. Agreed that a public announcement on the subject, 
the lines proposed by the Chairman, Atomic Energy 
mission, revised in the light of the Council discu 
should be released prior to February 15, 1955, aft 
vance notification to u. s. diplomatic missions an 
the British Government. 
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. '.b. Noted the P.re1ident'1 cli.rect1~e that other gov ental 
d.epa.rtmente and agencies should ~er e.ny pt.lbllc e.n-

. nouncementa fol.lowing upon the release ~ the A . 
lnel'61 COCllllLiedon announcement, perid1.ng Council Ob.Sid-

. ere.tion or II :report by the Operation. Coord.in&t:l :Bo&rd 
.. · en the peyaholo&i,cal. ~actiou to tbe AEC ement ·· 

within approximate~ tvo we~ks f'oUcnd.ng· its ~el ase. · · · 
. ·:- .. ' ·:· , .•. ~ .. ~· . . 

NOTE: 1be action in a. &ban, as approved. by the Pr• 1d.er1t~ . · 
subsequently tr&11ami tted to the Cbaizma,n1 AF£ 'l'he · · · 
action 1n b above, u approved by the Preside t, su'b.­
·sequ.ently t°i'a118mitted to interested aovernmen de-

. partm.Ata· e.Dd agencies and to the Operations · r-
. ,. d1nat1ng Board to prepare the report referred, 

therein. · 

... 

.. . ·~ ~ --tor ~ ~~tn.J. .Intelli~ce: ·indica.~d ·tba.t 
.-'·\ .. ··:.'· .. 

ernmant ~ .Pl"emier M=ndea-Fr&noe waa in Ver'/ great d.a.npr as a esul.t · 
at the statement by Rene M8,yer 1 · in &Ji eloquent speech to the A.a embl;y, · 
that be would vote as&inat the scvernment 1 1 North ~iC8.11 polie • 1h• 

· 1"&.ll. ot tbe Mand.ea-France So'ferment would. aot necessat"ily pl'ej dice 
the paeeage ot the WEt1 agreenaenta ill the French Sea&te, but pa& 
aight be deJAyed. M:lreover, General. El.1' bad expressed the tear that 
the f'all at )t:ndes-France might torc:e a rev1ev Ot the U. s . -Fre h 
aci"-.ment r•p:rcling the training of the armed f'orcea o:r .Free V1 tnem. 

· : · · · In ::£il'pt, Colonel .Nassr "8.S al.~o 1n gl'e&t d.1.tti~ty 
(1) the SUd&n a1tua.tion, (2) the Arab Le&SIM sit-uation, mad (3) 

· u:eeut.1cn cf . two of tbe convicted. Ian.ell spiH • . Ou1- oba11rVer11 
~·believed th&t t.be epiea had xiecdved & f'air vial, 'but th 
ecution ot two ot . them bad created. a ser&S&tion in Israel a.Eld v 
make rapprochement between IBr&el. aa4 .Bgypt even more wil1kely. 
·n.ui.a ~edicted that COJ.onel Naaar would probably aurnve thes 
dirt1culties; but that he taced a ha.rd course. . . ' .. 

With respect to the Fonioaa ~1tuat1on, ~. DQlle~ Mid .tbs.t 
the pattern ot Chineee CammmJet conduct was DOW clarif'ying a U tle, 
though .he warned t.bat revolutiODa:Y resimes Uke China' a were 11- · 
teroua" -.nd bard to }ill:'ed1.at •. · ~Y need foreign. devil.81 Nid at 
point tha UDited. states is~ the pert ~ toreisn drlil. 
-.rging tendenciea were these: (1) Freein& Formosa ha.a beocme 
ma1J1 p-opaganM theme; the o:tt8ho.re isla.nda a:re cast in a role s c -

· ODd&17' to thl•·"' (2) J'ormoaa 1• vb.oil¥ an intern&J. Chine•• iaa ,· 
&ad one not susceptible of legitimate 1Dterna.t1ona.l :hrtarf'cence 

· (3) u. s. Polley 1e deliberately 1e&d1.ng to. war and accordingly 
· ~ .~ absol~ no &ecamuodation to it. ' · • 
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