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bl your lotter cl ~.&rd. 19, 195'#, referrt.ai: &o ~. in ~ 
~:asMn;tcn Poat o! taat d&te ccmc.and.nc ki;k altimu atomic t.-• 
yoG &.6Ucl th.&.t 1 a.chi•• y~ coaccntilq: t1l.e d.rc-.z:nat&DC4a• le6a.l;,az 

the rele:u• o! cba wonnati= co:u..i1Ktt tb.erain, whee lt w;;u 

decluaclfied uAi by whom.. aad tho rea•OG !er th• m&Dft•r bl wh1 
it w:.s J"eloauoci.. You uked &bo that I iu!onc you 'Why the Joint 
Cou:mitto~ w... not aotHied. in a.d.'rS.nc~ o! ~ relea••· 

A.a l iD.fo:-med Y9'1%' Commltto-c ~ Ja.au.ry 19, 1959, C.Uac 
'W'tre in ?roar••• at tll&t dme a.a te the 1.lirisa.Wlity o! d.ocl.u 
thoae a.sp.,.cta a! the AB.GUS ClC'pcriz:ae::it 'Wblch wen prhaarily of zdea-
tific mtcrest &nd th.at G'9ciaio:'.l MC ~.n rea.ched t. withhold IHl &ctiGll 

r.mtil tht1 GcioutUic 1rou;a •bldyilr: CA• reaw.ta el. tJae opcraticm a.ab-
mittod it~ r•port. TM• nprt U. :lot yet hoe1& receiv.tl by dae 
D-ep&.rtmant o! Def ea••: cozuecpeady, A• o! M&rdl 18 DO aetlca 
been tzkea with ro.•poct tG the Hcl&Ulific:&tiOD o! &a.y a.apccta of 
AROt:S opo.ra.UOll. 

Y oc will rocAll tb.at 1 Worna•cl fOU' Co:lll.mittee duiag the 
head~ cf J&nWLry 19ti& tA&t th~ D•partm•nt of I>elen.s• llaci rea.. 
lilelie~·o t:Ju.t •~o elements of ch11 pre•& were a.wan of U.. opez tic:m 
audit!! D.atw-e. 1'.t &boGt 5:00 P. M. on 1 .. 1arcll 18tll th-. Dt.rec:t=r, 
Advc:nc•d Re••a.rch Projecu AIJ*at:y, ...... advi•ed. 1fy & tele'l*«I~ 

f~CJm & repr•s•at&tiv• ol th• t~ew York Timo• th.al a sto:y o! tile 
ARGUS Ot'C":"i!.tion would appa&r 1n :be Tim•• dae fell.owiai zn.,.r-i""' .. , .. 
The ::::>irctcior adri5od the e&ller ta&t all a.apcacu ol Ula opera.tio::i were 
•till ela.ssi.fieci &Ad •trongly a:~•a thu ae lD!ormatiou. reh.U""' 
taere'<> be p1ll:J.i•.hed. li• thaa bl!or.zncd tlLo D~uty Secnta.ry o£ 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



/ 
/·;;...~"'-'-'·::.;-~~~~~~--·. - .. ·-···--------

\. 

'-'"'-LIV:>Ld l: T~prOQUCr!On maoe 
f~ prese ation purposes by the 
E1senhowe Library for replacement 
J:!f a dete orating manuscript item. 

Defenae whe. in tw-n. ~ tAs Director. Def•n5e R.eaec. 
Eizgineerlzs.i. under whoa• 1cmera.l •u;MJl"\'Uion the operatioa. 
conducted. u to the coi:Teraation 'Wi.tk the New York Titnea. 

The Oizector, Dc.!~e Rcue1\.l'"C:h a.ad ~·~· cocc:l 
tU.t lf th.:: ARGUS a~ry alaouht appear, it would be in the pc.b.ll 
inte~ilt to oi.fid.&lly confirm au.ch a111poct.9 etf the oper~arl u ~...a 

be CQ!2.firme~ withc:tUt enci.i.qe~ the iz:s.1icm.al ••Curit}". .A.cco&J'ol'l'a:;;l 
he prep&red ~ brif:! at&.te!Xl.eat a! the na.tnH and ~ti.Vil• ol. 
>...RGUS c.:r..p~r....!:'+~t rutd. aft.?r eon."Sultwt:lon wUb approprlou 
me11.t nmcl.:U.t>, docla.ssi!ied tho in!orn::ur.t1~ cz.t&i..aod cban.1&. 
atc.i.am.nt (a copy of ~ch w:.. iu.niiahad yog the!~ ~l»:IJIWIC 
~ forr...::.illy reltt:i.!11 ed by the .AeaisU.nt ~cn>tary a! DefealM IJP'i~lie 
_;...ff.a..irs) ~·">:-tl.y ~!ter ::nidnl.Pt ...-:hen it ~· definitely Jcno-.m 
New York Tims• story~~ alrcn.dy &??B&r'lld ha the ea.rl;· ~l!lrP.lll.l:I!""! 
od:itio.u. 

A.a you. know, it b my responsibility to keep you in!o 
the•• ma.tteJ'a. Failm-e to nodfy your Committee pricar to tl:ui 
e! Ma.rch 19 reata entirely "llidl me. Usa.fortmia.tel;. I Wt my ~u.c 
fer ii·zJwr Reed Haepiml ~-ily after 6:00 P. M. cm. )..a.z.c:h 11 witlMc 
~ tbat Cb• New Yark. Times hac! •ta.tod its intenthm te laf& 
the s.tory. I ~d.er1ta.nd tlaa.t •CT8ral attampts 'W9re mro.de '° t 
~ prier to my retm-n to nrr realdenc:e at~ lO:ttO P •. M., 
lldtbout t>acceas. AJs r. c~nce. I waa wia.w.re oi the d~'1DI 
sun:.as antil 1 a......-rtyed at my offi.ce the f'ollowiu& mo~. 

Th-e :::itu.ation presented lD'y tb: New Ycttk Times dls:nzlnetG. 
norn.i.a.l p':O(.~ed.w-oa for cic~ wUh rnauer• of d.ec:l&.asific 
relea..e-G :for ;iiublicati~. I kope you~ a,µ-.. t::h.:..t t:hoee re•P111as:Lm• 
fv-r ~~th.le ca.ett 1Xl&de 4n'ltry rea.ODaWe cfiort to &rrlve a.ta 
prop~:r :;~ooon under the ~um•taacca. 

Honorable CHntcm ? • Aade rso:A 

Herbart e. Leiper 
Aa d.Mt&Dt to Che ~l!'Pll:r9!l. 
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