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FROM Richard Hirsch 'f tl" 
SUBJECT: Soviet Atomic Aircraft. 

l. According to an AP stoey and to the clipping from the NEW YORK 
TIMES attached, an East German radio broadcast last week stated that the 
Soviets were developing an atom-powered supersonic plane that would mke 
its maiden f'light nin the near future•. 

3. While the Working Group recognizes that the status ot the U.S. 
atomic aircraft program is highly claasif'ied, it recognizes that it the 
East German l'Ullor is reasonably- true, the u.s. might have to be prepared 
tor an early surprise at a Soviet May- Day- aerial show. 

4. FBIS bas not been able to locate the text ot the reported East 
German broadcast. 

Attachment: 
Clipping. 
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t it thue what they sa~ 
;East Qermany; the Soviet·Ur . 
.might be slightly altead of 
.Qnited states in the develop.mt 
of an atomic~powered plane. · 
Communist broadcast from Ea. 
Germany said the Russians we1 
working· on the atom-powere• 
supersonic plane that wouk 
make its maiden flight "in the 
near future." The latest guess 
here on when a United States~ 
plane powered by nuclear~ 
will take th . . sometime 
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