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Eurmery

In eantreat to the vorléwide mlarm ercused by the Bikini tests lost
epring acd the fairly extensive &iscussicn of the MATO Council
decision on uss of atomlc wesponn, there is only negligible Western
rcaction to the 15 February AEC releasgse. Ecaticred coment sppears
wvith sttention focused primoridy cn (o) the devestating effects of
the hydrogen bomb on human }ife, (b) the ponsible impact of the
bezd on epocific preae, end {e) the werning ts the USSR impllieit in
the AEC release. British comment is more concermed with the White
Papers snnouncing Britsin's decision to corpiruct gtomic power
plente end the B-Boxb.

Radio Moscow to dato hss ignored the release, in line wvith its
ccusistent evoidance of graphlc deteil concerning the impsst of
muclear wespons., Cf the othar Dloc redios only Eest Berlin mentions
the report, stressing the destruction s single bonb dropped over ’
Cermony ccnld csupe, Corrmunict redice give grsater ettention to :
Lritain’s decisicn to produce H-Bombs: PHAVLA chorpges Iritisa

cezplicity wich U.S. stemic war plsns, and AN asesils ths Courchill

Goverment Jor rlouting werld public revulsicn sgginst nuclear

warfare. -
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Vestarn Reacticn

"In contrest to the worldvida elarm srouged by the Bikini tests last

spring and the calmer slthough feirly extensive reection to tha JATO
Council's dscision on use of muclesr wespons, there is only negligibvle
¥Vestern commant on the 15 Februsyy AEC relesse. In ¥esatern iuropa the
report wes ignored excepd in ¥West Germany, Austrim, Frarce snd England.
1n the Far East only Jopenees end Ausirelisn papere dieccuss the releess,
8nd in peither cese extengively; theve is scent reportage snd no

coment from Latin Americs or the Fear and jfiddle Zast with the exception
of Indis.

In India the report wes given little prominence in the preas. The

one editorsisl comment reported wes highly criticsl of the United Stales
for conducting tests in the face of the effects of fall-out outlined
in the report.

In England the report wus releossed on the ssme day as ths British
Covernment snncuncement thet 1t would conastruct ntomiec power plants. .
The AEC report was given etrsight news covorsga side-by-side eowwvese o -'t/
e the British plen Tor pesceful uses. VWhen the 3ritish sonounced,
on the 17th, that they would construst the H-pasb tiere was no mention
cf the AL report. Tihere nog beon no editorigl caxsent to date.

In ¥rancs the vaport wos glven straight newa coverage, but it ves
ovar ghadoved by the Uritiash snocwicements that thay would build
ctomtic powsr plents and H-Bombdbs.

in Vestern Cermeny the ASC relcase coineided with stetements on stomlc
problems by Cerman Frofessors Otto Hehn end Verner Hleisenberger, which
hod spurred e controversy with Chancellor Adensuer on the sdviaegbility
of siring such material ot the present time. The three non-Commnmist
papers reacting directly to the ARC report diecuse primarily the
devestating effects of the hydrogen bomd on Innman life:

The rediaticon engendered by H-bomb explosions "scriously en-
dangers all humsn life” over & vest srca. {FRAIKFURTER
ALILEMETHE, copservetive)

Thesz effects clearly show tbe futility of reiasing ap ermy
in ¥West Germony. The LOO,000-man-strong army, finsnced by
billions of parks end equipped with the bYeot materisl, would
be wiped out in e single blow., If one wishes to Judge the
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correatnecs or incorrectness of the Coalition Govermpent's
pelicy, one chould beer in mind that...20 huzhs...cen vipe .
out 49 million bumen lives in one eingle blow. (Mumich ﬁ“"u

0

DIE BUSDPOST, Pro-6PD) <

gtrauss' figures pertein to the B-bonds of early 1954, wheress
the present wespons sre undoubtedly even more deadly.
{ BANITOVZRSCHE PRESSE, Fro-SPD)

Two independsnt Austrian pepers rention briefly the U.8. dlsclosure
that one large H-boob tested in the Pacific in 1954 “csn kill ell
persons living within sn sres of about 18,000 square kilometers.”
The Linz Socialiet MEUZ ZZIT comments that "this sensational report
on ths devastating efffects of etomic weaponp seemz to hove csused
considersble unrest smong the Armricsa people.”

Japanese and Auntrelisn pepers place gimilar stress on the impact of
the bomb:

The Strewss report pot only “provides a fresh warning of the
terrors of sny stomic wer but emphasizes tlnt the uwinmost
caution needs to ba ebsorved in carrying out 8ll such ex-
perinments.” (Tokyo HIPPGH TIMUS)

Horrivla power cf lydroqsen Doxb Tolld as Hikini Tecerets ore Jored
(Tokyo ASAULL heedlines)

Certailn Desth within 7,000-Sguare-itile Area (fokyo MAINICHI
headline)

The fsll-out alone converis the H-bomb from e veapon of offanss
into s wespon of national, even race, suicide, (Gydney MUSNIR:
HRALD)

Fadicsctive perticles originsting from large nucleer bombs ex-
rloded on or nesr the earth creete e merioun hnzardt clvilion
populations in large sreas outside the .target zone., (Adelaida
AWWEBRTISER)

Speculation on ths effects of the Yozdb and of stomic fall-out in indivi-
duml countries occurs in Germen and Ausirion comment:

Our entire land [Oldenburg, Lower Sexony/, the second largest
in the Federsl Republic, could be destroyed by three H-bombes of
the 1954 tyve. (HAWNOVERSCHY PHESDZ)
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Twenty banbs would suffice to ennihilaote West Germany completely.
(Munich DIS BUZDPOST)

¢me bord dropped over Washington while the wind was blowing porth-
east vould create & brosd ‘desth strip' ranglng %o the heart cf
¥ow York City, locatod B0O kilometers awny. Desth would threaten
11 millicn people vwithin an area of 11,000 s@usire kilometers.
(Linz RsUB 2KIT)

There 18 som® discussion of tha relsesa ss p warning to the Soviet Uniong

America wishes to impress the Boviets with its atomic power so
long 28 1o really effactive iptermntional atomic disarmenent
sgreemont hog been reschod. (FRANKFURTER ALIGEMEINE)

These words may be intended primsrily for the Kremlin, for sl-
though Ruesia has recently taken to boasting of ber successes
in the field of nuclear Tission, it is wore theu helf guspected
thet her bold front is a aign of considereble dithering in the
vavkground., {Adelalde ADVERTISER)

The report msde cleer that until a reel dissrmsment plan cen be
yut into effect the United fitates will coatinue testing and
studying all types of etowmic weaponsg, end it will be recallad
that in the recent learst interview Marshal Bulpanin incicated
that the Soviet Union does not want to limit "experimeutel ex-
plosjons of muclesr weapons.” {Tokyo NIPPON TIMES)

Tim report appears to have occasioned no debate on the degirability of
prohiditing the production or testing of nuclesar wespeno. Although
Vest furopean Comeunist papers continue to parrot Moscow's ban-the-
bomd propegenda, they epperently have not exploited the AEC releess

in that conmection. (The Comxmntst BAMBURGER VOLESZSITURG, however,
collis the report & "demonstration of contempt for humen life,” REULING
quotes Indizn gtetemmen C. Eejagopalachari's reference to ‘the proved
end sdmitted consequences of tbe tests that Americe ip conducting for
bar owmn misconceived security,” but there is no monitored Imdien com-
rent utilizing the ARC findirgs to reinforce the conspistent Indion ad-
vocacy of & halt to production ¢of the bocka.

In the only éirect British reference to the AEC smmouncement, the
MARCHESTIR GUARDIAR notes that the Britieh ¥hite Faper cn Defense ad-
mitted that current lack of Getailed kmowledge of the fell-out effcets
precludes 8 definite policy on shelters and ewmcustion, end ssis
vhether the Britigh Covernrcant was denied access to informetion on
rodietion and fell-out et Bikini or whather it "conatdered the Americen
canclusicns inadequate.”
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Commnist Copmont

Radio Moscow to date hae ignored the AXC release, 1n line with its con-
sistent svoidence of graphic detail concerning the effects of nucleor
wegpons. Although tha threst, perticulsrly to Vestern populations,
inherent in U.5. stomic weapons developmant ie evoksd in genersl terms
in Soviet propogonds oesailing Western “stommniscs,” Hoscow brosdeagts
continua to minimize if not disregard sltogether eny tangible evidencs
of U.5. progress in stonic resesrch. Thus AEC ectivities sre ususlly
ignored or belittled: Moscow acknowledged the existence of the
Boutilus in e single deprecatory comment lmst yeer but did not repors
1t3 lsunching, end U.S. stomlc weapons teats have never been sxploited
axtensively, There hes as yet been no foviet mentiean of the current
Reveds tests, and even the Bikini explosions -~ vhich occasioned immadi-
gte snd videspresd Yestern resction -- wars egcordsd scant attantion in
Hoscow broadceasts and discunsed in terms of Weegtarm protests ratber
than as demonstrations of tbhe military impact of the bozb.

Vhile there im connidersble discussion of etomic werfare over
Comrzmist Chinese radio there is ho mention aof tho ASC report. In
fact, the tepor of commentery is that Chins has little to fesr from
otonic wvarfere, thot only the highly industriplized Western countriss
would bo devestated,

Of the cther Jloc vedloe, only Bast Derlin mentjons the A report:

e 16 Fobruary cormentory pointe out thot the contemineted sres de-
serited in tha relepse 1a equivelent to w belt 30 hZilomsters wide {rom
Urepen to Cologne on which a)ll llfe would ba dastroyed by 8 singla
hydrogen bombt, and e Lrosdeset ou the following day calls the mmgni-
tude of the bonib's effect "beyord thw imsgination.”

Cormmist redios give grestar sttention to the wWhite Paper emnsuncing
Britain's dscision to mamfecture & hydrogen boad. Moscow quotes the
20 Yebruary PRAVDA es declsring that the dseision converts Britaln
into a V.8. atomic base; the Bast German ADN mttasks the Churchill
Government for {louting world public revulsiom . against puelesr var-
fere; and & Prague broedcast, calling the British documsnt & “prove-
cation against the nations of the world,* warns that in the ovent of
wer Britein would be destroyed within 24 howrz,
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