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May 27, 1957 

PERSONAL BEST COPY l\V/1..tLABLE 

Dear Stub: 

Let me flnt thank you for your thou1btful letter of May 
twenty-Hcond. Th• ,,.bole queatlon of teatlnl of 
atomic weapon.a haa •l&led my concern from th• tlme 
l took office. l have often talke4 with Lewi• Str&utl 
about lt and, knowlnl my vlew• and abarlnl them fully, 
he haa held te.Una to th• a'baolute minimum. rullnl out 
ahot• which he felt could. not be juatlfled on th• bath ef 
th• reeult• aought. A• you k;ncnr, th• fall•out of th• 
laat aerie• ln th• Padflc wa• only a fraction of the 
from the 1954 teat8. 

OD th• othu hand, a• you alao know far better thaJl 
almo•t Bllf other pertcm l can tb.lnk of, thmr• baa b•• a 
1reat enhancement of 0\11' defenalv• 1trenath throuah th• 
development• "fllhlch have ~ from th• teat pro1ram to 
date. VI• have tnc:reaaec! th9 nwm•rs• the deliver•· 
blllty, the eWclency an4 veraatUlty of CNr weapona. 
Moat recently, we have learned that certain of them can 
be made ln 1uch a manner that raclloactlv• fall•out le 
very 1reatly mJ.nlmlse4. Th• tactical uHfulneH of 
thb latter developmmt la known to ya.a. 

you are correct ln your obHrvatlon thllt l feel 011I' lar1e 
weapona (incidentally, now 1uceptlble of belnl relatively 
th• clean••t in th• 1enH of flHlon proc!uct yield.) are. 
large enou&h and that we bow we can make them lar1er 
on th• aam• prlncipl•• U ever there were atra.teslc need 
for them, but 1 do not believe you are correctly Informed. 
that there l• any approved plan to teat lar1er weapon.a 

PERSONAL 

::::~is~~ 
BOX Ne. dJt./ 
FOLDEl'I ~Jl4tV(U,J/)l (j) "Iv(_~ J'tf67 

i 
i 

i; 

i· 

; ·. 

I. 

. : 



-2-

PERSONAL 

than were tHted ln 1954. The Atomic En•rlY Comml•• 
•lon at any rat• hu lnformac! me thllt lt ha• no auch plan•· 
If there l• ever to b• a teat of laraer weapon•• thl• WO\&lc! 
bav• to be aubmitted to me, evaluateclt and cleared by me. 
chairman strauu l• opposed to any lar1•r shot than w• 
hav• bad. 

Som•. form of llmltatlon either ln nwnberea exploalve 
yield. flulon product output, or even a temporary te1t 
nepen1lon mtaht well be th• rHult of th• current di•• 
armament neaotlltlon• ln London. To announce th• 
conceHlon unilaterally would deprive our negotlatorl of 
whatever tradin& advantai• lt m.lpt embody an4 that 
could be aub1tantlal. You have recoDlD\en.d•d re1latra-
tlon with th• United Natlona ln advance of teat• and, ln 
effect, we do thl • beca\Ule we announce our teat• ln 
advance to the whole world. It w&I with thl• end ln 
view, vls., to re-emphuls• thll fac:t that ln the Bermuda 
Declaration ln March..,. 1tate4 that •• would realater O\lr 

lntentlon to conduct teat• with the United Nation• ln advance. 

I do want to auur• y011 that my po1ltlon le far from being 
lnfiexibl• -- haa indeed been a conatant effort to fine! a way 
out of what baa for eo many year• aeem•d an hnpu••· 
Meanwhlle, our te1te continue to develop very valuable 
lnformatlon, not 10 much ln the enhancemelll: of th• deatruc• 
tive power of atomic weapon• a• ln civil effect• t••t• to 
improve our protectl-ve mea•urea ln event of attack •• ln 
th• development of warbeada for m.lullH to b• employed 
ln delen•• a1alnst an airborne attack ... and ln th• further 
development of th• fe .. tur• of cleanllneH whlch, u of now 
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at any rate, do .. not yet apply to weapGD• of •mall 

•l .. and yle14. 

1t l• a pleasure to find that our vl•we ar• runnlnl con• 
currently and. l hope that y0\1 'Will uwaye fe-1 fr .. to 
let me now what l• ln your mln4 cm thl• nbJ•et Dll 

which you are an authority. 

Th• Honorable Sterlin& Cole 
The Hou•• of aepre•entatlvH 
washlngtO!lt D· c. 

sincerely, 
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