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Oct 15/56 

I' or poHible uae in future epeec.b -- re H-bomb teats. 

Certain matter• bearln1 directly on our peace efiorta have recently 

ncome prominent la public cli•cuulcm. I bad not intended •lain to mention 

daem ta thl• c•mpajp. I •hall not 4...U oa tlle.m len1tbUf to&dtht. But there 

are eertala facte ill 01U' A• aad H·Mmb deYelopment tla&t 1 !Hl l abould call 

te JOlll' attatioa. Mo•t. U aot all of t!utm. have appeared. expllclUy or 

lmplicltly. m prior 1over:mne11tal atatemente. Sut, aa your Pre•ident and 

the Commutder-m-Cblef of the Armed :Fore••• 1 dealred to aHemble them 

for yoa.r better UDcleratancUna, •• you COJdider the important factor• ln the 

aecurlty of our country. 

In communlcatlon• addreHed to our own people and to the world, this 

Admfnistratloa ha• ur11ed recognition of the bleak future mankind facea unlen 

all natlona. by muhlal agreement. dedicate the n\lClear aclence to the peaceful 

u••• al man, not bi• de•tntetion. We have atriven -· we continue to •trive - -

for univer•al dlaarmament, baaed upon ayetem• of mutual ln•pection. The 

arm• race muat be •topped-· but the lirat fact le: it cannot be atopped by 

one nation alone ca•tma down it• arms and tearinl down lt• ddenee•. We will 
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lay down the•• burden• net ln fright -- bat ln mutual agreement In which we 

know we can tra•t. 

The next fact le that loq •10 the Admlftlatration publicly pl'OpoHd 

that the world eatablbh ayatelft9 el. adequate nd l!l'lltaal mrpectlon ao a• to 

enable unl,,.r•al dlaarmament Pl'Olr&m• to proceed wtt1t the world'• confl.-

denee dlat they were being !althlullr canted out. Wlth •ueh an tn•pectlon 

eyatem eatabllahe4. we propoeed further that all futun work In the nuclear 

•clence be directed toward the peaceful uH• of mankind. Thi• would mean 

that all bomb deTelopment and teettna: would cease forthwith. with both aides 

knowing that the other was carrying out tt• baraatn. 

A.a the world knows, none of theee propoeala was -~~d by the ~oviets. 

The next fact l• tlda. Many month• back our government turned it• 

denlopment and teetm, work away from the search for blg1er and more 

deatructlve bomb•, to the perfection of amaller and eleaaer onea. By this, 

t mean hydrogen bombs that have very little radioactive fall-out. Our purpose 

tn the development of small. clean H-bomb• is to defend our country against 

the poulbUlty of lon1-ran1e hydrasen bomb mlHile• direct agaln•t our cities. 
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TbeH Heme t• M net poHibllity to •top the arrival of &11 intercontinental 

mlHUe. eacept by the employmtat of a defeuiw mlHU. bearing a •mall 

hydropa bomb te cleetroy it tu from lt• lnteacled tar .. et. Tim• the H-bomb 

cleftlopmeat 1otn1 on b for tbe pa.rpoH ol protection of O\lr own citie• 

rather than for the purpo•• of inereaam., tbe de•tracd.on,.. caa ri•it upon a 

potential ••my. My queetlon t• ahnply thler Wltboat knowtns -- J repeat. 

witbo'llt kn.ewiq that the Conummiate will, with ua, atop the de'nllopment of 

H-bomba, are,.. to allow our •llC'arity to be ba•ed wholly on wleh!ul thinking. 

not oa oar own beat .Uort•? 

Anett.Ur fact to be pointed out la that, withoat lnapection, Soviet 

deYelopment work on the H-bonib could not be detected until bombs were 

actually teeted. Yet S11Cll teat• an alwa,.., and neceaearily, proceeded by 

many moatba ol preparatory work. Coneeqaen.tly U ..... a.cttns ln good faith. 

etop all thia work. W8 coulcl, witbaat warmna, AcldenJy be confronted with a 

type of attack for which .. would be, through our ewn neglecc. woefully 

maprepared. 

TM final fact le that the m&H el our be•t eclentUlc c:onclu•lon holdl!I 

that tHtifta on the acale so far c:al'rted oat by the Soviet• and thie nation has 
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not added materially to the radioactive content of the atmosphere and that 

the idea that we are immediately facing a condition in which the human race 

will suffer deterioration or destruction because of this radioactive danger 

l• bacorrect. 

NevertheleH our governmellt has clearly recoplsed that the world 

facH a great dilemma brou1ht on by the fearful potentialitiH of a war 

featuring the use of A- and ff-bombs. To wage such a war oould have the 

moat fearful con.equence• on civilisation a• we know lt. So while thl• makes 

universal disarmament a necessity for humankind. it all the more clearly 

points up the fact that to be unable to ~ or defend such an attack on the 

part of an AfllHHor would spell our sure deatruction. 

Thia truth provides the incentive and the mainspring for all the 

tlreleH work we have been carrJinl on in the field of disarmament, always 

featurln1 adequate mutual inspection. .But of one thinB we are determined --

we will not allow ourselves to be unable either to deter or to defeat aggres-

•ion. To do thia would chan1e the poastbility either of self-destruction or 

dharaceful surrender into ala .. ry -- into practical certainty. 

'Weakneu invites aggreHion - - as proved by our own hbtory! 

Eternal vigilance la the price of liberty. 


