
Briefing Paper for President's Press Conference 

february 17, 1960 

G!~·!EVA 1'EST BAi,l NEGO'I'IATIOIJS 

QUI:STIOJ! 

Hr. President, the Soviet Union yesterday officially rejected the 
new United States proposal on a phased test bar:. ar;reement. 80-1ld you 
tell us what you now see as the prospects for agreement? 

A1JS\1ER 

First, I must say that I 110pe this is not the Soviet Union's final 
response to our proposal. Certainly, however, this inunediate Soviet 
rejection is a c;reat disappointment and <::asts considerable doubt on the 
Sov-.iet Union's professed desire to halt nuclear weapons tests. 

Rer,ardless of what the fut;.irc holds, our recent oroprJsal places 
within the [',rasp of the thre,~ ne;:;otiating powers the oplJort\.!nity to halt 
immediately the inajor portion of these test:;, It i:; difficult to believe 
that any com1try in good faith l!Ould let such an op·1ort11nity pass, 
particularly with the assurance that we are ready to extend the ban to 
the area:; which cannot nC'w be aoequately contr::i.Lled throuch a joint 
progran of research and experimentation. I hope other nati'ms of the 
world will recof;nize what a disservice can be done to the hopes of all 
peace lovinc peo!Jle if the Soviet ~nion intends to stand by the posit ion 
it has thas far taken. 

i.s t;,~, the future of the nAt;ociations, _r wish to make no predicticm::;, 
':'he Sovi-~t representati11e at the talJcs has P'tt forwa:c"d a proposal r1ea1ing 
with tl:e questj_on r)f technical criteria, 'i'his we shall study <:1nd will 
respond t~J in due cr'.ll'se, 

Hr. Presj_de11 t, F':ly didn't ti1e United States in its new test ban 
prC>posal inc.Lt~de a moratorium on tests helow the threshold of 4.75 
(19 kilotons) for perhaps a one or two year period while thr• joint 
research pro::;rci11 to overcome existing technica.L difiicu:tties in ti1at area 
is bein["'. carried out? 

first of all, thi_s does not conf'or!1 witi' Ollr position, wi1ic:1 has 
Jlways b~en hased on the _prenrisn that we should not agree to a han on any 
tests wlnch can not be aaequately controlled. Iloreover, s11c11 an arrar.;--e-
11ent could delay establishr1ent of controls over the pre::;ently exeiwJt.ed­
area since a nation, if it desired a minimcim of control, conld, to fw·ther 
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this aill', slou 001m pror~ress O!' a j0int research prof_".ra11• l rJr s·Jch p:1riorl 
of time as tho 1;ioratorium was in effect. 

Hr. Pre::iirl.ent, is the United States coin'.: to reswne testiri::: under­
r;round regard.less of what hanpens in the Geneva test ban nec"tiations? 

I believe my statement of Decer:1bcr 29 ma!:es our pos.i. t.i.on on this 
Matter quite clear. !.'e are i'ree to resume tests at any time, hut w2 
will ?-ve prior notification of our intention to do so \.Jef·we ar'y 
testing is condncted, 

Ilr. President, i:he heads of the dele:;.::tions of tl:e five nations 
to :~lle !-:arch disar:nament tall:s <ir· i1'~r·ti1i;; hE·re ;_11 c,r;:-.s!1iucto11. CoL1ld 
yo-u tell l'.S uhether t 11e C:n;_ce·I Staces 1Jill table for consideratinn at 
this ;neetinf' any ne'.r (:lisarmament prop~sals? .. -.•"" 

;J!S'JE2l 

\Jc rre still in the process of developing disarmam0nt polic::;· and 
any ideas we put forward t;ill, cf course, be tentative until we receive 
the vi"!1·:s cf our allies, 

The meetings th1is far, I nri.rht add, i!av:: been -=~:trernel:' useful and 
have D•!l".:litted a .l:-arl: e::chan 1::,:= 0" viei;s on the nbjec!:ives end :::;r-;::·~ ~f 
1.~cst C:!':1 (iswrP-i,:tncEt ~r::'pl' s2J.s. J~Vr;:-:_tl:all~,r, ;-hr''"J.~h i:11ese mrctir1::3, ~:rC; 
e"'{'"~r~ct t'J deve}_~~' 1""' £1 tLriifi~~I ·~estorn n00ition or: c1isarrn~1' 0'''1: I'"!' r·J~1-
sicl.e:-at-i,on i11 the '.'on c!ation li.isar~11c~•ent Conference. 

l .. r. r .... 1.'"'P:Jident, the Ten ··ati'"" .. -1 ~r~-~Dr:·.~i:t·~":J._ tall:s are r.:nl- .:.;b_t.:t (:J 

1·:<Jn~l1 a1;<iy, !~v~ ;_,,ii;ecl Sta':r's js rviciently still formulat.i.u~ its c:is­
arno::ient :iolic~'. !.re ue fi.:iL!ing nIJ clevelo~Jment ci' a unified ~;Jes+ 0rn 
dh;2mar1cnt (Olicy? 



---.._,, .. 

-3-

Al!S1IER. 

I believe that most of the other members of the liestern negotiating 
team are about at the san-:e stage in their thinking as we are. J.s matters 
now stand, I foresee no difficulty in reaching a sound l·iestern position 
by the ti'.ne the Ten l'lation taJJcs begin. 

COOLIDGE .S'1'UDY 

QUESTION 

J!r. President, is the recently submitted report by Hr. Coolidge 
being used as a guide in the formulation of our disannament proposals? 

ANSWER 

The study which I~. Coolidge completed, has been submitted to both 
the Secretaries of State and Defense and is beinr, used by them as they 
see fit, to assist ther1 in the devel')pmont of' disarm.iment palicy to be 
recoIIID!ended to me. 

QilE'J'.'.'TQ!) 

!lr. President, coulci :rou tell us whether the Coolid:::e study Hill be 
made public? 

There was never any intenti.on of 1~ar=in['. the Coolidge stud~' public. 
It was develop:;ci for internal use only by the SocretariE-s of Defense and 
State to assist them in the development of our disarm<iment polic,r. 

QTJ:CS~IOH 

Ilr. President, there have been stories to the effect that a nucnber 
of officials concerned uith disarrnament were disappointed in tiie C:oolic;ge 
2·eport. Hould you care tci co1m1ent on this? 

I believe the; best ansHer I can t:i ve you is ;; hat the Coolidge study 
is, as has been stated before, being used to assist the Secretaries of 
State and Defense in the fonnulation of' ciisarrnament policy. 
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Mr. President, last week you indicated that you favored lib era lizh:c; 
tbe Atomic Enerr;y Act to per1~it a :;;reater exchange of information with 
our allies as well as possibly transferring nuclear weanons to them. 
1fould you care to comment on this? 

Al:SHER 

At my last press conference, I reiterated m;,· viet7s that the linited 
States sho,1ld d0 all that is possible to insure that our allies are 
armed in such methods and ways as will make our collective defense the 
stroneest. Present law does not a'tthorize the United States to transfer 
the ownersh5_p and custody of nuclear weapons to other nations under 
conditions of peacetime Qr :;ive to theri any information except under 
carefully restricted conditions. i•s to pQSSible amenililcn~s, I believe 
the statement issued by the White House clarified this matter. 

11The question of possible amendments to the Atomic Enurgy 
Act in relation to the transfer of nuclear weapons or infornation 
concerninr, them to other fr:i.endly nations is, like all major policy 
matters, under continuing review within the Bx:ecl'.tive Branch. 
'"'here is no executive proposal nou before the Cone;ress or in pre-
paration for amendments to the Act in either o" resoects, 11 

.....,•''" ... 

FRENCH TEST 

QUESTIOH 

!'r, President, could you tell us what our posit;_on is on the recent 
French nuclear test? 

:r have nothinr; to add to the statement issued by the DeIJartl'!8t:.t of 
State last Saturday. (3to.te;;J8nt at tac 1ed.) 

Qc'ESTIO!l 

Jir, President, do you believe ?ranee now qualifies under the Atomic 
Enerey Act for receint of infor1~ation in the sense ti1at the United 
Kinedorn now do<'!s? · 
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I have in the pa::;t 1nar:ie clear 1,:y vic1;s _111 tl~f' ;:;0'121•al s~:hject of 
an exchanr~e of infonnation on nuclear weapons. I don't care t~ srell 
th-j_s out in any greater detail at ti1is tine since there are obviously 
many factors which enter into this matter. 



Statement Issued by Department of State 
February 13, 1960 Concerning French Atomic 

Explosion 

The announcement of an atomic detonation by the 
French Government was not unexpected since that 
government has in past public statements made known 
its intention independently to design, fabricate and 
explode such a device. 


