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T:ac m::cnmIT: '.Jell sir, of course, 3.llything lilrn this is 
speculative. You are dealing with independent people, in­
dependent nations. You are dealing with people that are very 
enotional, ·:ll'here their prejudices and. ~mtual 11atreds are very 
deep. So 11hat you can do is this: We have, ue shc.11 l1ave, ii' 
'1e have a ceaoe-.fire, an op}.1ortunity to nesotiate in good faith 
and that, I think, is about all you can say. 

Nov if you could demilitarize or something else, I'tJ not so 
sure as that is a final ansvmr to 11hich E:Veryl'vdy could ac;ree, 
but I do say, to do this thing peacefully and remerJbering the 
interests of each nation, its mm self-respect, why, then I 
thinl{ possibly zre could get Gor:ie•:rhere. 

'~. Edna.rd 'T. 0 'Brien, St. Louis Globe-Democrat. Saturday, 
sir, dill be the first anniversary of the launchinc of the 
first Russian sputnik. Could you discuss uith us the evolu­
tion of our military :position in the past year in relation to 
that of Russia. And as a somewhat related m2tter, could. you 
tell us, Gir, if we have the military power in the Far Pacific 
that is adeq_uate for our :possible needs in tl1at area? 

THE PRESill81lT: You are getting -- these gu...-1s are getting 
about three-barreled, rather than two. (lauchter) 

.Tith respect to the sputn:ik incidents of' the i:1..:3siar.s, I 
should say they represent, as the \;hole v10rld. recocnizes, 1 •• ·"'

0 ·•r (;,, 
remarkable ::i.chie·rements~ 2nd they are adG..itional evidence r: 
of the Q.Uality of' the top Russian scientists right d.o·im th~; .. 
Y<hole field. ~ ·~' 

Our com;:iittees that coi;1e baclc to the United States, oui· 
Electrical Com:uittee, the Steel Collllilittee and the others, 
they come back and they reJ;lort very great, tremendous advances 
in the scientif'ic character of all of their steel-makinc 
facilities and everythinG else. In one or tuo imtances it has 
been reported. to me, said, "You lmo<1, these :;;ieo:ple in one or 
tno kinds of i tens are ahead. of us, even in CJ. uali ty, ancl you 
might say, in the height of the scientific incenuity that has 
been displ~yecJ.." 

lJov1, we have in, I believe in the last seven months, IJUt four 
satellites in orbit. Our scheme, our :Plan was devised, as I 
pointed out before, with an entirely different purr>ose from 
th~t that the Soviets had. 

--re started it ::.s a riart of the Geophysical Year. It was our 
responsibility that 1:ve voluntarily asswued. Ylhen it cor,1es to 
the -.veaponry, as I pointed out to you again, that the Russians 
started Yrith their German scientists that they had secured 
right after 1945. 
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Our m-m interest in this :particul<J.r fielcl was not very creat. 
":le went into long-range \;ea:pons, missiles, but they were 
aerod.ynelBic. They were not the ballistic missiles. In other 
words, we did.n •t go it all into the IRB~ and the IC13Iis. 

So when I came in here, I got t·.m successive scientific com­
mittees to go into this thing and find out whc:..t ·,;.ras GOiD.G on, 
·;1hat ~·1e should be cloinr;. And it took them q_uite a lone; time. 
But alone; about a year and a half after the first cow.ii t tee 
·;ms organized, we believed that ·i1e knew vhat ·, 8 should do, and. 
that was the first time t.hat anything was rea:1.ly dedicated -­
any sizable sum -- to ballistic missiles of a long rangeo And 
that was, the whole :project was now :put on first :priority, 
over every other expenditure. 

But remember, with our curve starting over here, anc-;. theirs 
here, vie had to get a very steep one. I thinJ: Ne have con­
structed a very steep curve of accom:plishmenC.i but naturally 
with tl1at length of time, there are going to oe sone incidents 
here and there where 11e are not satisfied with our results. 

But they are {;oing ahead, and I believe we have the bi;:;gest, 
strongest, finest body of scientists amply armed with money 
to do the job, and that's that. 

Um:, in the Far :Cast, I thinl: our weaponry is in very c;ood 
shape, und. our forces are in good shaDe. 

Q.. (Arrm·1sr.1i th, Associated Press) Thank you, ilr. President. 


