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rsh(l) PRESIDENT EISENHOWER'S FRESS AND RADIO CONFERENCE NO. 33;

igm]. ACCOMPANIED EY ADIIRAL LEWIS L. STRAUSS, CHAIRMAN, ATOMIC
ENERGY COMNMISSION

Tn Atitcndance: 235

loom 474 Executlve Office Rldg.,
Washington, D. C.,

Yednesday, Mareh 31, 1954

10:30 o'clock a.m.

THE PRESIDENT: Ag you can suspect, ladles and gentlemen,
from the picture-taking this morning, we are trying a little

hit ol an innovatlon.

There has beon some glight interest shown in the tests

f il
o
G

3!
b\_.

recently conducted in the Pacific, and for this reason, I
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brought along with me thls mornlng the expert in that field,
and after I take a certain share of the press conference
time, I am going to turn the rest of 1t over to him and, of

course, this will also give me a unique privilege of seelng
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gomeone else in this particular apot.
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One of the things that I should like to take a moment
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to talk about 13 the excise taxes.

Now, the exclse taxes, of course, have reduced revenue
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a very conslderable amount more than I recommended. MNeverthe-
£

less, from the beginning, it was acknowledged that here was

a fleld that was oben to dincussion, There is one schonl of

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.

‘hu.A;_ B




dsm?2

(2)
10 fls

EISENHOWER LIBRARY

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.

.This is not an official transcript. Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted

&irectly." Ther;fore, this transeript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it. Verbatim
duplication for distribution prohibited.

M

thought that believes that cutting of excise taxes can have

such a great effect in stimulating of business that the

revenues will not be hurt as much as we egtimate.
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In any event, the bill, as 1t doss, continuing certein
needed exclse taxes on beyond April lsi, that ls tomorrow, ls
golng to be slgned -- I will sipgn 1t today ~- and certainly, I
acespt 1t vholeheartedly, and we ars certelnly hopeful that the
results, any damaglng resulis, will not be as great as might
be.

I should like %o call attention tc this ones fact: On
figures furnlshed to me by the Treasury, this will be the
greatest single tex reductlon in dollers ever accomplished by

tho Amsrlican Goverament, $7,400,000,000 taken off the --

reduced in one yesar in texss. This includes, of course, the
reduction in Ilncoms taxes of Janwary lst, the abolition of the
6xcegs proflts tax, and this excise tax, but that will bs a
huge amount of money in the hands of private citizens to spend
themselves and, certainly, we have every reason to belleve that
1t w11l be a stimulating factor in our economy.

Another polnt to discuss just brisfly is housing.

Tow, there has bessn a lot of differsnt kinds of thinking
on public housing, and I think most of you ars awvare of the
general provlsions of the plan that I submltted to the Congress

some couple of months ago, and I am informed that Mr. Wolcott's
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committee 1s bringing out that program largsly in ths same

form as presented to him.

Now, in the public housing factor, thers has bssn a very

considerable struggle, but I am delighted that yesterday the

leadership succesded 1n getting the necessary approprlations,

so that approximately 35,000 public housing units can be ccn-

structed this year, and the authorization will certainly be

accorded to go for & like amount or somsthlng of thai{ ordsr

next year in the auvthorization committee.

Oh, the other ltem that I wanted to mention wag the

I think the report and the Messags largely speak 7

themselves, but I do want to make this one observation: In

making this kind of an adjustment, in trying to move from an

era in which our friends abroad had to depend sco markedly on

direct eid, into an ors where expanded trade will be of beneflt

to all of us, cortain difficultles, even certain hsrdships

can occur not only in our country but ia others.
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The CGovernment is alert to that situation, will congtantly
be vigllant to see thot any dansge of that kind does not
become one that is unjustlfied, as you think of the welfare of
the 160 million people, and will tske such steps as are
necessary to prevent them from becoming elther widespread or
severz, but that there will be gome adjusiment of that kind is,
or course, inavitable.

I do belicve that in this dey and time, the free world
muat come more snd more to reallze that ln an expanding,
healthy, tuo-uay trade lles our best insurance that tne
doctrines of statelsuw cannot come in and overcome our uhole

idea of free governmsnt.

Now, within our ouwn country ve don't feel that danger
50 intimately; the danger, in cother uwords, 1s not in position,
let us say, of breathing down our necks; but Iln some of the
others i1t 1s, and we have got to take all of those things into
consideratiocn as we stand firmly for a principle which, in the
long run, 13 for the good of 2ll of us, and 1t is going to
take very great firmness because, as I say, there are going to

be some maladjustments and difficulties.

Now, that was my speoch for the morning, ladles, and




b LN

1

dsm2

AT THE DWIGHT, D. EISENHOWER LIBRARY

o N
RESRODUCED

-
r

This is not an official transcript. Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted
&irectly.' Therefore, this transcript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it. Verbatim
duplication for distribution prohibited.

gentlemen, and the rest of my time that I have allocated to

myself, I will talte up uwith questiona.

Q {Merrimen Smith, United Press) IMr. President, I wonder

if you could explore for us, sir, or amplify on Secretary

Dulles! speech the other night in which he gpoke of our

readiness to take united action in the Far East,

THE PRESIDENT: Well, of course, the speech must stand

by itself, and I should say that I was over every word of it

beforehand. Secretary Dulleg and I, as usually, find ourselves

in complete agreement.

that he used 1n respect to the questlon you raised, bui he
dld point out that it is in united actlon of all natious and
peobles and countrieg affected 1n that region thaé wWe can
successfully oppose the encroachment of communism, and should
be prepared to meet any kind of attack that would come in there
because, he pointed out, the great value of the reglon to all
the free uworld, and whaet its loss would mean to us.

So, X think, aside from Just the assertion that we are
seeking that kind of united action among all our friends, that

the speech otherwlse must stand by itself,

|
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rsh. Q(Mertin Agronslky, Amsrican Broadcasiing Compsny)  Hr.
1(6)

8.dgm
President, I wondered ii’ T could ask one more speciflc question

along those 1lines. The united aeklon has bosn interpreted
generally as 1ndlecating. parhaps, intervention, direct inter-
vention or dirsct use, wore asccurztsly, of America: Lroops.

Can you comment on thet -- i
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THE PRESIDENT: Well, Y heve sald tims and again that I
can concelve of no groater disadvantage to Amsrica than Lo be
employing 1ts own ground forces, a2nd any other kind of forces,

in grest numbsra around the vworld, meetiug each little

tion as 1% arises.

What ve arsc trying to do is to make our friends strong
2nough to take care of local situations by themselvesn, with
the’financial, the moral, the political and, certainly, only
vhere our own vital Interessts dewanded any milltary help.

But each of these cases 1s one that has its own degree,

EISENHONER LIBRARY

let us say, of interast I'sr the United dtates, 1ts own degres
of rlsk and danger and, consequently, sach ons must be mset on
1ts merits.

I couldn't possibly give you a general rule of what the

Urnlted Statss would do in 2 situntien borsausa ro ons could

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.
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ao2 know 2ll of the circumstances surrounding 1i4.

I think the best answer I have heard in dlplomacy wvas

that glven by France, I believe, to Germany in late August or

late July of 1914, when Germany asked her her intentions, she

sald, "France will do that which her best interests dictate,"

and I belleve that 1s about the ounly answer you can give,

m7 except in terms of very great generallty.

1.S.

v
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0 (Garnett Horner, Washington Evening Star) Mr. President,
reports from Europe indlcate that the Europcan Defense Community
project 1s bogging down. That raises again the guestion of
whether we have all our policey eggs in that E.D.C. basket, or
whether there is gome alternative in mind 1f E.D.C. faile.

Could you comment on that?

THE FRESIDENT: Well, I did say that -- I have been
threatened wlth defeat before, and I don't fight my second
battle on the supposition that it is going to occur.

I am all out for the approval of E.D.C. and establishing
it as a factor that will insuve Europe s safety. Until that
questlon lsg deflnitely settled -~ and I atill firmly belleve

in the affirmative -- I am not golng to comment on it any

further.

Q (Robert @. Spivack, New York Post) M%. President -~

THE PRESIDENT: All Pightf

Q (Robert G. Spivack, Wew York Post) (Continuing) --
an explosive situation seems to be building up in the Middle
East betwoen the Arab states and Israel, which the Soviet
Union seems to be exploiting, 1f not fomenting.

I wondered if you favored brincing the Isrsel-Arab dispute

before the U.B. Steurity Coureil. the ubhole digpute?
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THE PRESIDENT: I couldn't comuent on that at the

moment. It would be, I think, speoalking a 1ittle bit recklessly.

We have had a2 very deflnite program of our own that ve
have supportsd -- when I say "of our own" I don't mean it
quite that way -- we have thoroughly approved the idea that 1s
implicit in the U. M. plan that through some economlc unity
thers we would achieve a better, let us say, psychologilcal
and political unlon and, therefore, we have been very strongly
supporiting the plan of development, including water develop-
ment and sharing, that we hopsd would bs effective.

There is, of course, so much emotionalism in the thing
that you can't tell from day to day how it 1s golng to come
out; but I do say 1t is a case vhers both sldes ought to
restrain thelr partisans and thelr extremlsts, and use a
little bit of reason, and depend upon the judgments of out-
side people.

Now, this gentleman down hers.

Q{Francis M. Stephenson, New York Daily News) I wonder
if the Federal Government plans to take any action in the

New York waterfront strike?

THE PRESIDENT: The qusstion is about ths Hew Yorlk

. -l
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ao?2 waterfront strike.

I, of courss, want to be careful that I don't prstend

that I am golng to get into a field whore it is so technical

that I couldn't possibly expect to knovw the ansvwers, s¢ I will

talk a little bit in gensralities, but I think, clearly enough

m9 to shovw intentlon and concern.
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Any strile of thig ltind 13 of the utmost importance to the
whole natlon and, thorefore, to your Federanl Covernment.

Hou, whenever we touch thisg delicate trsnaportation
acheme, aystem, of the Unlted States, and affect 1t seriously,
we affect the economy, we affect the living, the welfare of
many thousands; ue affect even such things as health and
sanltation, that sort of thing; so these things become serlous

instantly.

The second they occur, cvery Depesriment of Government that
hags any possible connection, instantly keeps abreast of the
situation: The Attorney (General, the N.L.R.B., of course,
largely independent, of course does so0, and determincs such
things ag elections and all theat sort of thing; but, at the
same time, Federal courts, an independent branch, they take
action. Finelly it becomes necessary to make sure that their
orders are obeyed.

There is alsc, of course, the understanding in America
that everything 1s handled locally as long as it can be, and you
don:t bring down Federal Agencles until it 1s necessary. There

are city authorities, there are state authorities; they are

dolng their best, and again ue have one of those cases where

Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted
Verbatim

13
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amz partnership must be observed.

The Federal Covernment has certaln grave responslbilities
imposed by law, but there are also the police powers and that
gort of thing, in keeping order, that reslde in the local
anthorlties; so it is & question of partnership, and our
Attorney General, tpe M. L.R.B., the Secretary of Labor, overy-
body, is keeping up with this as closely as possible, and to

\

keep me informed as to the whole situation, so that 1f it
does become the responslbility of the Federal Government to
talte more positive actlon, that we are ready to move, in
accordance wilth law, the Ccastitutlion and the merits of the
case,

How, there 1s very little mere you can say, I think, on
that mattcr.

10) Yes?

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER LIBRARY
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Q(0tto Lelchter, Arbeiter-Zeltung, Vienna, Austria, and
Sviss and West German Nevspapers) Mz, President, do you con-
sider or contemplaete any new 1initlative to obtain an Austrian
independence treaty or the wlthdrawal of all Occupation forces,
or at least to esase the occupation of Austria?

THE PRESIDENT: I am not sure that I understood every
single implication of your question; but, gensrally, it was,

do ve have any new approach now to secure & general approval

of’ the Austrian treaty.

Q(0tto Leichter, Arbsiter-Zeitung, Vienna, Austria, and
Swiss and West German Newspapers) Yas3.
THE PRESIDEHNT: About the only observation I could male

on it 1s this: For now, I think 1t is, for six or seven

: yoars we have stood firmly for the early completion of the

Austrian treaty, belisving it would be wholly unjust and
unnecessary to continue the occupation of that country, in
view, particularly, of the facts that early in the vwar it vas
agread that Austria had besn occupled country, and not an
instlgator of the war; so I knov of no reason that we
shouldn't continue to stand on that bellef and, &s & matter

of fact, I knov we do, end wo vwill certainly hs alert to svery

15
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possible way of easling the situation. But when you come down

to asking me to predict success or wnat could be & brand nsvw

approach, I could not commant.

Just behind you.

Q(George E. Herman, CBS Radio) Mr. President, the last

faw weelks the Soviet Union has broken & conslderable amount of

procedsent by publishing the details of nuelear and thermo-

nuclear explosions. Could you tell us whet your fesllngs are

on their policles and intentions in meking publiec those facts

lately?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, no, I don't really knov.

We have had many discussions on them, and I would say,

inconclusivs, but thers ere some vho believe that 1t 1s

indicating & slight change in public policy theat mlght indicate

a greater readiness to nogotiate earnestly and honestly.

We are trylng to keep ourselves in position that at any

sign of negotiating honestly, so we can do so with confidencs,

on the plan that I suggssted last December, which would be

morsly & beginning -- all things like that -- we would

cortainly welcome in view of the situation in the vorld today.

Ho, I am sorry, this one.

-t
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€803 Q(Ray L. Scherer, NBC} Thank you, sir.
Mr. President, the last couple of weeks several nismbers
of your team have announced they are rsturning to private life,

C. D. Jackson, Mr. Kyes, and Mr. Dodge. Could you discuss

sml2

with us ths problem of inducing such men to stay in Governmenty
fls

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER LIBRARY




. , This is not an official transcript. Under White House rules, the President mustbnot be quot.ed
directly. - Theréfore, this transcript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it. Verbatim
duplication for distribution prohibited.

18
(12) THE PRESIDENT: Well, today, I think it is perfcetly
dsml
clear to all of us, with the famlly responsibilities that men
have, wlth {he tax citustlon that they have, children to
educate, and all of that sort of thing, it is only natural
that they think this kind of public duty should be shared.
How, each of the three men you name promised to stay a
year. 1In each case, because of ceortain changes in the program
and the need for having very Intelligoent expositions befors
the committces of the Houze ang the Senate, they have agreed

to stay & 1ittle longer.

.ﬁ] q ¥
They are dlfficult to replace, but in at least two

instancos, I have -~ I am sure we have -- two very able and
capable men to take their places.

j I believe that any government such 2s this is not wholly
damaged by some rotatlon of people and bringlng fresh peeple

in from the outside as leng as they are capable in themselves

EISENHOWER LIBRARY

and dedicated.

Nouw, the three men that are going, that you Just namegq,
I couldn't speak of them in terms of too great praise. I

think they have done a remarkable Job; I am Indebted to them,

¢ ard I think the people are indebted to them, so it is not

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT, D.
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eacy for any people to f1ll thelr sho:3, but when you can do

it, a certain amount of that rotatic: is good rather than

bad.

Q (Clark R. Mollenhoff, Des Iolnes Reglster and Tribune)

IMr. Presldent, several weels apgc I had asked if the White

House had glven up 1ts efforts to obtain the resignation of

Chairman Johnson of the I.C.C., and at that time you stated

that you had no lmcwledge of “hat, and I wondered if you had

an opportunity to acquaint y:urself with the I.C.C. problem

of personnel,

THE PRESIDENT:
as n matter of fact I forgot the question -- and wlll you make
a note, and I will.{Conferring with Mr. Hagerty.)

As a matter of fact, Mr. Hagerty says that I make an
acnsver that 1s very, very unusual for me, because he says

"No comment," becauve I don't know anything about it. But I

ulll try again to loolt it up.

{Laughter.)

But, Just a minute, that is my last question, and now

Mr. Strauss 1s golng to take over. I didn't realize that time

t heé gone.

?
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m3 ADHMIRAL SYRAUSS: Shall | go right ahead, Mr., President?

THE FRESIDENT: Yes; tizm: 13 getting shori. Let them
distribute 1t.

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: Iadie: and gentlemen, the President
has authorized me to make oviilable those portlons of my
report of yesterday to him, ‘he publication of which would not
compromize information vital Lo the natiocnal security.

In corder to be precise :ad as brief as possible, I pre-
pired a gtatement ~- I beolioe it 19 being distributed -- and
I £02l1 only read the high ’ghts from it in order to congerve

your time and the time of lhe Pregident.

I have just returnoc from the Pacifie Proving Grounds of
the Comzission where I vitnessed the second part of a test
@ gseries of vhermcuuelenr weapons. I will deseribe it as well
as I am able, and in this statement, before the degeription,

there 1s a short Listorical background summary which, for thig

EISENHOWER LIBRARY

morning, I shall alip unlegs you care to ask me questions about
it later.

Early in January of this Jear, men and supplies began
to move out to the Proving Grounds for this series,

The filrst shot tool place on its scheduled date of

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT, D.
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dsmit March 1lst, and the second on March 26th. Both were succegsful.

No test is made without a definlte purpose and a careful

determination that it is directed toward an end result of

major importance to our mllitary strength and readiness, that

(1%) i1s to say, there are no idle or wanton tests.
o fls
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Livermore had hoped to obtain Irom theso two tests were fully

realized, and enormous potentlal has been added, in conss-

quence, to our military posture, from what we have learned.

I would also like to note that the testing of weapons is

importeant in ordsr to be fully aware of the possible future

(15
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aggressive ability of an enemy, for we now fully know that we
possess no monopoly ln capabillty in this awesome field.

Now, about the specific tests: The first one has been
variously characterized as "devastating" and "out of control,"
and wvith other somswhst{ eraggerated and mistakeon descriptions.

I vould not wish to minimize 1t. It was e stupsendous
blest in the megaton range, but at no time was the tosting
out of control.

The misapprehension seems to have arisen dus to two facts:
first, that the yield was about double that of the calculated
estimate -- a margin of error vhich, I submit, is not incom-
patible with a totally new weapon. In fact, the renge of
guesses on the first A-bom: covered a considerably relatively

wider spectrum.

The second reason vas because of the results of the

P
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"fall-outg."

Bow, I thialk, cs you know, vhen & large exploslion occurs
on or vithin a certalp distance of tho ground, an emount of
earth or water or whatever is beneath the center of the
exploslon, is svecltad up into the air. The hoavy particles
f2l1l out quickly, and the llghter ones are borns out in the
direction of the vind until they, too, eventually rall out by
gravity.

If the exnlosion 1s £ nueclear one, then many of thsse
particles are radiocactive, as 1s also the vaporlzed parts of

the woapon itaelf.

This is the reason that tho Atomic Enorgy Commigsion from

“he beginning has conducted tests of larger vweapons away from

the mainland so that the "fall-out” would ocecur in the ocean

and would bo quickly dissipated, both by the dilution and by

the rapid decay of most of the radioactivity, which is of

short duration.

——
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The Marshall Islands were selected for thls purpose,as
a - matter of fact, before the Atomic Energy Commizslon was
created, in connection with Operatlon Crossroads, which was
conducted by Admiral Blandy.

During the months of February, March and April of each
yeer, the Marshall Islands are usually favored by winds whlch
blow away from any inhablted atolls. The two atolls at
Bikini and Eniwetok werc chosen as the bage of thege opera-
tlons. Each of these atolls, eaoch of then, 1z a lerge necklace
of coral reef surrounding a lagoon of twc to three hundred
equare miles in areca, and at various point~ at this reef, like
beads on a string, there are a multitude of 1little islands,

some of them a few score acres in axtent, but most of them

1i1ttle sand splts.
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It 1s these small uninhabitsd troeiess sand bars which
are ussd for these oxperiments. As 2 matter of fact, shot one
vas fired on such an islawnd vhich wes croeted for tha purpose
by dredging.

That 1s o charg, thot is a mep, of the atoll of Bikini.
The shaded portions reprssont & rsef, the boundary resf, and
the blacl spots on 1t ere the piscos of land or s2nd and the
coral vhich ars above normal high water.

llow, before 2 shot takes place, there 1s a cersful

aurvey of the winds at all slevations up to many thousands of

foet.

and on fleet and Alr Force units at widely separated points.
Contrary to the notion I had before I was acqguailnted with
the subject, winds don't blovw in only ons diractlon at a given
tlme and place. A% various heights above the earth, winds are
to be found blowing frequently in exactly opposite directions
and at greatly varying spesds. An atemic cloud, thereiora,
which pushes up through these air masses 1s sheared in the

direction in which the winds blow.

The starff of metsorologists attompt to foreccast the wind

« This is not an official transeript. Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted
directly.» Thertfore, this transcript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it.
duplication for distribution prohibited.
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ao2 direction for the optimum condition, and the Task Force com-

mander, therefore, thereupon decldes upon the strength of these

wveather reports what day be is going to shoot.

The weather forecasts have to be a little blt long-

distance, long-range, beceuse it ls the custom -- 1t was the

cugstom -- in connsction ¥with this test and the preceding ones,

that there is a search of the whole range visually and by

radar conducted from squadrons of planes the day baeforse the

m 18 search and up to the time of the shot.
fls.
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This gearch covers a warning area, and I think jou might
put up that mep., The green on this map is tho warning area,
and the place where I have put my finger 1s the lccation of
thls particular group of atolls,

The warning area surrounds the Proving Grounds uilthin
which -- covers the area in which hazard to shipping or aviation

is believed to exist. e have ertablished meny such areas,

and so have other governments.

He have a large avea off the Pacific Coast, Point Mapu;
there 1s a big area from Florida out across the Bahawmas for
gulded missiles, a big ares in the Hawalian Islends; the
British Government hes one off the Coast of Australia, and in
toto we have established some Y47 differvent varning ov danger
areas, including Continentsl areas.

Despite these notlees, there are wmany instances where
sccidents or near accidents have resuited from inadvertent
trespass in such warning areas. The very sglze of them makes 1t
impossible to fence them, and on the day of Shot ¥o, 1, the
meteorologlsts had predicted a wind condltion which should have

carrled the "fall-out"™ to the north of the group of ~mall

atolls. Will you show the direction in which -. that iine vas

Verbatim
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12 the direction of the wind predicted by the meteorologlsts.

The survey aircraft carefully searched the area and
reported they found no shipping. The shot was accordingly
fired.

The wind falled to follow the predictlons, shifted south
of that llne, and the little iglands of Rongelap, Rongerik and
Uterik were in the edge of the "fell-out!

& Japanese fishing trauwler, the Fortunate Dragon, appcared
to have been mlssed by the search, but bazed on a statement
attributed to the skipper to the effcét that he saw the flash
and heard the sound of the concussion wilthin six minutes, he

must have been well wlthin the danger area.

The 23 crewy members on the ship, 28 American personnel
manning weather statlions on the little islands, and the 236

natives on these 1slends were also within the areca of the

"fall-out."

EISENBOWER LIBRARY

The supposition that the actual blast of the bomb extended
over such an enormous arca 1s, of course, strictly untrue.

The task force cowmander, General Clarkson, promptly
evacuated all of the people from these islands. They were

taken to Kwajalein, where we have a naval establishment, and

EPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.

20)“ thore placed under contlunvons and ompet.ns medical gupervigion.
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been determined that our weather personnsl could be returnsd
to duty, but they are still belng kept on Kwajalein for the
benefit of further observation. None of these 28 weather
personnel have any burns. The 236 natlves also appeered to
me to be well and happy.

Thers were two exceptlons: one, an aged man, in advanced
stages of dlabetes, and theo other one an old lady, with
crippling arthritis. HNeither of these cases, of courss, had
anything to do with thess tests, end todsy, a full moanth after
the events, the medical staff on Kwajalein have advissd us
they anticipate no illness, barring, of course, the possibility
that disease hereafter contracted might always be expsriencad
and, as a matter of fact, Wwe have more natives than we sterted
with. One child was born vhile I was there, and four mors are
expected. (Laughter.)

They named the child, a little girl, after my wife, and
I thought she ought to be dowered, and since they haeve no use
for monsy, I gave her ten pigs.

Q(Merriman Smith, United Press) What was the nams of

the ch1ld?

~

29
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but T am not certain as to thet.
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Q (Garnett D. Horner, Weshington Evening Star) What was

her first name?

Q (Mre. Moy Creip, liaine Neowspapers) What is your wife's
name?

ADIMIRAL STRAUSS: Alice. That is not a part of this
prepared statenment.

(Lavghter. )

The situation with respect to the 23 Japanese fishermen
is less certaln due to the fact that our people have not yet

bean permitied by the Japanese authorlties to malte s proper

clinical examlnation.

When T wrote thls lagst night, I was unaware of the fact
that there was a message on the wires -- I received it this
morning -- indicating that those restrietions would be removed
teday, and that we would see these people today.

But 1t 1s interesting to note that the reports whilch have
recently come through to us indicate that the blood count of
these men is comparable to that of our weather station personnel
vho, as I told you & moment before, are fit to return to duty.

Sonme skin lesions whlch have been observed are thought to

be due to the chemicel activity of the converted material in the
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dsm?2 coral, rather than to radicactivity, since these leslons are
reported to be healing.
The men are under continual observation by Japanses
physiclans, and we are represented in Javan very adequately
by Dr. John Morton of the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commigsion,

and Mr. Elsenbud of my office,

I sm going to skip these other poilnts unlaess you wigh

(22) to discuss them.
y fls.
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I would like to remark that a recent comment that I have

seen vhich sugpested that the incident involving the "fall-out"

on Inhabited areas was cctually & planned part of the opera-

tioun, has greetly dlstressed ms. I would not wish to comment

on that other than to chapracterize 1t &8s Iirresponsibls and

titerly falss, and ay dolng a grave injustlce to the men who

ere engeged in this patriotic mission.

enhancspent of our wllitary cepabllity to the polint whers vo
should soon be more free Lo increass our emphasis on the
peacsful use of atomic powar at home and abroad. It will be a
tramondous satisfaction to 2ll of the men who have participated
in thils program that it has hastened that day.

Q{Merrimen Suith, United Press) Mr. Chairmen --

Q(Kennsth H. Scheibel, Gannett Newspapers) Mr. Chairmen,
you sald that this particular sxzplosion vwas not out of control.
But 1s it possible that in any sories of tests that a hydrogen
explosion or gseries of them could get out of control?

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: I am Informed by the sclentists that

that 1s impossible.
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802 Q(Charies 8. von Fromd, CBS Television) Admirel

traugs, yesterday, at his news conference, Ssecretary of
Deofense Wilson seld the results of the larch lst test -- is

the one he vas referring to -- was unbelievable. Would you

dsm23 cars Lo comnent or that?
fls.
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ADMIRAL STRAUSS: No, I don’t think I should comment on
that. The use of that adjective, I think, was played up beyond
the point where the Seeretary intended it. I don't know what
is meant by "unbellevable” and I would rather not comment.

Q (Nat S. Finney, Buffalo Evening News) DMr. Cheivman,
do vou intend to imply by tho last peragreph in this statement
that the work on the weapon phase of the stom 1s reachlng a
completion; that we are approaching a poini where pursuli of
this will no longer yleld very lavge proflis, and that we

will, therefore, turn our research pouecr to the peaceflul

applications?

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: DMr. Finney, I think the ansuwer tc that
is this: The Mllitary have certain requirecments. The
Commisgssion 1s engeged in attempting to fill those requirements.
The a&bllity of the Commission to devote attention and fisslon-
able materlal to peaceful requirements, peaceful neads, 19
glways junlor to the defense needs, by definltlion of the Act
itaelf,

The result of these tesis has brought us very much
nearer to the day of the satisfacilon of militery requirements,

put us within sight of thew, <o thot we can see the abliity

Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted
Verbatim
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sm2 to proceed aggressively with the peacetime devclopment of
pover to an extent that we were not able to before the tests.
Q (Nat S. Ploney, Buffalo Fvenlng Hews) Thanlk you, slv.
Q (Richard Wilson, Cowle~ Publicaiions) Admiral Strauss,
can you go beyond this statement and deseribe the area of the
blast, the effectlveness of the blast, and give a general

description of what actually happened when the H-bomb went

(24) of £
ao fig
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would bs about --

Verbatim

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: The area of the blast, Mr. Wilson,

THE PRESIDENT: Why not depend on those pictures thoy

are all going to see?

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: I understand you are golng to sce a

film, a plcture, of the 1952 shot. The area, if I were &o

desceribe it specifically, would be translatable into the

number of megatons 1nvolved, vhich 1s a matter of military

sacrecy.

The effects, you sald the effectiveness -- I don'%t know

oxactly what you meant by that, sir, so I don't knov hov to

answer it.

Q(Richard Wilson, Cowles Publicatlons) Well, I don't

mean in the percentage of the effectivensss of or thse

effibiency of the blast 1tsself. But many people in Congress,

I think many elsewhere, have been reaching out and grasping

for some information as to what happens vhen the H-bomh goes

off, how big is the ares of destruction in its various stages;

and vhat I am asking you for now is some enlightenment on that

sub Jeot.

ADMIRAL STRAUS3: Well, the nature of an H-bomb, Hr.
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ao2 Wilson, 1s that, la effect, 1t can be made to be as lasrge as

you wish, as large as the milltary requirement demands, that
18 to sey, an H-bomb can be made as ~- large enough to take
out a civy.

(A chorus of "What?")

dsm25% ADMIRAL STRAUSS: Po take out a clty, to destroy a city.
fls.

EISENHOWER LIBRARY

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.

L AR




~ L

* This is not an official transcript. Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted

girectly.» Therefore, this transcript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it. Verbatim
duplication for distribution prohibited.

39
Q (Merriman Smith, Unlted Press) How blg a city?
ADMIRAL S1RAUSS: Any clty.
Q (Merriman Smith, Unlited Press) Any city, New York?
ADMIRAL SUYRAUSS: The metropolltan area, yes.

Q (Martin Agronshy, American Broadcasting Company )

Ve, Chairman, may I ask this specific question: If you were

to make & comparison, duplicating tho ezploslon that occurred

at Eniuetole, with this bullding in which we are right nou

as the conter, uhat vould be left of thls elty of Washingion?

ADHIRAL STRAUSS: Vell, I coulén't say, Hr. Agroasky,

because the preecisc ueasurements of these two shots have

not becen completely calibrated. It may be as much as a month

or two before I now the ansguer to 1t.
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extengive -~

Q (HMartin Agronsky, American Broadeasting Company) W11l

you provlide that answer at some tim2, gir?

ADMIRAL STIRAUSS: I von't make a definite commltment,

but I would certainly 1lilke to.

Q (Merriman Swith, Unlted Press) Thank you, Mr.

Chairman.

(Yhereupon, at 11:02 a.m., the Press Conference wes

coneluded, )
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