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l. Reference is niade to the memorandUin by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
dated 13 :tviarch i ·;!5 5, subject as above, and to the men1orandun1 by the 
Deputy Secreta:ry of Defense for the Ad Hoc Panel on Nuclear Test Cessation. 
dated 21 !viarch 1,55. subject: "The Effects of Total Suspension or Ces-

sation of Nuclear Testing.' 

2. In these niernoranda the effect of a cessation of nuclear testing on 

the United States relative to the USSR was analyzed. Based on this analysis 
these rnen10randa reflected the belief that, unless considered only as a part 
of a larger disarn1an1ent proposal to include suspension in the production 

of weapons and weapons 1Y1ater al and an effective inspecLon sy stenc the 
over-all long-ran13e effects of a test cessation will be to the d'stinct dis­
advanta~(e of the United :.:tates. In view of recent increased pressures for 
the cessation of tests the Jo:nt Chiefs of Staff co11sider a reiteration and 
an1plification of their views on this sub;ect necessary. 

3 The Joint Chiefs of Staff consider that an adequate n1ilitary posi­
tion for the United States v1ill not be attained until there is available a 
contpletc spectrun1 of weapons cornpati.ble with rr10dern deliver;, systerus, 
which will rnake it possible to apply selectively adequate force a:_;ainst an)' 
threat. A111ong the prograrns of weapon develop1nent for which future 
testit1:_; w:ll .;c essential in order to provide this flexi~Jili.ty arc: 

a. Srr1all, low-yield, highly n1obile weapons for tactical 
and Xsw uses. 

b. N10dern, light-weight, and instantly ready v1eapons of 
sophisticated desicn for use against hostile aircraft. 

c. 1darheads for anb-n,\ssilc use. 
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~· Deterrent and retaliatory weapons, including war~ii(is'\ 
for second generation IRBM, ICB1.1, and FBM missiles ·t '. J.; 

~. ~~ 
e. A family of clean weapons. \~ 'l! 

4. The HARDTACK test series now underway, including the scheduled 
firing at Johnston Island prior to 1 September, is vital to the defense of the 
United States. Certain key shots, particularly those essential to the design 
and operational employment of the anti-missile missile, are crucial in 
the weapons development program. As past tests bear out, it cannot be 
presumed that this test series will be a total success or will in fact pro­
vide all of the much needed answers for presently foreseen military 
applications. Even if the HARDTACK tests are a complete success, there 
will be a continuing requirement for additional testing. Cessation of testing 
by us at any time in the foreseeable future would freeze our weapons re­
search at a point far short of the objectives cited above • .l\loreover, if the 
USSR continued testing on a clandestine basis, both offensive and defensive 
weapons in our stockpile could quickly become obsolete. Further, it is 
believed that the matter of parity with, or supremacy over, the USSR may 
have been accorded undue emphasis in past considerations of test cessation. 
It is fallacious to assume that a present superiority in either numbers or 
types of atomic weapons would be maintained or that numerical superiority 
would in itself provide the free world with the capability to cope with all 
future situations. 

5. In light of the above, the Joint Chiefs of Staff wish to emphasize 
their great concern over the nun1erous proposals for cessation of weapons 
tests, especially when this cessation is divorced from a larger disarn1arnent 
proposal which would provide also for complete suspension of the production 
of weapons and weapons inaterials, keyed to an effective systern of inspec­
tion and verification. 

6. The Joint Chiefs of Staff request that you convey these views to 
the President. 
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For the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 

N. F. TWINING, 
Chairman, 

Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
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