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SU'.S.J.ISCT: rCDA Proposal for Open Shot Program in Conjunction 
with Continental Test Series (Sprinf;, 195.5). 

The att:iched paper contains a.'1 i''CDA proposal to AF.c that an open shot. program 
be cond::.cted in conjunction nth the Continental Test Series this Spring,, with 
participation by Federal, State and local civil defense personnel, and observed 
by information ~edia re9resentatives. 

~~JA surve"JS indicate that the American .Jublic needs additional information 
concerning (a) damage effects of atomic weapone and the chances of personal 
survival, L) the hazards c! radiati':m, and (c) the practicability of personal 
?rotection a."ld ~~alter. Large gap3 a.11d misconceptions exist in the puolic 
understanding o! the force and e!'.fect of t:ie atomic bom;..,. 

The proposed exercise wuld ?rovide the i'ollowin;: 

(1) An opportunity for civil defense personnel and representat.ives of the 
public to witness an atomic explosion and obta:..n accurate, on-the-scene 
knowledge as to the effects. 

(2) A practical demonstration relating to some aspects o! civil defense, 
thereby stimulating greater public interest in civil de.t'ense. 

(3) Indoctrination of State and city civil defense personnel, and other 
officials charged with civil defense responsibilit.ies, resulting in better 
ini'or:ned leaders~ in their home 3tatt:s and communities. 

It is the position o! iCDA that the indoctrination of key civil defense 
leaders, who form the cadre o.t' our national civil defense organization, ia no 
less important than the indoctrination of prof'sssional:s responsible for the 
mili tar:r defense of our country. 
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The ::-CDA proposal. is eminently sound, and merits favorable consideration 
and supporl. . 

.&. program o! this sort, is a ; step in tbe right dil'ection toward the necesaar;r 
education o! the public with respect to the magnitude o! t.ha destructive ettecta 
ot atomic weapons, and is consistent with approved polic;y set forth in NSC $408. 

J. Patrick Coyne 
CCt Jlr. 
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