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l\4ay 16, 1958 

/ Admiral Strauss discussed with me the question of suspension of 
/ testing. Re indicated that if we thought it politically important it might 

1 be possible to announce before the end of the HARDTACK series that future 
/ testing would only be done under conditions '¥hich would assure no fallout. 
; Re gave me in this <;onnection the report of bis General Advisory Committee, 

( 

/ copy attached. 
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the smaller, e.g., less than one megabn; WEalm;E,,.aid~_: ~:: : : : : : : :.: :.:2 that 
it might be possible to deal first with detection machinery covering ilie·big 
explosions with a second phase which would be introduced only later 

: \ 
1 

dealing with the smaller tests. Admiral Strauss seemed to think tbis might 
\ S\S be possible. 

\ }{'-" \,.~ I spoke of the compositioncp~· the experts who might function if this 
\ V, was agreed on with the Soviet Uniop.;.'° Re suggested that there should be 
\ ~. j_ .. e~e:rts desilJ?ated as jointly agreetl between ~C, Defe_nse, <?IA c.:nd Dr. .. · 
\tY' Killian. I said I thought we should have a meeting on this subJect m the -; 
) near future and I would try to set it up for next week. 

: 1urt 1!!!!1!!111i111111111f1!1J1r1r ii 11 !Ii-ii Iii !ff ff ii 11 mmnrn11uum 
• •.!,__• ~--·. ·-~ •••••••••• ---- , 
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' \ Admiral Strauss spoke very highly of General Norstad1s testimony 
; before the Joint Congressional Committee and suggested I should thank him. 
\ Admiral Strauss thought that the amendments could be put through, particularly 
l. if we would accept the formula for di~pproving agreements with other govern-

\ 

ments by. a concurrent resolution. I asked how it would be if we accepted 
it by a two-third1s vote. Admiral Strauss said he thought this might squeeze 

\""-through 8:-Ild he would talk to Pastore about it if we wished. 

I recalled my conversation with the President yesterday, in which 

\ 
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-the President indicated that there was doubt whether Admiral Strauss 
would continue to serve beyond his present term. The Admiral expounded 
on bis reasons for this. I said that if he should not continue to serve, I felt 
that his services should be kept available to the Government and that he 
might, for example, be a consultant in the State Department with a mention 
to be a sort of "ambassador-at-large" for atomic peace matters, having 
in this respect the personal rank of ambassador, if and as he went abroad. 
Admiral Strauss indicated that something like this would be agreeable to hlm. 
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The General Advisor,r Camaittee feels that the countrl' is 

a.pproacbing a crisis with recard 'to the continuation of atomic 

While most of the 

widely disseminated arpaents agaiDSt further tests are 

exaggera"ted and unsound, there is widespread uneasi.neaa in 

the COWltl"J' over the prospect of CODStaatlJ' increasing racl1o­

actiYe fa1lout, and e'V9D. many siAcere scientists share this 

feeling. The statements of the President recarciing a possible 

chance ~ poliCJ' after the completion ot the present series 
(~) 

of tests make it important in our unanimous opinion that a 

suteaent should be issued before the end b:t this series, 

1Dd1ca.ting 'that hereafter we are willing to restrict tests 

so that future fallout will be sharply reduced • 

• In our opiD.ion tbe least concession which the COPP'issioD. 

could of!er wit!l ;>rospect of 71onins over a 3Ubstantial 'l>art 

o:f 'the siDCere oppoaitioD would be 'to aa,. tbat bereafter the 

areat bulk of our tests would be carried out undergrouad, 

with no fallout production, and that testa in the atmosphere 

would be liaited so that the ••xp• fiaion 71•1d from the 

tests of the free nations ia &DJ' year would nat a:ceed a ucaton 

provicU.Dc the lbaslliua acned to & atwtlar l1aitat1on. If theJ' 

did so, and oar allies c:oopera.Ud, •• woald reduce tbe addition 

to pateatial fallout to between 10 and 2Qll of the average 

apngal additioll reaul.tiDS froa the testa made dur1D& tu past 
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four J8U'S· What is more iDlportant, in view of the rate of 

radioactive deca7, etc. , we would actuall7 not increase tbe 

tot.al amount of potential radioactive :fallout beyond that 

pJ'8YalliDg this au-r. 

AdJa1 ttedlJ' the policiq of th.is agreeaen1: woulcl DOt be ea&J', 

but an interaa:tional 1Dspection agenc1 could be created which 

could deteraiD.e caapliance :fairl1 accurately for each side. 

And, as a matter of :fact, such a pol1C'f w0t1ld penaliZe us so 

little that we llight CODtinue it tor some time even i:f Russia 

did not cooperate. Actual.17, the ODl.7 tests of ADJ' siZe and. 

importance which now appear could zaot be carried out under­

sroand, would be 1D comiection with the development of 

aissile missiles u.d some '~plawahareH tests. 

iflUle a majorit7 of the Committee recommends that the 

f 1rst proposal. be the one made, it would be possible to go 

still further i.:f neces&arJ and a11•••ta all above-crowut 

'teat.iDC for a peri.cd of, a&J, two Jears. This would make it 

much harder to deTelop aati-1Jissile aissiles. It would also 

prevent tests on so.. peaceful. mses such as "di tch-cU.aer'' 

aaless special ezceptiODS were ade for tJmm. posaiblJ" Ullder 

iatem:tional 1upec'tion. Such &A asn-t cou1cl not be 

:readilJ" policed, eapeci&l.J.7 oa ..all ••apoaa, and woa.ld 

pnbablJ' be eT&ded bJ' tJae Basaians \Jill- there were ateuive 

policiq 1Da1de Buaaia, lmt it would practicalq eli•in•te 

aa~ additioa to fallout clurinc tile period the agreewt ,,_ 

e.ffectiw. 
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The Committee ls UD&D1mouSl7 agreed that to IO any iadlter 

than this 1D the rest.rietion of tes"tiDI woul.d ser1ousl7 en!'!npr 

the ll8CUl"it7 of the United st&'tes • 

\ 
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