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5. STJDY OF THE HUMAN EFF=CT3 OF ITUCLEAR WEAPOIS
132 “ctlon Yio. 1L30-p; Mzmo Tfor N3C from Executive Sacretary,
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this point in the meeting, M. Anderson reminded the
President that he had wished to szy o vord to the Council ebout the
project for a study of the humzn effects of thermonuclear wezrpons.
The President said that indeed he wished to say somsthing on this
subject. Vhen we begén to talk about this kind of wmr, the Presi-
Gent said, he invariebly began to wonder Jjust bow rmch of such a-
w2r the run of people would be willing and z2ble to tzke. The worst
of it w=s that the Presidant knew no way to mzke a sound estimzate
o the porular reaction, since we had hed no prior experience to —-
form any basis for judgment. TMHeverthsless, the Preszdent w2s sure
the matier should be studied, because as we push ahead with these
so-called horror weepons we m2y unwittingly pess the point of human
endurance. --The Presidsnti- stressed the fact-that-he did not want a -
lot of long-haired professors to undertake suzh a study, but rauher |
some down-to-earth knowledgeable people. Continuing, ths Prasident |
szid w2 .nmust pause and think where we are going in the field of '
22se weapons. Ve may well reach a point where we will hzve passed “ - ,
ne limits of what human beings can endure. Wkat was going to hap- :
2n t‘en? This is "nat the President wished to look into. Of one }
thing he wes dead s : Iio one was going to be the winner in such ‘
(’ =] nuclear var. The deSUvuc vion might be such that wes might have '
timstely to go back to bows and arrovs. . . . l
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Mr. Anderson pointed out that the Plenning 2czrd hzd al-
ready drawm up terms of refersnce for such a study, and thzt these
"had psen shown to the President at Denver and approved by him for -
oresentcation 1o the KNational Security Council. Furtherrmore, & num-
ber of names of those  capable of meking sucha study had beem sub--—+
mitted to Mr. Anderson by membzsrs of the Council.

The President expressed his satisfaction, but obvserved
that he wanted this study not to be conducted in the opsn. EHe
thought that perheps Vel Petarson was uhe best choice he could
rmeke of an individual within the Government to guide the prepara-
tion of the study. He again stressed that the study should be
made on a fairly confidential basis, and indicated that he wished
to have Mr. Anderson ask Governor Peterson to undertake the study
after Governor Patesrson returned to Vashington.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. Allen Dulles s=id
that a Congressional comittee had requestsd him {0 give a clagsi-
1"ibci briefing on the Soviet guided missile program, and he would

1ike The President’s reaction to this n*o*csal. The Pre51c=nu .
bold lir. Dulles not to give such a b“le;lnc, .
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!} Mr. Dulles; said the President, should stote
fress thet such e briefing would bs contrary o

members 017 Cdbh
terests of the neticnel secwrity ot this tinme.

The National Security Council:

Toted the Presidant's stztemz2nt that he plammed to ask
Vel Peterson to errange for the study dz2scribed in peara-
graph 1 of the enclosure to the refersnce memorandum.

The zbove action, as aprroved by the President,

1i0TE:
subsequently trensmittsd to Mr. Petzrson.
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