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5. STJDY OF THE HUUPJ~ EFF.SCT.3 OF I!UCTE.A-~ HEAPO:i.3 
i:.3:: Action Ho. l: 30-:P; l·:e~o for 1;3~ fro:::i Executive Se·c:.::-ets.ry, 

same subject, dated September 26, 1955; H.3~ Action no. 1448) 

At ~his point in the meeting, ?·~. Anderson :-eminded the 
P!"esid.ent that he had wished to ~ay a -;;o!"d to the Council e.bout the 
project for a study of the hu::ian effects of t~1ermonucle~r weapons. 
The Presiclent said that indeed he w·lshed to say so:nething on this 
subject. Hhen we began to talk about this ::ind of 1m.r, the Presi­
C.ent said, he inv~riably bec:2-'1 to wonC.er ·just how r.rJ.ch of such a -
•~r the r..m or people would be willing and able to t:tl:e. '?ne 1mrst 
of it was that the President l:new no ">:ay to rr.:.ke a sound estir:iate 
of the :popular reaction, since we had had no :prior c:·:r-2rience to 
fom any basis for judonent. Nevertheless, the President i:as sure 
t.he matter should be studied, because as 1~e push ahead with these 
so-called horror weapons ·we may ·unwittin[;ly pass the point of hu.'7'.an 
endurance. -Tne President- stressed the fact -tr...at-he did not ·,;a.11t a -­
lot of long-haired professors to u.~dertake su~h a study, but rather 
some cl.mm-to-earth l::nowledgeable :people. Continuing, the President 
said we. must pause and think where we are going in the field of 
t:iJ.ese weapons. We may well reach a point where- we ,,'J.11 · hs;ve passed 
the limits of what human beings can endure. U1.J.at was going to hap­
pen then? This is .... ,hat the President wished to look into. Of one 
thinG he '-'2.S dead sure: Ho one was going to be the wiriner in such 
-a nuclear v.-ar. The a.estruction mic;ht ·oe such that we might have 
ul tim.e. tely to go back to bows and arro·.:s. 

Mr. A..Tlderson pointed out that the Pls.nning :Soard had al­
rea9.y dralm up ter:ns of referen:::e for such a study, and that these 
h~d ·oeen sho•m to the President at Denver and approved by hin for 
presentation to the National Sec:.u·ity Council. Furthe!"'C.ore, a nu.~­
ber of" na.'T!les ·of those' ca~ble· of' m<>":ing· such-a- study-h~d beerr sub----,­
n.ittea. to Hr. Ande::.·son by members of the Council. 

The President expressed his satisfaction, but observed 
"that he 1:anted this study not 'to be conducted in the open. He 
t~1oug-it that perhe.ps Val Peterson 1;as the best choice he could 
:cake of a.Tl ind.i vi dual vi thin the Govetiment to guide the prcpa::-a­
t ion of the s-tudy. He asain stressed that the study should be 
r.ede on a fairly confidential b~sis, and L11dicated that he "'ished 
t.o have Mr. Anderson ask Q-overnor Peterson to undertake the study 
after Governor Peterson returned to Hashington. 

At the conclusion of the meetL"lG, Hr. Allen Dulles said 
"that a Cone;ressional comr.ri ttee bad requested him to cive a classi­
fied b::-iefing on the Soviet c;.1id-ed nissile progrc.m, a.'1'1d he would 
like ~he Presid.ent, s reaction to this pro::;::os~l. The Presid.ent­
told 1-ir. Dulles not to giv0 SU"'h e. b.,..ie""inc- \ . .--.-~· .. ~--;.:·~~~- .•.. ;·;;.! 
= = ~ ~ ·~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~-~~ii~~ : : ~ ~ ~ ; ~1 ~-~-i-i ~I ~-n·~-~ n ~ ~- ~u .. ~ ~ ~ ~ .u.~ ~ ~ ~.l~. ~ .~ ~ ~ ~ _ 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

UNCLASSiflfD l - ! 
- 18 -



~~ght D. Ei~cnho~er Library 

:isenhower: Paners, 1953-61 ' 
(Ann vTr:i tman· file) 

70P ~.s:~T 

UNCLASSIFIED 

,-

................. r 
•••••••••••••••• I I' Dull . a. . h 'D • d t . ld. .J. .... 
•••••••••••••••• 

1 
·Jr. es,s::.i -r,e_::.·esi·:=n,snou s~::. ... e 

members· oi·· (;o:htress ths.t such e. briefins 1:ould be contrary to 
terests of the na.tions.l security ct this tine. 

The National Security Council: 

to the 
the in-

Noted the President's stater.i·~nt that he pln!'_'led to ask 
Ve.l Peterson to arrange for the study described in para­
craph 1 of the enclosure to the reference memor::.ndu=i. 

VOTE: Tne above action, e.s e.p?roved by the President, 
subseciuently tr:? .• 'lsmi tted. to Hr. Peterson . 

• 

S. Everett Gleason 
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