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Dear Mr. Chalrman:

This is further in response tz the joint letter of June 30, 1955,
from you and Jenastor Jackson with snclosed {indinge and recom-
menadations concerning the Intercoatinental Ballistic Missile;
likewiss, to the report of the Military “ubcommittes cf the Joint
Committes un Atomic Rnsrgy, tranemitied by simllar joint
1stter of July 29, insofar as the latter reolates to the same sub-
ject, I arsums yeu will acquaint Senator Jackson with the
content cf this lettor.

1 appreciate your reports, the exhaustive study which your ey
Cormmities gave the subject, and your recommendativns. Your

views, set cat in both documents, have had my thircugh consi-
deration,

The earliest development of ICBM capability is «f vital ixpurtancs
tu the security of the United Trates, s you have lsarned, the
“nvists may wall have begun top priority work cn this weazon
shortly after World War I, Although the ICBM has been carriad
as a high priority project by the Deapartment of Defense for sume
years, it was not until early in 1954 that it was given full imrpetus,

Zxgellent work has been done during the past two years by thuse
in charge -f the program. and I am coaviacad that in crder to
achieve maximom acceleraticn of this project we should continne
to bulld on the saund foundatiun that has been laid.

Naturally, we are moving forward on this project without tulerat-
ing any of the delays which may attend nurmal pencetims develop-
ment or procursment programs. We are determinad to utilise
: all the srills, enerpler and rescurces, available and helpful, to
the end that nsthing surmoeuntable shall stand in the way 1 the
i mcst rapid srogress on this program,
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Senatcy Anderson «- 2

The National Security Council hay insured that the Department of
Defonse and the Alr Force will prosscute the preject with atl
speed, ard that all cther Departmente and Agencies in the Execu-
tive Braach will assist to the fullest extent. No cther develsp-
ment program is now the subjsct of sc urgent and emphatic a
directive,

The Nstional Secarity Council is recelving full status reports
pericdically on the ICBM pregram, and ‘scretary Wilszon will,
additionally, report to me any major devolopmaents vr causes of
delay aifecting ths progranm:,

I have decided, after careful consideraticn of alternative crgaani-
sational procedures that might be employed, that the (cregaing
ataps will batter rerve the achlevement ¢f the chjective than would
any methcd lavolving the liftiag of this program completely cut of
the context in which it (s ectablished, Indesd, such a step
cerld and probably would cause the loss of some of the momentum
the program har where it is and pustpcne the date of cperational
capability, Meantime, the progress of the praojact will be
under continuous review, with andiminished appreciation of its
urgent natare.

Sincersly,

/e/ Dwight D. Eisenhower

The Hunorable Clinton V. Anderascn
Chalrman, Juint Committes on Atomic Energy
307 F ederal Building

Albuquerque, New Mexicc
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