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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON U, D. C. 

SL;> 2 1555 PCRTIOl~S l'~!'MPTED 

E.O. KJLS, S:x. ~) 6 -Q.JC/ 

L-OE le/:lv .. ~1/79 
NLE Date £/io/?f 

pear Hr. President: 

The Department of Defense has requested the Atomic Eneriey" Commission 
to conduct safety tests of severRl nuclear weapons which are planned 
for stockpile in the next few years. Accordingly, the Atomic Energy 
COlllJ'".is!!lion i!!I planning to conduct a !!leries of from four to eig.ht 
detonations at the Nevada Test Site c.ornmencing in October 1055. 

This !!lerie!!I of detonations will be of a different purpose and of far 
lesser scope than earlier full-!!tcale nuclear te!!lt!!I conducted at the 
Nevada Site. These will involve only the non-symmetrical firing of the 
high explosive surrounding the nucl9ar material in 8 manner ii:\.milar to 
that which could be expected in ca!!le of fire or accident vi.th the objective 
of determining what, if any, nuclear reaction may occur. I 

Though all necessary 
precautions will be taken, no extensive mobilization of on-site operating 
or off-base monitoring personnel will be required. 

There will be an expenditure of nuclear material involved and, therefore, 
your authority is requested to conduct the proposed tests expending not to 
exceed the following amounts: 
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A suitable public release announcing the limited purpose and scope of the 
tests will be made at an appropriate time prior to initiation of the series. 

Respectf\illy yours, 

Chairman 

' The President 
'l"he White House 
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