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Dear Mr. Prexident: T o &)
Following the Fresidant's spproval of the M'.o-.i,a Ensrgy Com—-
mission's proposal of August 30, 195, of the conduct of &

series of nuclsar tests at ths Nevada Test Sits 4in the Spring

of 1955, the Atomic Ensrgy Comnission snd the Department of

Defenss bave developed the datailed test progran conzidered
necessary at this time in the interest of rapid progress in

the field of nuclear wsapons. The xajor purposes of this
series of tests =re as Lollowss

2s The development of mn-dinet-r inplocieon systens ‘ :
‘o provide mors afficlent weapons for air defenss, . -
tactical and demolition purposes. ) .

b, The development ¢f snall-size but powerful thermo-
molear weapens suitable for delivary by tastical
aircraft and gulded xissilss.

8 The scquisition of ndﬂitim.i essantial data on the
military effects of atoxic exploaions and on affscts

for civll dafense purposes, PN

5 £

To obtain information for the suecessful development of these i £
weapons and the effects informatiom desired by the Department T 54

of Defsnse and ths Federal Civil Defense Adzinistration, it
i1l bs necessary to detonats tselve devices nrying in yield
fron 1 KT or less to a'boutbon.
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It -hould bo noted thlt the Federal m'ril Duf-au Adninhtntlcn _
bas requested, end the Atomis Energy Commission has eonsurred i.n,
subjsct to your approval, an "epen shot" to be attendsd by wn- .
clezred observars and news media uyﬂmuﬁnn. This shot’
would be scheduled for mid-April, the exact date baing dapendent”

on sultable opsrating conditions,’
The Atomic Ensrgy Oommission and the Department of Defenss ooncur

- 4n ‘ths nacessity for oonducting Operation TEAPOY,

The Atomis ‘Ensrgy Commisaion regussts that the Preaident approve
the specific program sf atonie tessis at the lNevada Test Site
during the spproximate pariod Februvary 15 to Juns 1, 1955,
Specific lni-horlv is rcqnutod fors

2. The ﬂ.r.i.n,g of up to twslve nuclsar devives couprid.n;
. Opsration TEAPOT at the Nevada Test Site during the
period indicatsd above;

b. The expenditure of fissionsble material in Operation
TEAPOT &» follows:'

(Approz:imtc]; 10% hn bun mlnésd in the above
amounts as an allovancs for wmforeseen sontingencies,)

Respeotfully yours,
Chalrman
The President -
The White House ; »
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