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In the middle of an intense struggle stands 
a sensitive and enigmatic figure-an ex-shoe 
drummer, Wall Street financier, and Hoover 
Republican-wielding more influence than 
any other man over the U.S. atomic empire. 

407 :I. '714. 

The Controversial Mr. Strauss 
by Duncan Norton-Taylor 

All last summer, at just about Lewis Strauss's bedtime, 
Tippy Stringer would sing, "Hey there, you on that high 
flying cloud"-and since the Chairman of the Atomic 
Energy Commission lives in an eighth-floor apartment at 
Washington's Shoreham Hotel, above the terrace cafe where 
Miss Stringer was a nightly feature, he got so he could 
render at least the first few phrases of the song in his own 
unpretentious baritone. He might have taken the words as 
having some reference to his own position. But he didn't. 
The public generally had the illusion that the Chairman of 
AEC occupied a remote and elevated situation, but this was 
largely because previous chairmen had never been exposed 
to the hot blast of politics. Mr. Strauss had the misfortune 
to be so exposed, and as a result had found himself pulled 
down out of the cloud and subjected to the close and fre­
quently distorted scrutiny both of the Washington press 
corps and hostile Congressmen. For Strauss, who had 
already had a dozen crowded years in public life, in addition 
to an extraordinarily successful career as an investment 
banker, the experience came as quite a shock. He w1111 the 
center of a conflict that was · 
one of the most intense and 
emotional in Washington, so it 
became difficult to find anyone 
who held a completely objec­
tive view of him. He was led to 
observe to friends incredu­
lously, "For the first time in 
my life I have enemies." 

the very formidableness of Strauss's position has made more 
acute. Not only does he exercise great power as Chairman 
of AEC, he exercises even more power, perhaps, when wear­
ing his second hat as special adviser on atomic affairs to 
Eisenhower, who has instructed all government agencies to 
make no move in the atomic field without Lewis Strauss's 
say-so. It is no wonder that Strauss-although a naturally 
sociable man who enjoys parties, who likes to entertain his 
grandchildren with sleight-of-hand tricks, and who owes 
much of his very substantial material success to his abiliL•­
to make friends-now has, as he puts it, enemies. 

For some years Lewis Lichtenstein Strauss has been a 
vaguely familiar, rather owlish face caught by the camera's 
eye on the edge of a number of events. Now he has moved 
into the center of the picture. His critics describe him as 
thin-skinned, intellectually arrogant, and rough in battle 
("he has more elbows than an octopus"). His friends de­
scribe him as dynamic, possessed of a brilliant mind, warm­
hearted, and loyal. A deep barrier of reserve, just behind 
an outwarcl exp1msiveness, .makes him still, lo a lol ui • 

people, an enigma. 

It Is Lewis Strauss's job to 
see that the AEC is manufac­
turing more weapons, and 
more terrible weapons, than 
Its Soviet counterpart. He 
lives with a staggering burden 
of secret knowledge of the 
U.S. atomic effort, and with 
less knowledge of the Soviet 
effort than he would wish. 
All this responsibility in it­
self has created ten•ion, which 

Family group at Strauas'a Culpeper, Virginia, farm: the Chairman, 
Mrs. Strauss, son Lewis H., daughter.in-law Laurie, grandchildren 
Lewis Carroll and Jeremy, and old dog Jeb. 

Political winds first hit the 
Chairman about a year ago 
when he was precipitated into 
the Oppenheimer case. In per­
sonal attacks Strauss was por­
trayed as a man hostile to free 
science, pursuing a vendetta 
against one of the coun­
try's outstanding physicists. 
Strauss did not initiate 
the investigation of Robert 
Oppenheimer (the White 
House did), and he was onlv 
one of a number of high ofn­
cials who participated in the 
case, which he thinks wa• 
"a tragic thing-I shall ha\'e 
to live with it as Jong as I 
live." But he can see no other 
course the Administration 
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The Chairman of AEC: "For the lint 
time In my life I have enemlH.'' 

r• .,•d have followed, and flatly rejects the argument that 
,ari "ception should have been made because of Dr. Oppen-

!'" helllfer's eminence in the world of science, pointing out 

~
"tf,'.f the government is to be just it cannot except any­

N<. •>m the rules. "The whole idea of democracy breaks 
"I •mless you apply the same rules to all men equally." 

. ; r his being vindictive-Strauss, as president of the 

l
ru<;PPS of the Princeton Institute for Advanced Study, 
otf\I, after Dr. Oppenheimer lost his AEC clearance, to 
et«'" the physicist as the institute's director. He has also 
P-ta .,,~ Oppenheimer as head of a committee to make tri-
111 ':11 "wards to scientists ($15,000 and a medal) from the 

5,c,.I• and Rosa Strauss Memorial Fund, which is Strauss's 
iij,wr(•hilanthropy, supported solely by his own funds. 
; ::1ile repercussions of the Oppenheimer case were still 
~ib11iting around him last summer, Strauss became involved 

&fl argument over the status of the Chairman of AEC. 
'\>'a.• accused then of reaching for more power, and he 
·•iticized as a man unable to work with people-he had 

, ·• t1<e undisputed boss. (Partly because he could not get 
• 111 •: with Strauss, Dr. Henry DeWolf Smyth resigned 
l!"r •"1 the commission.) Strauss did agree with some mem-

tl 
·C 

Jl71•• £ln•h•rc • x-

bers of the Joint Congressional Committee on Atomic 
Energy that the Chairman should be given more adminis­
trative authority in order to expedite the work of AEC, 
but he vehemently denied that he thought the Chairman 
alone should be a policy maker. This was the argument that 
Congress finally compromised by designating the Chairman 
"official spokesman" of AEC. 

And finally, Strauss was drawn into the middle of the 
Dixon-Yates issue, which probably never would have been 
an issue at all but for the fact that it was an election year. 
The Dixon-Yates contract had been discussed publicly for 
several months, the Chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee had tried to make something of it but no one had 
paid any serious attention to him, or, outside of the AEC 
itself, much attention to any angles of the business until just 
before the election, when the Democrats, short of issues and 
grasping at straws, grasped at this. 

"Phony as a $3 bill" 
The Dixon-Yates contract was not much different from 

much larger and very similar contracts that the AEC, under 
the Truman Administration, had made at Portsmouth, Ohio, 
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Financier, with fe!low partners In Kuhn, Loeb (1932): under portrait 
of Mortimer Schill' are Otto Kahn and Jerome Hanauer; then, clock­
wiae, Strauss (son-in-law of Hanauer), John Schill' (son of Mortimer), 
Felix Warburg, Benjamin Buttenwieaer, Frederick Warburg (son of 
Felix), Sir William Wl1eman. 

and Paducah, Kentucky. And Strauss feels that, as finally 
written, the Dixon-Yates contract is exceedingly advan­
tageous to the government. But Democratic Congressmen 
continue to speak of it in shocked tones, have leveled their 
ftre at the Budget Bureau for originating It and at Strauss 
for carrying it out, and with loud lamentations have pic­
tured Dixon-Yates as the nose of private power pushing 
under the whole wonderful, sheltering tent of TV A. 

Meanwhile the Democrats deplore the time that AEC offi­
cials have had to take from their important duties to discuss 
Dixon-Yates on Capitol Hill, and with a collectively straight 
face mourn the introduction of politics into the hith,!lrto 
"nonpartisan" commission. To show how outraged he felt, 
Tennessee's Senator Estes Kefauver declared that unless the 
contract was canceled he would block Senate confirmation 
of two new presidential appointees to vacancies on AEC. 
(Kefauver later relented.) 

Friend of a President (1936): two old loyalists, ex-Hoover Secretaries 
Strauss and Lawrence Richey exuberantly meet the Chief on one of 
his periodic arrivals in New York. 
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StrauBS regards all this uproar with a mixture of pained 
astonishment, grudging admiration for the political cunning 
of Democrats, and a sense of helplessness. He thinks the 
Dixon-Yates iBSue is "as phony as a $3 bill," but he has 
arrived at the rueful conclusion that the salient facts of the 
affair wlll never be heard above the political thundering. 

This may well be so. But the Dixon-Yates tight is not 
completely phony. AEC is involved in politics of a very basic 
sort, wherein the familiar wrangling of Democrats and Re­
publicans is only incidental to real issues. The remarkable 
thing about the commission is that it remained to all intents 
and purposes free of politics as long as it did. 

Why it did is fairly plain. In the beginning, the necessity 
of making atomic power a government monopoly was never 
questioned. Nobody could see just how private corporat· ; 
were to get in on the atom (except as contractors build111g 
and operating facilities for the AEC), and nobody was par­
ticularly interested. More than anything else, the awesome 
importance of AEC's mission to develop weapons was upper­
most in everyone's mind. 

Bombs are still AEC's chief mission, but U.S. policy 
makers have become increasingly aware of the international 
appeal of an "atoms for peace" program. And as U.S. busi­
ness has become increasingly aware of the long-term im­
portance of nuclear energy to the U.S. economy (see R.C.A. 
Chairman Sarnoff's article, page 82) some lively little pri­
vate firms have begun to operate on the fringes of the AEC 
empire. But because of the similarities of fuel and tech­
niques in power reactors and in atomic weapons, Strauss 
points out, it is difficult to separate the two programs, even 
administratively. And because of the continuing reluctr "'! 
of private enterprise to put up the enormous capital 
quired, AEC will have to assume most of the risks. 

Meanwhile AEC controls thousands of developments that 
will havl! .a pervasive influence over every phase of the 
American future: the bombardment of cancerous growth 
with hydrogen particles, the atomic propulsion of ships and 
aircraft, the conversion of sea water to fresh water, the 
development of the resistance of cereals to rust (which 
StrauBS guesses could eave farmers hundreds of millions a 
year), the mutation of the genes of crops to multiply th.eir 
yields many, many times. And with the Atomic Energy Act 

oontin""d page 16~ 

Naval officer (19'5): Rear Admiral William R. Purnell, Rear Admiral 
StrauH, Rear Admiral William H. Blandy testify before a Senate 
committee on the uses of the atomic bomb . 
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ttwritten by the Eighty-third Con­
greBB to make more atomie infor­
mation available to private indus­
try, it is only a matter of tittle be­
fore AEC beeomes the battle­
ground in a struggle between pub­
lic and private power, between 
proponents of government mo. 
nopoly and propont>nt<o1 of free en­
terprise. As A•~C Commiseioner 
llurray, a Democrat, warns, '-AEC 
ean be a wicle avenue to socialism." 
For the longer the government 
stays in the fleld, the larger will be 
its total investment in atomie en­
ergy (already some $13 billion), 
and the more pa.sionai.ly will the 
old argume-nt be advaneed that the 
taxpayers paid for the de\'elop­
ments, and it would be wrong to let 
such public enterprises become a 
sourre of private profit. 

the Torah am\ the ,Jndnie litnn~-. 

His dOIK"St ProniPR lt'l't'(" 1111 bn~·i"h­
ly religiouR. They <IN'nm<'<l of flout­
ing down the James Rh-er ou an 
amphihioua rnft. ThC"y u·t•1-..· tlt·­
vott>eS of magif', Ht"t"n>t \nitiug. 
nnd the pseudo-=tt:•it•nf'e of J uh·~ 
Vet·ne. They 0ttnsionnll:'' got iutu 
fights with the Ot't'l(Oll llill !'11111( 

or the Tenth Stl-t't•t gnug. In n1w 
of t11ese enf'o1111tr1'N ug11imd snp(•­
rior foreftl, bf>fol"t' wlio111 ~·01111~ 
llnstPr Straos.'i 1"('1't1SC'fl to rrtn•nt 
("He had a Geurrnl r ....... l'Olll)lh•x," 

one of his old friemls 1'"t'111ls). lw 
1\'ns hit in the eye wilh n ro,·k. rt•­

eeh·ing an injury thnt k.-pt him 
out of sehool for a :'"Mii'. For n 
"·bile the sight of his Grnrnlfntht>r 
Lropold Strnuss, 1\"ho8(> 1•mpty t'Yt' 
sol'kets were biddru hy Ill togr hhH'k 
spel'tades, gu·e him twing,•s of 
nn:xiety. Granclfnthr1· TA•opoltl, \rho 
hnd emigrated from 0.-1111nny, hnd 
owned a general stm·e in Cul1wpt•1·, 
Virginia, had lK-ett s<'ize1l 'luring 
the war by Union soMit•rs. nru1 dis­
astrously operated 011 for nu t•ye 
nilment by a Y nnket• surgeon. 

The shoe drummer 
Lewis Strom;s forgot ,Jnlt>s 

This, too, is part of the gradual­
ly mounting tension that bas cen­
tere<I around the high-domed bead 
of Lewis Strauss, who happens to 
be Chairman at this juncture in 
AEC's history-and who turns out 
to be a Hoover-Taft Rep 
with personal, conserve 
,·ietions that run deep. • 

Verne in the diseo\·p~· of physit·s, 
amt pm·ing over Hohrrt A. :Milli­

i au'~ high-school textbook, lu.• t•x­

.J!eitec:lly announf'ed to his frit•1uls 
A prayer for peace ~.y that be ,,·ns now 1lt•ft•r111illl'1l to 1lt•-

Jn appearan('e1 Lewis Lichten- ,·ote his life to tht• Hlmly of' light. 
i;:ctPin Straufts0 is n well-set-up, im- :Meanwhile, be uumnl?f'il lht• .John 
ptt('uhly dresHf"tl man with Old :\Im-shall High H<•hool h'1ll'k n11cl 
\Yorld mannl'l'S and gentle, lumi- baseball teams, und ernt•t'gt>tl n~ c·lm1s 
nous hrown «'Y~ whieh his l'nl· vnlf'flietoJ"inn. If tlll'n wen• 1·011-
lcttgut"S hove st'l'll tU1·11 blof•k \l"ith flit·ts in the el1it•f i111o11•irntinu:o: of hi~ 
angc.•r O\'e1· somr mnttl'l" of ¥io)nted life, he dixpost'<l ol' tlwm ha·h;k(y 
Hel'Urity or \-iolnted prinf'iJ>le. He in a vnledietory spt•t-eh entith><l 
il4 u native Virginian and a deeply uSt'i«'nee and Theology: A Ht'­
religious Jew. eoneiliation." "FortmuttPly." t1-uys 

At the fl.nit meeting of AEC un- thE" Chnirmon, "thiH rol~snl ('ft'rot1-

cler his rhairmnnship Strauss, who t('ry has not sur,·in>tl." He got 
is n past preeic1Pnt of Menhotton's typhoid fe\'et· jnl'Ct IN•fort• gr111ltrn­
Tt'mple Emanu-1'~1 eongn•gntion1 tion so that the sp<"et•h Imel to be 
bo"-etl bis head and prayed without rrn1l hy a elossmntr. 
~lf-t"On!K°iousnea: uMny we have a Strnm~s wni\·e,1 th(' .-linnf'f' tu gn 
hnnnonioua and su~ressful admin- to eollt-ge on a seholnrshiJt; in­
istration and may the fruits of our 1tead, after high iwhool, hl' tu•t nut 
labor he peaff and not war." on the road as n dnmnnt•t• for hi"' 

lie grew up in Rit•hmond. His fatht>r's imd uncle's jobbing ('0111-

fnther worked tdth his unC'le in a pony. This mud1 he wns lilll"t' of: 
smoll shoe-jobbers Hnn, and was a he wanted to mnkr 11101wy. Bnt 
man of no wraith but greRt faith, along n·ith his tnmkfnl fl[ f.:hor 
"·ho lived with his wife Rosa and 1an1plt'8 he took n ~·lt'C'tlon of 
two boys (Lewie and Morris) in a Latin classil'S, Q,-i,l, Ilor1w<', S"l­
briek row house in middle-class Just, and mi~elluurou~ hooks on 
West Avenue. Young Lewis ·v;ent sden<"t', and l'«'tul them in hirt•1l 
to Sunday School, later taught a haeks as he wos ch·i,·cn nlong the 
class in the Beth Aha bah Syna- eounh~· roads of thr South. 
gogue. He learned Hebrew brfore Frt"fU•ntly he S<'nrtl •• n lny 
he was thirteen and assisted Rabbi l1!'0der in the s~·nngogues of old 
Edward Califff'h et Yom Kippur Je\\·ish commtmitiMi thnt doth>tl 
sen·ices, in the doylong reading of the CnrolinoR. Hr wn~ oftl'n tnr­
•Cotnnioaly prottoH•ced "Straw" tul'(ld by longing for the rln!'lt', 
i'l- the C1aairman'• part nf ifie Sout11. eoniinaced page 166 
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wam1 family life in the brick row 
on W eot Avenue, bat withal be did 
a lively bn1ln- and In three yean 
made enough in commissions to 
put oome $5,000 in the bank. 

Bullets for freedom 
It was 1917. Roaa Strauss was 

oolle<ting old clot~es to ""nd to 
Horbert Hoover for Bolgion re­
lief. During a vacation, inspired 
by his mot.her, Strauss went to 
Washington, and P"""'nted himself 
to Mr. Hoover as a volunteer work­
er in the cause. Mr. Hoover 01·dered 
him lo get to work. It was prob­
ably the most important event in 
Lewis Stra.1l88'a unique career. 

He wu to aerve with Hnover 
steadily for three years (without 
pay, Jiving frugally on his aavings) 
-first as a kind of odd-job staff. 
man around Hoover'• headquarten 
in the New Willard Hotel, then as 
a peraonal -rotary when Hoover 
beeome Food Administrator. He 
beoame a cl6"" friend of Robert 
Taft, fresh from Yale Law School, 
"·ho was on the Food Administra­
tion staff as an assistant eounsel 
and who, like Strauaa, was barred 
by bad eyes from Anny aervioe. 

Hoover took the now indispens­
able Strauss ("my jewel of a sec­
retary") with him to London. The 
ex-~hoe dmmmer went to state 
1linners, doing his best to look rns­
ual rubbing elbows with Lloyd 
Ororgo, watching hi•tory-and 
HOtn<'limes making it. When Her­
bert Hoover was asked to contrib­
ute an inapirational mft88flge to 
be printed on the bocks of French 
hrea1l-rn.tion cnrcb, Strtt.uss wrote 
out in longhand, be<au"" be didn't 
have a typewriter, a line in French 
to the effect thnt l"n.t~h t'Unl wus a 
bullet in the battle of freedom, 
signed Hoover's name. To his hor­
ror the line appeared on 111illio11s of 
oarda in facsimile, complete with 
the French ,,.ord co11pot1 miHSpelled 
"cupon," and the signatur<' "Her­
b.>rt Hoover'' in StraUBB'a hand. 

Strauaa made another trip to 
Europe after the war. When the 
Supreme Economic Couneil wu: 
set up, with Hoover as its chief, 
to lay down the economic terms of 
the armistice, Strauss, then twenty­
three, aerved brielly as a council 
delegate. He attended the Brussels 
Armistitt Conference, along with 
Morgan partner Tbomaa Lamont, 
California banker Harry Robin­
aon, and Hugh Oiboon, who waa 
later Ambassador to Belgium. 

In the fall of 1919 Strnuaa woa 
astonished to get o. letter from 
Mortimor Schiff, of Kuhn, Loeb, 
in New York, oft'ering him a job. 
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He remembered Sehilf vaguely aa 
one of the hundreds of people who 
had drifted through Hoover'• Paris 
headqnartera. The salary that the 
letter mentioned ~ to Strnn• 
then (and still does in retroape<t) 
"enormous" and, with Hoover's 
bl ... ings, he eable<l his aceeptance. 
His cup was full when Sir Eric 
Drummond aub...quently offered 
him eonaiderably leaa money ( $10,-
000) but a job full of presliite aa 
comptroller of the League of Na­
tions. With n young man's desire 
to impreos the folks back home, he 
sent off a aeeond letter to Rich­
mond telling his parents this 
news. Father Strauss cabled back: 
"Don't be damn fool," and with 
this aeconding of his own idea, 
Lewis StrauBB sailed for New York 
and Kuhn, Loeb. 

The logical Mr. Schiff 
Io his firat year on the job, 

StraUBB waa auigned to repreaeot 
Kuhn, Loeb in a consortium of 
American banking flrms that was 
handling the finances of China. 
The House or" Morgan was man­
ager, with K.L. a eo·manager. "I 
did the best I knew how," says 
StraU88. "I •ad a veneer of aophia­
tication and knew a lot of people 
like Balfour, Lord Robert Cecil, 
and Colonel Edward House. Mr. 
Morgan Senior was as considerate 
of me as if I had been twenty 
years older." 

On bis own hook, Strauss threw 
him .. lf into an act of international 
charity. Some 8,000 Austrian and 
Hungarian prisoners of war, 
turned loose by RllB8ia in Siberia, 
had trudged acroaa half a conti­
nent to Vladivootok. Young 
StraUBB and George Sloan, then 
a•istant to the chairman of the 
Ame1·iean Reel CrD88, rait~ed around 
$1 million, and sent chartered ships 
to pick up the men nncl earry them 
half around the world to Trieste. 

Bat Strauas's work around K.L. 
1eemed so inoonsequential to him, 
in comparison to bis salary ("·hieh 
had already been raised), that he 
went to Mortimer Schiff and 
resigned. "I don't like to take 
your money and not deliver any­
thing," he e:i:plained. Schiff aug­
geated : "Why don't you let us be the 
judge of that?," which did atrike 
StrauBB as logical, and with oome 
relief he withdrew his resignation. 

In bis ...wnd year at K.L. be 
was given "joint power of attor· 
ney"-authority a.long with one 
other member to commit the firm 
to a contract. In 1923 he married 
the p1"t'tly daughter of K.L. part­
ner J (•rome Hanauer. He had met 
her flrst when he was invill"tl to 
the Hnnnuers' for dinner, when 

Aliee Hnmmer wns a pig-tniled 
ecboolgir) 1h11Jr:?lin~ with nu ns­
signment in Lntin, ''"hith hr bad 
grandly (nml ~onwwhnt fn"<'ly) 
tranolok>cl for lwr. In 1924 he waa 
knighted n.t K.L. witl1 ~iuJ:h• power 
of attorney. In 10:..>fJ, nt n~1· thit1y­
three, he l\"HR uuult> u full p11rt11rr 
-a job thnt Wnll Stt•t>t•t rntl'<l in 
th°"" doye no worth nround $1 
million a yenr. 

Balls in the air 
Old K.L. n•socintos of Lowis 

Strauss TI"llll'tnht•t• him n"' n suuve 
young man with nn unennny Ull'lll­

ory, splt•ndi<lly turued out in derby 
and fur-rollm'{'(l on•reont; n. dip­
lomat and 11egotintor; n tireless 
and intense operntor who, in the 
words of John Sebiff, Mortim<'r's 
IOD, 11alwnys had fil·e or six bolls 
in the air." 

Lewis Sh"llDBS1B pnnclod offioe 
in the aombor oltl buildin~ nt 52 
Williams Sh?l't w11111 i111l1'<'f1 nn un­
usually active phl<'c. Ile ~t for the 
firm clieuh~ from 11ui11y iiulustri('S 
K.L. had ne\'t•r (lonl' hnsi1wss with 
before-Iulmul Ste('l, Hepublic, 
M. A. llunnn. Th<' Chairman ex­
plains modestly: 411 went in at a 
time when !hero was a good dool 
of industrial expnnsion." 

He bn<l liis own irous in the fire. 
Leopold llIRnnes nml l/opoltl Go­
dowaky Jr. hnpp•m•l nlon!f with a 
process for tnking eolor pirtnres, 
and Strnus.l:i, with Sir 'Yillinm 
Wiseman, u11oth1•r K.I~. pu1·t11t•r, 
persona II~· hn1·kt'(I t lu•111. 1-:nst 1111111 
bought thl' invention mul put it m1 
the market as Ko1ln<·hrom1'. Anotl1-
er time Str1111KS hm·k1"CI ~·01111J! 1-M­
win Land in the dl'\'t•lop11w11t of 
the Polaroi• l. 

The 1929 erash fomul K.L., 
whieh hnd l:N'f•u Mnspit·ionl'I of tlll' 
Onandnl \\'t•nther, "'"f'1·l:i: hnttl'l11•1l 
down und1•1· n t-o\·criuJ:" of bltnft' nntl 
eity bomlM-ulthouJ:"h Strnu~,.. \\'U~ 

hurt trying to rt-st·tw fri1•mls with 
personal lonns. Afttor tlw f'rn1'4h he 
was kept busy putting pioees of 
aorporations togt•thrr ngnin. 

"Those two impoetors" 
If the ouoks in tho finaneinl 

world of the wholo We•t prcsngo<l 
the terrifying ewnts that were 
around the l'Ot11er, the still youth­
ful flnaneier did not l't'nlizc it nny 
more than anyone else on the 
Street. He li\'cd in nfltnerwe in a 
small mansion on Mnnhattnn's 
Eaat Seventy-sixth Str .. t, rode 
borRebaek in Cenlt·nl Pnl'k, pntron­
ized the opera, t"Onsot·ted with the 
scholars of the Jewish Theological 
Seminat'Y, unil hn:otit•ll hiunwll' 1·111·­

nestly with a number of pl1ilnn­
thropic entel'priSl'S. 

StrauKM hud ht>t•n 1lrnwn into 

politioa in 1928, when Iloo\·er got 
the R<'publienn nomination. He 
Bl'rved ns n. vire trensnrer of the 
0.0.P. National Committee ancl 
trnvolod to Polo Alto to be with 
his fril'ntl on th«!' night in Novem­
bt•r, 1928, whl"H John Philip Sousn 
nm1 his hnnd Rl'l'('llAtlcd the new 
Prl'sicl.nt of the United Statl'S. 
For Strnu~s it wns a moment of 
hi~ t>lntion-whirh tunH~d som· 
four yenrs later when lloo\·er was 
repndintod hy the vote1'8. On el .. -
tion nii:ht of 1932 Strauss oncl 
I.At\\"t"Cnrc Riehey, IloO\·er's SN"~­
tllt-y, tril."d to d1·own their so1TOws, 
nnd during Hoover's Inst hours nt 
the Whit• Ilouse sat gloomily with 
the "Cbi(>f." Hoover was for more 
eompoaod than either friend. "I 
"·as with him in triumph nnd 1lisns­
ter," 811;-i"S Strauss, quoting Kipling, 
"aud he tt ... nted those two impos­
t.on just the snme." 

Th!"Oughout the years of these 
hustling nrtiYitics, Strauss had 
ne\·er lost his inh•1·cst in s<>it•1wr. A 
frustrnted pl1~·sieist, he was o. eon­
staut rend<>r of seicntiHe nrtidt-s. 
""heu Cc>ntrnl Enropcon physicists 
h<>gnn to flee from fnscism mul 
drift into Xew York, he sought 
them out mul tnlk(!1'1 to tlll'tn. 

StTm1~s wns pllrliMllnrly ebsm·bed 
in enm•t•r l'(ISf'ftreh, nn inten:-st tlmt 
took on A new t'ompnlsion when he 
loamed thnt hie mother hml a 
mnlignnuey. Rhe tli1•11 in 193;). llt•r 
son fhrnnttcl the emudt'lll'tion of n. 
snrge g1•nt•1·.ntor nt the Cnliforuia 
Instit11tl' o[ Tt•1·h11ology with the 
Jrnpe of JH"Othwing rmlioneth·e iso­
tot><"S fo1· t"Hllf't'l' tl'l'Htttll'nt. J<:n•u 
while thil'l. work wm" mul('r "·n~·, 
his fntlwr RllC-('Utuhl'(I to Pnm-.·r, 
two ~·enr"K uftf'r l1is motlH'r's •lt•nth. 

For Strnu~ enneer hu )){'("11 n. 
t•lo"'' 111ul (H'l~o1111I 1•1w111.\·. JI 1• is n 
ttirt•rlnr of )J1•11101·iul lfo~pil11I in 
Kt•\\· York. There lie had Bob Tuft 
tnkt•ll for nu ('Xplornlory upt•rn­
tiou, mu1 ht> hml tltf' 1luty of h•lliug 
Tuft tlrnt be wns doomed. A ft•\v 

""t"l•ks ngo, Straus.~ wns gniug to 
Cbit:"n.go to gke Enriro Fermi tl1e 
Al-~C's nnmml t.?5,000 nwm·tl for 
srientitlc aehie\"Clllt"llt, but dt•nth 
from enneer preeC'tl1'<l him to F<'t'­

mi's hl'f:lside. 

The fragile and~µtiful 
InJn1mary, 1939, Strnu~~ lenrnl'Cl 

that urnnium J1nd bc•eu flssiom ... 1 in 
Ori·uumy. He gu£'s.i;;OO then thnt the 
'\T'Ol'ill stood on the l'C1gt• of ni1 nwc-­
some futul'e. But he \\·ns t'\'('fl mm·e 
im1n·":-:~cll hy the ('011\·i1•tion tlmt 
the wol'ld now stood on the t'11gt• of 
n worltl wnr, and in the sp1·iug 
of 1 o:m he took his wife Ali<-c nnrl 
Uu•it· f\n•h't>-ycnr-old son 011 n tlt•­
spnit·iug pilgl'imuge to Enropt•. 110 
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Lewis StraW$ mntin 

wanted to are ontt more, and he 
"·anted bis eon to see, "e,•erything 
that was frairile encl heautiful be­
fore it was lost." Thf'y \'hdh.'Cl Lon· 
don, wht"re U.S. Amba8BD.dor Jos­
eph Kennedy said to Struu .. eon­
fl.dently: "Tht•n• won't ht• n WD1' 

this yenr." They \'isit('(I Stf". Cha­
pelle, ChortrPS. In Pnris, U.8. Am­
bassndor ''"illium Bullitt snitl to 
Sh'uuss: 0 \V nr won't l'OJll(' thit-1 
yenr, he<-nu11>1• now it's Aui:rul'(t nrnl 
winlt·r will ht• 011 us. It won't eomc 
until Tif'Xt '.\'t•ar when the Ot>t•numK 
enn mat't'h D<'TOSS tht> fleltls." But 
when Strauss told Poul Ul',vnuml, 
later premier, that they bad pas­
&nge for the following week hut 
thought ·they would wuit another 
three w£'f'ks, Reynaud said: "I 
\\'ouldn't wnit." They arrh·ed ha<"k 
in New York a few days before the 
Oennaus moved oo Poland. 

The lieutenant commander 
Some ~·rnrK before, Strauss hod 

been peraun<led to take a resen·e 
oonuuiMion in the Navy. In Fehru­
ar~·, 1941, he wns ordered to re­
port. He was a little ill at euse nt 
first in oftleer's blues, wearing tbt:" 
modest stripes of a lieutenant 
eommnmler, but he found that KO 

far as a tlf'Hkbound oftlc>f•r waR 

eoneerned, the department was an­
other buaineAA enterprise am1 ht• 
took like a duck to this kind of 
ult wntrr. He started out in thf' 
Bunnu of Ordnanct', when he 
originuh,-d the 11E" pennant as a 
rewurd for energf'til' eiviliu11 eon­
trneto1-s, coordinated the Navy's 
haphaznrd inspection of WPepom1 
pl'oduotion, rep...,...ntetl the Kny 
on the lnterdf'purtruentaJ Commit­
let> on Atomie Energy. 

Navy Sttretary Forrestal, who 
had nnee ht>en a herd eompetitor 
of StrnuSH's in the hanking busi· 
ness, suddenly awakened to his 
presenee in the department. He 
mode Strauss his special assi14ant, 
and ea111e to )f'an on Strauss more 
and more for counsel. Frequently 
Strnnss ortrd as Forrestal'a alte1·­
nete at 1t1('('tings. 

Tht• Chainnan rememJ>t.l"f! the 
lost time he ''iMited Forrestnl in 
the P£"nlnftou, 8e\'t>rnl yt•nt"fl nfter 
thl• "·nr. "lliM l'llloriatiou w11s thl' 
thinJt" I uotif"ed th-st. He wns n•hP­
ment t111<l i11tros1~th·e in hi~ t•on· 
\'C'l"l~ution, whirh was unlike him. 
Then he was eompli111enta1·y 11hout 
tlw thiugs I had done, wbil'h wns 
ull!KJ out of ehuraeter. He s11id, 1AU 
thi!" ur\'(11" u·ould lrnve lrnpJH'llt"<1 if 
I hn<l kt•pt :''OU and StruveCI with 

•."ilri11·t· Tlen1trl, thru A,.xislmit 
Srt•rtlary of t11t /itar;y, AOW an ..41-
HiHlanl .'lerrelnry of IJefntJtr. 
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me.' Ile was tnlkinir nbout the Hght 
o\-er uuiflt·ntiou of the st•J"\"i~ 

'We rould have put these 8t"n·iectJ 
to~thl"r,' hf' auid. I 88.id, 'Yon are 
mii.;tnkPu, Jim. You ('(lt11'111't, no 
one t'Oultl put them togc.•ther until 
the )ll't'!Wl1t .M'nior offl.ee1-s lun·C' nll 
rt'a1·hNl l't'tirement,' and I eited 
thP story· of th<' C'hililren of lsrn('l 
who hod to sta,\· fort~· yf'nl"I' in 
thr t\t'Sct't until ull thosP who hnd 
known ~ln\"C't',\" as n lll'rsounl C'Xpe-

1·it'ru•l" \\'l"rt' 11ratl--oulr tho~1· horn 
fr(ot• wPrr nllowed to entC't' the 
P1'(11UiNt'il JM'nul. Tht• nnnlof!~· didn't 
i111prC"S.~ him. He \\"Os sure thnt be 
hndn't mt"nstued up. I thmll~· h•ft 
him. In the dining room next to 
bis offiee wns a portruit of him 
some urtist ,,·as 1'·orki11J?: on, t•m•­
ered b~- a t•loth, and I lifted it out 
of euriosity. '' An appalled Strauss 
sow then what the artist hacl 
senBe<l, what Fonestal's friends 
had missed-an exhausted man on 
the edge of breakdown. It was only 
a few weeks later that FnITestal 
destroyed himself at Bethesda 
llou1•itaL 

Strauss left the N'nvy after four 
Jong years ldth thf' rank of renr 
admiral, wearing the Legion of 
Merit with gold star, the Distin­
guished Ser\·ire l\Iedel with onk­
l•af cluster. He had often upset 
N 8\"Y prot()('o) and erossed a num­
bt•r of foul'-sta1·red bows, but a 
n.ogulur Nov~· offieer, an admiral 
usuall~· sparing ldth his praise, 
now depotM."8 that Strauss is "one 
of our gcnt"ration's outstanding 
Amerl1•ans." 

A t'ew We<"ki;. after his diselrnrgc, 
the man who had earned this sa­
lute dt•J>art.-1 for the Snuth to join 
Hool·er for a fe"· days' erui&ing 
nn a yaebt nfl' the Florida Keys. 
Aboard the Hoover yaeht the cap­
tain mustered his crew as side boys 
to weleome the U.S. admiral (rel.) 
aboard. lo the dnrlmesa n small 
launeh bearing StraU88 •huJrll,'l'd 
alongside. After seversl miuutes of 
waiting, the captain pt.>ert."(l aux­
iom1ly o\·er the mil. Admiral 
StnmAA hn1l mill8ed the ladder aud 
WRM f1011tiug in the oeenn. 

The dissenter 
Strauss's l"flt'ape from ""'aKhing· 

ton \Yas short-li\·ed. Ile hall searee. 
ly settled h1wk intn Kuhn, Loeb 
when Pr~itlf"nt Truman, 011 the 
stnmg rt"t·o1111nendutious of the 
8PC"rt•tnrit'8 of tlu• A1·111~· Rnd Na\·y, 
ilwitt>cl him to lt't'\'l' on the m•w 
ugt•ru·r. st•t up mulet· the luw, to 
gui1le the t"ountr,\· through the C'Olll­
plf'h·l~· Ulll'hnrtetl world of' atom~ 
ie ern•1·g~·. Str·uu8s \\'118 Truumn'io 
first uomint•e to the fh-st AEC. 

The eommissiou wns headed by 
David Lilienthnl, forme1· bend of 

T\' A. He wns an idenlist, aloof 
nm1 imu•f"f-s.~ih)e. The other three 
rorn111iSF1ionet'8 for the most part 
Wl"l1t along with his decisions. 
8h1111S8 put in n long. rxn~1w•rnt­
i11g stint of minority <liSRl11tt. But 
on two 0ttnsinns he stuhhonily 
fought for his point nf ,·it•\\'. Om• 
wn"' when he al'gued thnt the U.S. 
should Sf't up li1dl"11in:,r po!-!ts 
01"0m11I the world for the purpo:1t• 
of deteeting ntomic explosions 
t')H('\\"ht"re. Strnm1s Wf'nt to U1e 
PentnJ,?On ldth his i1lt"n, n1111 thr 
Pt•utUJl'OD <lid ugree to set up the 
faC*ilities on military hust'foi nnd 
}ll'O\"ide the personnel to operate 
tht>m. ~Ivmbers of the Joint Con· 
grf'ssional Committee on Atomie 
Energy suf>st.quf'ntly went out of 
their wey to deelare thnt it wns 
Strnm<s's foresight that 88\"e<] the 
U'.S. from the "disastrt"" of n•­
maiuing in ignoronee of Russia1s 
auttess with the atomic bomb. 

The detection systeom oonflnned 
tlie direful tracks nf the first Rus­
sian explosion iu the autumn of 
1949. Strauss recognized immedi­
ate!~· that if Russia ("()Ul<l prodm·t• 
an etomie blnst, it wus only n mut­
ter of time before sl1e would pro· 
duee a hydrogen explosion. In n 
memorandum to Lilienthal heo urgt>el 
that the prodm·tion of a hytln1ge11 
bomb in the U.S. be mnde an 
Ut'g<'nf prog1·nm. The i·est of the 
story is well kno1\·n-hml· moat of 
the other eonuuissioners and most 
of the rountry's top ph~·sieists, lrd 
by Op]>euheimer, stood ngniu:-it tl1e 
program, how the lute influential 
Senntor Brien Mellohon am1 Sen· 
ator &urke Hkkenlooper, and 
finally Defense Seereta~· Louis 
Johnson and Sfft-etar~· nf State 
At'heson eame to agree "·ith 
StraU88, and bnw Harry Truman 
finally announttd, almost fi'f'e 
months after the Rnssinu e:s:plo­
sioo, that the U.S. would monu­
faeture the super-bomb. Dal"id Lil­
ienthal resigned. And feeling thnt 
AEC should start all o<e1· again 
without any old, irkiug frietions, 
Strau88 follnwe<l Lilienthnl out the 
door. 

Squire of Brandy Rock 
StruuSB was nfl'ered n job by 

Truman on the Federal Reserve 
Board, but he llt't·lim'tl. Otu-r, n!" 
he told n frieml, hf' woulrl lun-r 
liked 11othiug heth•r. But t'nr tht• 
moment he hntl lrnd ttuou~h of gtJ\'­

t•rnrnt•ut. lie intended to go back 
to Kuhu, J.1C.K1b. Ill• wouhl hu\·t· hut 
for an offer from the RcK·kefellN· 
brotlwr:-4, who l\·nnted him As their 
tinum·inl mldst'r. \\"ith ft sense of 
nwutnl Jt1ul s1•iritnul rt•lit•f. StrunHs 
t(){)k nn elerntnr up to the fifty. 
sixth fioor nf the 11.C.A. Buihling 

in Roeker.Iler Center and stepped 
hark into the familiar wnrld of 
rrfrote flnantt. 

He nlso tu111ed for weekend re­
f rf'tl.hmrnt to his Yirginh1 f1111u, 
whit•h ht• hocl bougltt in 19:t1. mul 
to whiel1 he eould now devote some 
ti111e. There, on 1,560 acres of gt•n­
tle slopt'8, a Jl&l't of whid1 onre 
hnppened to belong to his Grnnd­
fatlll't' U'Opolc1, he bred Ab<>1'1een 
Augu1:-1 cattlt" and raised eorn, bnr­
lt>y, nntl oats. The funn, Brnn(ly 
Ilo<"k, near Cultlf'per, is still 
8tnms~'!'I rt>fuge. A sueeession of 
a1~l'irultural-sehool graduates bnve 
mannJlt>fl it for him. They work for 
Stl'nU."'8 until Urry nre rt'a<ly to set 
up t'H1111s of their ol\·n on capitol 
tlmt 8truusN JH'o\·idPs without i11-
tel'est. 8frnuss administers the 
fn11u with the metieulousnes.-. that 
h(' f'Xhibits in ell his at'th·ities. 
Xothing goes unreeorded, from 
the daily rainfall tu the •mallest 
gadget acquired by Brandy Roek's 
gadget-loving nwner. 

At the slightest hint of a guest's 
inte..est, Strauss will exhibit his 
memrntos of the Cfril '\Var. His 
most prized is Oe11f'rnl Lee's o:rdf'r 
to his troops ofter Appomnttox, 
\\"hieh hears the General's signa­
tUI"t". l.lf'l"'s 1>0rtrait looks sternly 
from the wall of the Frenrh pro,;u. 
C'iRl th;ug room. Just helou· the 
hon,.. is the rnlley where J1•b Stu­
nrt's mounted troops met PIPnsnn­
ton'~ Yankees in the Battle of 
Broudy Stntion, the flrst grent cn,·­
elr~· t•ngugement of the wnr. 

' .. 1 rh '' is the nnme of the oru·it•nt 
Oermnn shepherd dog tbut pnds 
around the house on the heels of 
the nien drePed casunll~· in khnkis 
-ll different Strauus from the ftn­
aneier, or thl" Chairman, witb the 
haodkerehief in the breut poeket, , 
sitting bolt upright nt u (•onff't'l'l1et• 
tnble. On his fla~tont> lt•rrnt·t'. 
looking neross to the misty Blue 
Ridge l\lountains, with a Sf'eorul 
martini in his hand, he el"t•u lt•b hii; 
voi~ slide romfo11abl~· bnrk into 
the soft accents of Virginia. 

"My last public job" 
The idyllic life with the Roeke­

fellet'!I lasted a little ll'8'1 thno 
three ).·enni.. In July, 1953, Strnuss 
WPnt hawk to \Y ashington, into the 
rnnN!lin• mnrh]l' A RC Building on 
Constitution A n•nuP, into the bit­
tet'Jl('KS of the Op1wnheimer ease, 
Uixo11- Y nh-s, into, he su).·s, 11111:'' 
Inst public job on em1h." Ile hurl 
not :-iought the job. Ile hntl sup­
)lOl'l"l Tnft for the Republican 
ttrl'Sidentiul Homiuntiuu, hut wlwn 
Jo.;ist1 11l1<1WL'I", nf'ter hi~ innugurn­
tion, l1egnn lookinl? nromul fol' an 
ath-iser ou ntomie mnttt·r~. it wus 
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Lewis Strauss COllliM-1 

Strauu he eommandl~n.-cl. Ile gnve 
StnmM tllC! miRHion of fhuli11g a 
d1ainuan for Afo~C, und whl"n 
StrauSR eoul<l rerx1rt no n>&nlts, 
told him he would ha,·e to take the 
aBl"ignmf'nt hi111Aelf. 

Life with the Chairman 
By eight-thirty Strau•• has 

breakfasted and S<•ttled him.elf at 
his AEC desk befon• his morning 
mail. An oceasionol lettl"r will 
rouse him into dietnting a J><'J'Soual 
reply. One such letter not long ago 
was an attaek on fellow Commis­
sioner Murray for the latter's ear­
neotly n'ligioua approaeh. to the 
problems of the atomic age. Mur­
ray is frequently at loggerheads 
with the Chairman in AEC meet.. 
ings. But StrauM made it plain to 
the letter writer that he agreed 
eomJlletely with lluJTay, who ia an 
active lay leader in Roman Cathol­
icism, that the flnal answer to the 
world's dilemma does indet>d. lie in 
religion. 

At least onee a week StraUSB 
meet~ with those commissioners• 
who are not out inspecting variouR 
instollotions of AEC's widespread 
dmuain; the Chairman gets around 
to A•;c•s plants and laboratories 
only oecasionally. StrauBS meets 
his colleagues either in his own 
yawning oftiee or, if "taffmen or 
scientifte advisere are to be includ­
ed, in the AEC t"onference room, 
around a kidnry-shaped table so 
big that papers have to be pushed 
around with a croupier's stick. In 
the afternoon Strou88 talko to tlie 
grneral uumager or dh·ision diree­
ton or othel' calll'ns. Once a week 
110 go"'4 to tho White House to talk 
to the President. 

A RtnfTmnn who ha" !Wl-\·etl l\"ith 
the eo111111ission from the beginning 
aoys he is awed hy the Chairman's 
'

4terriflc pace. "t 
Around seven Strauss gets into 

•rtfrrut FifliM•p: lflNrra11 (t'lle ow.ly 
Tr111tn1a11. appoirdee left); Dr. Wil· 
larti Libby, Clticngo URiHrtity 
ellomi•I. J)r, Joh• wa Nnman.n, 
top mathrfliatiria•, luu buft. 710tll· 

iaated but ut yet Nn1Jfrmed. Owe 
1Jara11c11 ezi•t• a. o reiicll of Jo•t!ph 
Campbdl'a rere•t •oneiaaholll tu: 

Comptrnller Ge1u·ral: to JIU Ca•p· 
bell'11 .J10H SlrnHu '1t•11• he totll 
rt>eomnieHd a bw1i11e.un1aN. 

tTht' 1taffmaH protifrlta theat' thumb· 
11a1°l •kt'tr1ae• of olher chairma11: 
Li1it'Kthal-11reot inlt'reatt'd in. the 
detail1 1 lanppier atca, from awch tnaf· 
tera aa the bMtfgt'I"; 81unner Pih 
(aK '"'"rim ap710i1atttt}-11a wi#artl 
tolth ~n•rtJ•, 111.t happ1·no·lW'l•Y"; 
Gortlon /JraK-11.erioru, tDitl' a 
tremrJt.do111 capacity to •it ared 
li11tca aNd go ialo ehi"D'"; o.IM"l fl•cd. 
1,, siraua--''polite b'Ut a 'flolller." 
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J1is limo~im• nml, hunched in a 
t"Omer llOUIHI uleep, h~ tlrivt"n to 
tlw 8hol"f"l1nm. Ilia rntnnp«, be 
thiukK, arc u·hnt k•>ep him ~inJ:. 
t'Kunlly he tnkt'8 a hrit•frt1Mt' of 
pnpel'll with him thnt he .,.ill •tudy, 
th•n put earefully in a safe in bis 
apartment. Jlt> is \'(')'~· St>t'Ut'ity­
t"OllRl"iOUS. The papers are never 
top ,r.et';ret, howe\"er, sin<"e top Bf'­

cn>h t'an only be b'nnspot1("(1 hy 
an amied courier and-"I don't 
w11nt to Jug a gun around." 

Man for the job? 
The Strousses' social life eon­

ai1ts mostly of large, ritua1istic 
W Mhington affairs. Aliee Strausa 
miueM the more intimate parti~, 
where nothing is in\·oh-ed but so­
ciability. At eround midnight the 
Chnirmo.n retirt-s, 1\dth a memo 
pad bettide his bed. Oftf'n, l~·ing in 
the dark, he scrawls an outline of 
10111e idL•a, teara off the •heet, atieka 
it in oue of his slippen, and then 
wit11 hi:-1 mind relieved goes to 

aleeJl. His trick of writing notes 
when he appeons to he mJrep on 
trni11s or plum>e luu;; iutrigut"tl 
frirmlR. '41'111 rmt ntdt"C'I>·'· Slrmu-1s 

explnins. "I'm jmd writing with 
my eyes dosrd. If yon ore h•lr­
dozing and opPn your f'~"eH, it's 
diflleult to get hol'k to "I'"" h<•­
eause of some photonie effect on 
the retina." Strauss likt>S to ex­
pouncl theories-from the inap­
propriateness of spinaeh ns fCHHl 
for ehildren (it absorbs the enl­
cium that ehilclren n("('(J), to n 
111etbod of treeing in the growth of 
rings of trees the ups end down~ 
of political parties (the width of 
the rings indieates how mueh l'Oin 
f<'Jl i the pal'ty in powel' usually 
loses in yenrs of Jess than normal 
rninfall). 

A 111011 of moods bt>nenth his ur­
hnnl' exterim·, ht> sometiuws re­
ganls hi~ pretWnt joh with an uir 
of J'esignation: 0 1 mny not hnve 
been the man for it. If so, I wisi1 
it hnd become apparent sooner. 

Entrepreneur in Plastics 

William Kimball Jr., offl!I. Hestartedbiscompany 
San Franciaco, bu built by hiring a technieian, 
au admirable little busi- Chester Ward, and then 
nea in reinforeed-plaatie by raising $51,000 eapital 
produeta in the last three tbroughborrowiD1andby 
y .. n. This is fast work, sellinr stock to friends. 
even In the plaatics in- --' He leaoed a small bulld-
dustry, and BIU Kimball _._ inr and was ready for 
was able to do it becauoe be had businMI in July, 1961, He soon 
the eonl\denea of ·a score of well- found there was very little buai­
beeled friends who reinloreed his nea for a company that had no 
bank account when he needed oamples of its products. But Kim­
caab. Today bis Kimball Manu- ball kept plurtiins his potential 
faeturinr Corp. bu four produe- produeta and ftnally landed bis 
tion divialollll: euotom moldinp, tint oubotantial order, wbleh was 
outdoor bUlboard molcli1111, dee- for 1110 reinloreed-plutie bill­
orative aeceaorles, and sports board moldinp (i.e., frames) at 
produeta. The sroaa lut year was $60 .. ch. But bJ' that time he had 
$873,000, tbrnet $40,000. Fur- - no capital left. So be sold $15,000 
tbermore, Bill Kimball still eon- In stoek to his stoekholden, after 
trols 63 per cent of. the stock. explainilltli to them that there 

Kimball wu craduated from were 300,000 billboards in the 
Stanford University in 1941 and country and that he had no eom­
after !Ive y .. ra In the Army he petition for the busineoa. The cash 
-nt to Harvard Business Sebool. enabled him to 1111 bis order and 
Tbrouch mutual friends there be wind up hia second year with a 
met Robert and Frank Cham- $ll7,000 groa, and a slirht dellciL 
ben. In !IMS, after the Cham- His luck changed in the fall of 
hen formed Marna Encineerlng 1958, when the Outdoor Advertis­
Corp. In San Francisco and beaan ing Amociation of Ameriea •1>­
maldnc home-workshop power proved hia produet. He suddenly 
tools, they blnrd Kimball as sales bad a w .. Jth of orders, and be 
manaaer. l\naneed produetion by borrow-

Klmball worked happily for in1 $20,000 from a bank and by 
Marna until IHI, when Magna oelllnc bis friends $76,000 worth 
planned to leave San Francisco. of stock. Lui year he began to 
Kimball wu reluetant to move, so diversify by inventing and pro­
be resicned and looked around for ducinr plastic water skis, and by 
ideas for a manufaeturlnr bual- incrasinr the variety of his dec­
o ... of hia own. When one of bis orative aeceaaories (bowls and 
friends, Francis Letehfteld of the plant holders, ete.), 
Wells Fal'IO Bank, &bowed him a Thia year be expeeta to groBB 
photocrapb of a reinforeed-plutie about $750,000, whieh, be l\rures, 
auto body, Kimball rot the idea will justify hio friends' faith in 
of euatom molding reinforeed- Kimball Manufaeturing and, in­
plastie items for manufacturers. cidentally, in Bill Kimball. 

This t•x1ll'rieure has eome )nte in 
lifr." Tht•n looking ahead to the 
JMiliti<·nl st n1gglt• thnt he knows 
will ~1·uw. not lt-s."lt>n, in intensity, 
he l·>n~·s, 11l111ost with nn nir of diR­
et:>\'l'l~·: u l ul:ll'41 to think I had no 
•lomnoh fm· this kiml of thing. 
:Xow I l:H'lie,·e I ha,·e." 

"Heaven help those ••• " 
He is buo~·e<l by n vau1ting im­

nginHtion that (•01Ties his fanries 
iuto n nt•w wm·ld of mirnrles. He 
st't'S 11u ... lenr renetors, small enough 
to be 111on•1l on fluh·nrs, thnt wi1l 
supply IH:out nml power to isolated 
s11t1ts of th• globe. He cites the 
1111<lrenm(_>(l-of tlen~lopml"nts that 
t'Ullll' out of the x-ray-the whoJe 
,..j·it•11f'e of t>let•tronies, radar, tele­
Yision. ult is slu.-er oonjeeture," he 
dt"<·lm"C'S, "for tmyone to soy todny 
wlmt will be the most important 
thing thnt ntomie energy will pro­
dut·e. I look fo1·wnrd to the (lay 
when t11el"l' \Yon't be any miHtary 
use. It mny not eome in my life· 
tinw hut it will come." 

Cou8ic-ting estimates of Strauss 
notwith~tnnding, it wns a remark· 
nhh• eoint>ideurc of events that 
plnet"<l this portieulnr mun where 
he now is-nt the ve1-y Ct'lltt>r of the 
'Yest'i;; erisis. For as 1..1meh as any 
man ali,·e, he i.-; a J'et'Ognizable pl'o­
totn~e of 'y estern num: optimis­
tic, sl1J'ew1l in business <lenlingx, 
im1uisith·e nbout ne.turnl science, 
lm111211listi<", hnsitnlly rl'ligious. 

lb lh·~ in n roustnncy rl"<JUil'ed 
of no oth<'r Amt>I;l·nn, with 'Yest~ 
t•rn nmn's newt•st ordeal, the weap­
on thnt Nould be used b~· the l7.S. 
to annihilnte its enemies, or that 
1'01tld be UJWCI h~· nn euemy to 
llt"Stroy tht> r.s. This intimncy, 
how"n~r, hns not foft him in an 
nirouy of doubt ; lie h<-m·f! -fri:r-re=­
jl;ponsihilit~· with moral euhn. He 
hns hix DllS\\'l'l' for nurlt'nr scien­
ti~t:-; hnuntetl hy n guilt romplex 
and an omiwer for all conscience­
t;tric·k<'u .:\merit>nns: '"The atom is 
nmm-nl. The 011)~· thing that makes 
it immoral is num. "~e are 11111ki11g 
bo111hs httau~e 1re horle to disconr­
ogc.> the us.:• of bomh;; ugoiust ua by 
u g<ffert1111r11t thnt tlUl•sn't mekl' 
nn:y pretl'nst.> of 111orol:-:. I ban• no­
ticf'tl thnt heun•n helps those who 
ht•lp tllt'mseh·es. Somebocly else 
nm:r think I 1hn nil wrong. Gandhi 
wonld-~·on lie down in front of a 
juggl•t·uaut. Th.-]"(' ma~· hnve been 
JM..'Ople in nntir1uity who ndopte<l 
Gn111lhi's position against the 
11 uns m· tht- Tnrtm-s-but. history 
dot'tln 1t 1'1•tuin any rt'<"Ord of thrm." 
Strnuio;s'M murul ec1uonimity is un­
shnkuhle. '•If evl'rything "·ns al­
ways 1.erfoctly elem·," he soys, 
0 tht"re woultl be no particular pre­
mium on faith." &ND 
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