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SUBJECT: Guidarce on Sovist Ruclear Detonations

In respomse to the deciaion of ths iarld.ng Greup at 1ts mooting
on August 5, 1954, the emclosed guldsnes on muclear detootion is re-
eirculsted for conaideration ab the next meoting, Thursday, August 12,
10 a.m,, Room 7258 Hew Stateo ‘
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SUBJECTs Guidanco cn Nuoclear Dstection

1, The OCB Horiing Group has askod that e statexsnt bs pra-
parad to guide releasas by the United States Govermmemi on dotected
Soviet nuclear exploajons.

2. Announcemants concerning entirely ney types of weepons or
thoss involving radisally different and improved techniquss should
ba made, whether thsy be Soviet, U.S., British or tho achievement
of soms other powor, Those announcements should be governed by the
folloving conditiors:

2., Timings It 1s important that ennouncenonts not bs made
nerely for the sake of informing the public, here ard sigeed, In
the eass of a new ensmy device, the releaas should be witbhald untfl
it can be neutraliszed insofar &s possible by an aceompanying stete-
ment about progress in the U.S, program, or releases concerning
countor messurss suitable to deal with the Soviet device. This
should not be donme at the price of fostering delusions about U.S,
strengths and weaknasses, hovever.

bo Sourcas of Intelligeness Releases about new Sovict
dovless, or additional detopations, sheuld be espscially trsated if
they involve new tochnigues of detection, It is impartant, at
ell times, to protect the source of our intelligencs, particulssily
thoss involving new techniques,

6, Joint Announcements:t Every consideration should te
nede to have the pations of the Fres World, notahly the Britich and
other Camonvealth geverrments and possibly thoss of NATO, join the
U.S. in the release of such information. The use of indigenous
govermments in announcing atomic developments would do much {o alle-
viate Soviet attempts te depict the U.S. to our Allioca and the neutral
nations as an imperialist power motivated ty intentions of nuelear
dostructicn of the rsst of the world.

d. Unilatoral Armowncements: If the U.S. hos to make the
anrouncenent alone tocsuse of cogent domestic or interraticnal
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reasons, it should by mede by the Dirsctor of Central Intelligence and
net by the President, Vice President, Chaiiman of the Atcmic Energy
Commlseion, or any Cabinet member.

3. With respect to further routine Soviet detonations, thsse
ahould be made en blos, It is suggested that a semi-annnal statement,
porheps prepared Jointly by the Chaiyman of the Atomie Ensrgy Commission
and the Diresctor of Centrsl Intelligence, summarize that the U.S. (and
the British, etc.) have detonated so mamy bomba for test purposes, and
that the Soviots {end later perhaps the Chirsse) are believed to have
cancucted so many experimental shots.

/8/ Stefan T. Possony
STEFAN T. POSSONY
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