
UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 407160 

Ml'. Elmer B. Staats 
Executive Officer 

WASHINGTON is, D. C. 

Sept. 20, 1954 

Operations Coordinating Board 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Ml'. Staatss 

We aak the advice of the Operations Coordinating Board on making 
public the fact that preparations far a test series 1n the late 
winter are underway at the Nevada Proving Ground. The series 
has been approved by the President. It 1s necessary to advertise 
tor bids far construction of facilities at the Proving Ground 
and to begin other work at the Proving Ground next week. The 
new activity and the advertising for bide will give rise to 
various rumor stories. Local public o.fficiala, stockmen and 
miners need to know about teat seriu 1n advance eo aa to make 
arrangements for their af'f'aire. 

The operation will proceed more smoothly and the public reaction 0 
will be im.proved 1.f we acknowledge 1n a brie.f announcement that o 
a test aeries ie being prepered tor. The text or the announce- -.I 
ment that we propoe e, .to lll&ke follow s 

The Atomic 
1

Energy Commission bas advised public 
officials, atoclollen, miners, and others in southwestern • 
Utah and southern Nevada that it ie (Pl OClE!91l:tllg t1'freo- ~f Ndvrt er 
~its Nevada Proving Ground for a series of 
nuclear tests conmencing early 1n 1955,, probably about 
lllid-February. The aeries will con.form generally with 
those previoualy conducted 1n Nevada11 including par­
ticipation and support by CJttlw J'llllcs'""ai gwa~ 
Qli I. I _ ... I I the D~tment or Defense, ederal 
Civil Defense Adminiatratio U,o:U 1! !&.'"tttss fattl:!b 
ewatlio i:&: • e,.-am ~he i~ it&tsa::JfeClinr-.Sa1toe. 

It is our understanding that this announcement should not be issued 
until after Secretary Dulles' address to the United Nations General 
Assembly on or about September 23. We propose that it be issued on 
M>nd.ay, September 27, in Washington am 1n Las Vegas by the Atomic 
Energy Commisaion. 

May we have the cCllllllent of the Operations Coordinating Board at an 
early date. 
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