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January 11, 195f 

..:1.07:l4:l 

TO 1 Members of OCB H11clear :EMrgy Woi.•Y..J.~ Group 

FROM s Joseph Hr.nson, tBIA Ropreflen·:;ative 

S Ul3JECTs lWA.ru~~m!~a:.~.1...f~qlt!!ll,a_;!p._~01mO. st.ate~~ 
on air def'emse ucaooes 

Pursuant to the decision of thqBoard of Janii.'l?'y 9, herewUh :Ls 
m.terial suggested 'ti!' tB:.:A for inclusion in the na.rr11tive baekcrrotmd. 
statenent being }Jrepared for iesua11ce along \Jith the press rele:we on 
air defense veaponso 

It is this Agency'n belief' that bnsic m:1ter:ll!l of this scr-t, 
emph!lsizing the continuity und gre.dtalnoss ot ·l;he United Stli.t'!ls 
roseareh snd devolopnent uco.pons program, ;;i.U tend to roosirnra 
the public both at home i!Jld nbroad• and to n:ld in t~erste.nding 
of the factors :irivolved., Thia should tend ·l;o minilnize cxtr~1.il) 
public reactions of epprnhension or r.xpceta.t:tmi of early u!9e of. su~h 
veapons, and thus minimiue overseas neito.tion on the subjaet,, 'ilh.:!.cll 
l!light arise eitlwr spontc:neou.".lly or ao a reflection of dcm<?etic t:~nsioruJ. 

It is suggested that the suggested peragraphR l-1hich i-.pp'l.!J.!' cri. the 
attachment, be inserted e,t or near tho beg:tmt:ln1! o..f tho ba.ckg.M111.d 
etatemmt, el.nee their cr<rnernl charo.ctsr wc-.i:tn seem to ma'.te tha:i 
suitable as an introd.<lCtkin '.;o the more Dpeeific ma.to:rial. 
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Gradual h.corporo.tion of small atomic weapons in U.S. defense iD ~ 

lq..planned pcrlloy doo:elo!lllent, having no relatfon to current evants. 
lnstallation oi' a:lr defense ueapons does not mean that, the governmo11t 
baa anr epecit:Lc ,:xpectation of e.1r attackso It is vell know thnt., 
ponding !nternatio!lal agre!U!lent on s!lfegunrded dim~l'l!le.lllcnt. the u.s., 
like other rer1pons:lble governm®t.s, rm.wt take prudent stopa to gimrd n3dnst 
possible attsck .in the future. It can be ~otoct the.t other ama..U ittomio 
venpons 'rill becolllC! a pert of the u.s. do£ense posture as they beoomo 
perfected through research. 

'l'h• per~eot:lng of nuclea.r w.rhee.ds for air de.tense rockets is an 
ammp1e ot the oovelo:i;ment at small nuoles.r weapons through resoaroh 
mil testing. D~velopnent of deferiaive voapomt lul.s been an blportant 
objectiYe ot !lilted States nuclear tests for some til!le. The Atanio 
Energy Comillr.'..on statoo, in its 19th sEll\i-«0nua.l report in Jucy, 195.5, 
that the Nevv.'a nuclear test aeries of thAt ;veer included "high al.titulfl 
atmic detornG:lons required in connection tdth d6VOlop111mt ot nucle!ll" 
wrhaGds to "oe used againS'G nf;tack:lng cnerzy- aircre.f't11 • AEC Chall-man 
Strauss 11tt.1,ed in July 231 1956 that the 1956 P11e,.fie nuclear test serles 
reoulted jir "f'urther devel~prrent of merl;hods of d efause against. attn.ck". 

The '•ir defense roeke·!;s, like email nuclear wenpons generally,. nra 
desianee to inf'llct l!lB:ldJ:Mn dcm~.ge on an enOJey", but offor little or no 
risk tc civilian populatfo:itJ. '!ho 1m.porte.nt point about a small !luolear 
\leapon ·or wrhead is simply tht>.t it Gupplies far ei·aater firepom1r "thsn 
oonve;(;ional explosives. Dut fallout :Lo ve17 nueh less than tor the 
la.rgr>' w~apans, tboae usually identil'icd M 11atom.1.c bombs". •rnto :Ls 
beet>f.se the e.moi.mt of fo.l.J.out, or residn.al rndiatfon, varies groot~ 
uiti. the size of the veapon. It also vnrios gr1.mt~ as between e~-
11:1.·M at or near the w.otmd mid those h:l.c;h in the air. In the cnso ot 
t!a air defense rocketc, i1hor?. explosioru:i uould toJre pll.lce at a acci­
'J'...dere.ble altitude, the fallout would be negl!gibl.e0 


