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Reaction to U .s. Domestic Debate Over l!:ndine H-Bomb Tests 

At the OCB Lun<'heon l!eeting on October 1'7, 1956 the above su'uject 
was discusred. lliIA was requested to prepare a brief report on overseas 
reactinn. 

Attached is a report for you,· ,_-_se and for the informatinn of yOL1 r 
Drincipal w110 attends O::B luncheon neetings. If more s necific information is 
desired I can nrovide it fror.i tie raw material available in my office. 
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OVIB ltl:DrnG E-BOLB T§TS 

On the basis of resoonses received so far to a tele­
t;raphic query to certaiii. major field posts anrl other informa­
tion available, reaction in non-Communist areas to the 
<'lomestic United .States debate on ending H-bomb tests apoears 
to have been moderate. flews coverage, in most instances, 
was widespread but not heavy. Interest in the issue seems to 
have been divided between an interest, on the one hand, in the 
actual subject of the debate and concern over the testing issue, 
and, on the other, interest in the issue as flil aspect of the 
United 0tates election. ili.itorial comr·1ent was moc1 erate in 
volume and, except ~·or t 11e communist and left-wing oress, 
generally restrained in tone. The news coverar;e was 011ly 
occasionally sensatio·aJ_ in tone - - and thiR more often in its 
treatment of the issue as an elenent in United States election 
clevelo'.Jlllents than in its treatment of testinf &ml related 
problems. 

The Stevenson position comr.1nnded more supr,ort and 
sympathy amone COl'.llnentators than did l'resident Eisenhow~r Is 
position. \·lhile chere was con11iderable speculation on the role 
the issue might play in affecting the results of the election, no 
consens:s emerges clearly; there a1Jpears to be a tenrlenc:r to 
discou1t the decisiveness of testing as an election issue. 

The L'ulgsnin-!.;isenhower excharn e received in ceneral 
siriil2r covorap;e anc1 he~·e a_ s :·,ronr;er note of 2n rcwal of the 
.t-resir~ent's course seems detectable. 

Li'. tle informat; on i~ :is yet availR.ble on 1Jear ci.s torn 
<'J1c1 i"2r Ea:otern reaction, bnt in thoPe a.re<ff reac-tion see11'R 
to be based on continuing concern over the effects of tests a•1d 
less on int0rest in the l1. '.'. el_ection. 

fhe consibi l_i ty of a ban of nuclear ueanons tests was 
frequently discuRPed by ~· oviet conm!em;ators. i ccordine: to 
I oscow 0rop11.pa"dists, hornb-test ban discl'Psions have now 
become t\1e cer.ter of r.ttention in the l'.'3. e~ection ca.mnair-n. 
itP 'n ne.st com"ients on this tonic, Soviet 11edia indic11.t~ ~ 
that t':e test ban issc_·e has been introduced into camnaign 
oratory nrimaril:r becauPe t!1e Democrats have found it 
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exnedient to utilize noui'l0r c'et rrtl'~S f0r (\isG.n:1::iment anc1 
becauFe the '..e'JltbliC'ans-ho;r~ to t:ike a stand once t;,e i, .. f.ue 
had becotle carnnaipn a1:nnmition. !~ven thour:;h Loscow 
maintained that 0tevensor. 's proponal for 0 test ban ims 
getting increasinr nopt'' ar anrJ sci•;mtific su_·, )art in r. ,eriC'a., 
it Faid that he and his strategists are using t: ie issL:e nrimP...rily 
in a que!'t for votes. Ar envisared by COP.ununist cor'llllentatorc, 
the J\dr·tlnistration h"" now been caught between the need to 
attract voters to its side and the need for contimdnc the ams 
raC'e, l!oscow called the test issue one of the JTiost vulnerable 
points of :~enubHcan poliC'y, Hadio co:"Tients underlined "the 
tremendous public intere0t in teBt cessation both in . .-1.erica 
and in the world at large." 

Co'c11unist ChLna has treated t!Je subject in way:o. that 
SU') ·art the c.:oviet s t,and on disennmnent. and 2.tomic i.ieanons 
anrl has souclit to exploit Eisenhower's nosition largely to 
prove that t!1e l·nited ctates is unwilling to undertake dise,nnn­
ment an<" is ignorinr, the hazards of nucle:>.r war 2nr1 nvcleo.r 
t0sts, and nublic oninion. At the sa.'1!8 bh1e, both she : 'vi et 
and CollIDlUnist Chine:: e exploi ta ti on of the issue m:1ke tl1e 
noint that the current t •"• discrn<eion is et conce:csio·1 to tlie 
concern of the l'.J. pub'.ic over the if' sue w> 'ch ha0 '1ernanr1 ed 
a discu~s'.on in the course of t!1e e~.ectin!l crunpaicn. 


