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6 Nov 1947 

1 Oct 1948 

23 Sept 1949 

24 Sept 1949 

3 Oct 1951 

(,.J 

SOVIET ATOMIC TESTS 

US Statement 

President TRUMAN: 
"We have evidence 
that within recent 
weeks an atomic 
explosion occurred 
in the USSR." 

President TRUMAN: 
"Another atomic bomb 
has recently been 
exploded within the 
Soviet Union. In 
spite of Soviet pre­
tensions that their 
atomic energy program 
is being directed ex­
clusively toward 
peaceful purposes, 
this event confirms 
again that the Soviet 
Union is continuing 

USSR Stateu:ent 

MOLOTOV: "The 'secret' 
of the atom bomb has 
'long ceased to exist'"· 

VISHINSKY: "It is a 
mistake to think there 
is just one state which 
has a monopoly over 
atomic energy and the 
atomic bomb." 

TASS: "Despite the 
existence in its coun­
try of an atomic weapon," 
the Soviet government 
would continue to de­
mand "absolute pro­
hibition of the use of 
atomic weapons." 

to make atomic weapons." 

(more) 

l 
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6 Oct 1951 

22 Oct 1951 

8 Aug 1953 

- 2 -

US Statement 

President TRUMAN: 
"Another atomic 
explosion has oc­
curred within the 
Soviet Union appar­
ently as a part of a 
test series. Of 
course, there may 
be more such explo­
sions from time to 
time." 

(morel 

USSR Statement 

Stalin in Pravda: "In­
deed, one of the types 
of atomic bombs was re­
cently tested in our 
country. Tests of 
atomic bombs of dif­
ferent calibers will 
be conducted in the fu­
ture as well, in ac­
cord with the plan for 
defense of our country 
from attack by the 
Anglo-American aggres­
sive bloc." 

MALENKOV: Told the 
Supreme Soviet that 
the US had no "monop­
oly" on the hydrogen 
bomb. "The USA has 
long since lost the 
monopoly in the matter 
of the production of 
atomic bombs ••• The 
government deems it 
necessary to report 
to the Supreme Soviet 
that the US has no 
monopoly in the pro­
duction of the hydro­
gen bomb either." 
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8 Aug 1953 

20 Aug 1953 
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US Statement 

In reply to MALENKOV, 
Chairman STRAUSS says: 

• 

USSR Statement 

"We have never assumed 
that it was beyond the 
capability of the 
Russians to produce 
such a weapon and that 
is the reason why, more 
than three years ago, 
it was decided to press 
forward with this de~ 
velopment for our­
selves. 11 

Chairman STRAUSS: 
"The Soviet Onion 
conducted an atomic 
test on the morning 
of August 12. Cer­
tain information to 
this effect came 
into our hands that 
night. Subsequent 
information on the 
subject indicates 
that this test in­
volved both fission 
and thermonuclear 
reactions. 11 

(mere) 

PRAVDA and IZVESTIA: 
"One of a variety of 
hydrogen bombs was ex­
ploded for experi­
mental purposes in the 
Soviet Union within 
the past few days. 
Because a powerful 
thermonuclear reaction 
was created in the hy­
drogen bomb, the explo­
sion was of great 
strength. The tests 
showed that the power 
of the hydrogen bomb 
13 many times greater 
than the power of the 
atom bomb. It is known 
that the Soviet Union 
has had the atomic weap­
on for several years and 
has conducted suitable 
tests." 

'1 



31 Aug 1953 

18 Sept 1953 

26 Oct 1954 
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US Statement 

AEC issued the 
fOilowing state­
ment: "On Aug 23, 
1953, a fission ex­
plosion took place 

USSR Statement 

in Russian territory." 
"The explosion was 
in the same range 
of energy release as 
our Nevada tests and 
would appear to be 
part of a series. 
If this proves to 
be the fact, no fur­
ther announcements 
will be made unless 
intelligence indi­
cates information 
of greater interest." 

Chairman AEC, 
stated t~at "there 
had been a series 
of detonations of 
nuclear explosives 
in Soviet terri­
tory. This series 

(more) 

TASS announcement con­
cerning test of new 
types of atomic bombs 
in the Soviet Union. 
In recent weeks in ac­
cord with the plan of 
scientific research 
work in the field of 
atomic energy, in the 
Soviet Union tests have 
been held of several 
types of atomic bombs. 
Tests were successful" 



4 Aug 1955 

24 Sept 1955 

• 
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US Statement 

began in mid­
September and has 
continued at in­
tervals to the 
present. Further 
announcement con­
cerning this series 
will be made only 
if some unusual de­
velopment would ap­
pear to warrant it. 
As is generally the 
case with nuclear 
detonations these 
tests have resulted 
in some widespread 
fall-out of radio­
active material, 
but insignificantly 
in the United States. 

AEC announcement: 
"Within the past few 
days the Soviets have 
resumed testing of 
nuclear weapons. This 
may mean the beginning 
of a new test series." 

Chairman STRAUSS 
stated that another 
Soviet nuclear ex­
plosion had occurred 
in recent days, indi­
cating a continuation 
of their tests of 
nuclear weapons. Fur­
ther announcements 
concerning the Soviet 
test series will be 
made only if some in­
formation of parti­
cular interest develops. 

(more) 

USSR Statement 
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Date 

10 Nov 1955 

23 Nov 1955 

26 Nov 1955 
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US Statement 

Chairman STRAUSS 
announced today 
that the Soviet Union 
has, in recent days, 
conducted a further 
nuclear test in their 
1955 series. 

Chairman STRAUSS 
announced today that 
another explosion had 
taken place in the 
current Soviet test 
series. Following 
the policy of re­
porting to the 
American people in­
formation of sig­
nificance concerning 
Soviet weapons tests, 
Mr. Strauss said that 
the explosion was the 
largest thus far in 

USSR Statement 

the USSR and was in the 
range of megatons. 
The Russian tests in­
dicate an increasingly 
intensive effort by 
the Soviet government 
to develop their 
nuclear weapons poten­
tial. 

KHRUSHCHEV in Bangalore, 
India: Announced that 
the Soviets had just set 
off a nuclear weapon of 
"unprecedented might" 
and involving a new meth­
of of explosion. He 
gave the assurance that 

(more) 
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US Statement 

29 Dec 1955 

21 Jan 1956 

21 

(more) 

• 

USSR Statement 

although this new weapon 
was intended to "influ­
ence the nerves of those 
who would like to unleash 
a new war", the Soviets 
would never be the first 
to use "this new power". 

KHRUSHCHEV before Su­
preme Soviet recalled 
the results of the 
recent Soviet tests of 
Lhe luLesL hyJrug,t'll 
bomb - he declared that 
the power of many mil~ 
lion tons of usual ex~ 
plosives and that it 
can be substantially 
increased." 

Marshall V. T. GHUYKOV 
( Commande'r Riev Military 
District) stated "USA · 
monopoly of atomic weap­
ons long since liquidated 0 

and Soviet Union has 
surpassed United States 
in Hydrogen weapons". 
Remark made in speech 
on foreign relations 
at Ukranian party 
congress which closed 
21 Jan 56. 

1 
i 

I 
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Date 

21 March 1956 

2 April 1956 

13 April 1956 

23 April 1956 
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US Statement 

Chairman STRAUSS: 
"Within the past 
few days the Soviets 
have exploded another 
nuclear device." 

' ' 

USSR Statement 

"This is the fifth 
United States announce­
ment of Soviet nuclear 
weapon tests in the 
past eight months." 

Chairman STRAUSS 
announced today that 
"the Soviet Union in 
recent days has con­
ducted another nuclear 
test in their current 
series. This is the 
sixth United States an­
nouncement of Soviet 
weapons tests in the 
past eight months. 

(more) 

I. G. Kabanov, Minister 
of Foreign Trade, in 
Geneva before Economic 
Commission for Europe: 
"· •• of course, we 
do not conceal the fact 
that in the event we 
are compelled to use 
it (atomic energy) for 
military purposes, we 
shall not hesitate to 
use it for military 
purposes." 

Nikita S. Khrushchev, 
Soviet Communist Party 
Chief, (in London): 



- 9 -

US Statement 

- 30 -

USSR Statement 

"It remains a fact that 
we were the first to 
explode an H-bomb from 
an airplane. • • • Great 
stress is being laid 
now on guided mis-
siles •••• I am quite 
sure that we will have 
the guided missile with 
an H-bomb warhead which 
can land anywhere in 
the world." 


