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ATOM'C Ef'<ERC; 

Dear Mr. Pr .. idant1 

At your press and radi" conterence on July l~ onP o! 
corra1pondant1 aaltei! a qua1tion regarding tbe po111ibh healtt' hai:Hr~~ 

ofl<wut• aa_llt1l.l baina dhcharged by tt' ugn.1Jm.._ll.OlJ:.eu1.iig mill. Th Ii 
quaatlcm apparaotly referred to tlwl' An~ ~1!!1'. 1 111 Colorado am' Nf'"' 

Mexico, into which one of t,ba uranhm on>e1111Jing 1a1:; II ,1l11chu~11-

effluent. 

lupactlont1 by tbe Comai.11 ion and 'Other .11:ud iea I• "OP ,,. "' 
u- wt th tha ltataa and with the UnJt~ BUtH .lubll1c Health Ser '1e ,,. 

haYa indicated that th• effluent d bch.arp;ed lnt1' 'th1i Animaa Rh r · 
coataint radi1111 in axc111 of the permiA1able CD1'.lcent:r1t1ops •'sts' 
by AJC rasulatiOO., Thia de>el n l! -Ii, that tb>!tt<l . fl II 111!1!1< r i' 
bealth haaard, 

An lndiYidual could for a period o:' 70 ye11r11 rontl'""'.'·'" 
awl eJtCluivaly eonaw. vetar containing ma11i1J1U111 pennies lb ie cc,,,~ '1 "' 

tf.ona of radiUlll allowed by pratent Atomif .Inergy Connise lon r e~u "• ' '" 
baf•r• be would haye taken radium into hie bc1dy 1n m1.cess t u.,. 
rac~datiora of the National COlll!lit tee on Rad iaHon P'rot .. ,, t I'" 
Concentrationa meuured dOW1U1trelllll during th• paet year l!, the '°-" 1•1fl'" 

llTer water at aeveral point• of utilization showed • maximun ct '"' 1 

2% time• tha -.bum permbaible concentrationa, An inoivir!usi 
eontinuoualy and excluively corurnme vat!'r at these concentrat !or, 

SO yeara before receiving radium into tiill body from thh eour u , " ''" F 

of reca-ndatione of the Natiorual Commit tee on Radlcation PTHN t 

Therefore, the A!C believe• that then L1 no 1.nmedi11te 1 adiat ion 1a;>r<11 i 

to the public health in thil!I mil effluent a,tuatlor•. ~ec:r,.t11r·, ""•'r 
expreaaed the view, in his press confer enc!!' r·n Ju 1 y l 4 t h•r n , 
population of the araa had not ingeste<1 tufftcient 1uocH.1r u 
radioactive material to cause de' ectab "' ties' th rifllDILge 

However, it is nece1sa1'y to , !'duce the conce11tr1Jtl r~ 

radium in the river to permies ib" e , im ts. 11n Key :•2 o ! t tr,,. 1 ~" 
the bu is of earlier inspeetion11 and • ··ud ieA ttH• Al~C ! , 11uPr Br 

to the uramium mill directing it to r<':>n1t t'1e •n1~asurr'H t1 ~ ; 

control the effluent. The comps·,. , 0• ,.,,, I.• d let~c1 1 l 
action that is being taker: 



Amna other -••urea, the CQlllP&nY h&A ill.I tituted t.mprrn e• 
control proeedur .. for the d11charg• of effluent l nto the river t'l i1, 

bat ruulted in a 1ab1tantial reduction of the solid 'radioactive wast• 
dlacbarpd into tha river. In addition the company ;put 1.nto operatto,. 
on July 1, 1959, two 1ettlina ponds for removal of soil.cl waste end c•nc 
chealcal1 and a proce11 for remove, of •olubh radioa1c:U•• •tn lll 

In addition to the water ef1luen1. prr1blem, thet« LS~ 1.l•'t>•-
of eontrollln& uranium du1t in 1ome wor" areu inside l;l~ mil i :11 

rupon1e to the COlllllisaion' 1 order of May '22, whic:b alao requ1 re11 1 :i.i 

11111 to report the illa.ediate ltepl it would take to T•ld\JCe duat c:once<> 
tratiou, th• aill bu •d• equlpa.ent mtdiflcati ... at Yarleut point!! 1 

the mill. Tbe9• include the inatallation :of aiat 1pr1ay1 to nt •lo"'c 
uranium ore to reduce duat, air ducta to .remove duat £1~om the lmmeo lat"' 
point of releue, du1t collecton to entrap du1t, and imprned •·ut1i,arirm 
equiJ>19nt. The 11111 ii redesigning certain equi)>l9nt uud ln th•· 
pJ'oducticm of urani- concentrate• to forther .-educe the ,111.11 ''""b, -

The C011111i11ion will conttnW' L ta in1pect1on1 t() make Iii u ,_., 

tbe1e and, if nece11ary, other corrective 1<Cti.on1 are effeett .. 
reducing the concentrations of radtoactl11l1y 1.1 the rivet to pann!.Ui' , .. 
lim1U and in maltina nece11ary red,1c: ti o .. ~ " t '11> eonc,e11tr at ion~ "' 1·.u 
within the mill. 

The C011111h11on has al10 L11ueo ordet'~ to othe1~ mill e ~.,q, Ir 1118 

them to maintain survey progr81118 of their w&tf'r effluen1: and due" '' ontf'IO" 

tratlona and to report correct:tve Heps to be takeri where 11ecu11..r' 

There is no indication that tne ope1·ation of l:he mi• ~ 1.:r .oal ... , 

a problem of radioactive contaminatior •,f h" air "e>ut•!li!1> the , • • "" 

The disappearance of fis·i fr0111 U1e A111m81!1 11,,ar r!'f.,r "' 
by the correspondent,, it1 due to tOICic C'•emi.cal • and not r ~.dto,.,,,,. " 1 ' 

Should there be otller inform.a 10· '"' desl.r•· "1 t·"" "' 
I 1hall be most pleaeed to provid~ H 

The President 
The Whlte Rouse 
Wuhington, Il. C . 

......._.._.'T'"' ~---- -------~.-.~ 


