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. Dexr Mr. Preshidemt:

The Department of Defsnse has roquesied the Atomic Knergy Cemmiseion

to comduct safaty tasts of several suelesr weapens which are planned for

steckpiis in the next fow years, Accordingly, the Atomie Energy Com-

mission s plaxniag te conduct 2 series of from four to eight detomaticns
. ag the Kevada Test 2its commencing in October 1955,
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This series of detonations will be of a different purpose and of far lesser
scope than earlier fullescala nncleay tests conducted at the Nevada Bite,
Thasse will involve only the non-symmetrical firing of the high axplosive
surreunding the muclear material {n & mannsr similar to that which could
bs expecled in cane of fire or accident with the objective of determining
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what, if any, nuclear reaction may occur. In event of muclezr reaction, )E
which iz a2 very amall probability, the greatest yleid that could poasibly .
take place would not exceed 1 KT. Though all necessary precauticns will ‘gf
be taken, no extensive mobilisation of on-site operating or off -bass moni- {.
toring personnel will be required, e
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There will be an expenditure of nuclanr material involved and, thcrol?r:, t
your nut.lwfl't_y.!g_x_'gg}ulbd to conduct the praposed tests .:::::-_;;;;:::ZI. P
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A suitable public release anmouncing the limited purpose and scops of the e
tests will be made at an appropriate time prior to initiation of the series, b
Respectfully yours, ’
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