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I talked this norning with the President about the bill intro-
duced by Congressman Cole to make the Chalrman of tho Ataxic Enargy
Camigsicon o member of the Hational Becurity Counell, telling the
President that this vas not done with Adnirsl Strauss® wish o consent.

The President 48 copposcd to the pddition of further statutory
mogberg to the Coumeil. It is his desire that the nuwibor of people
at the Counclil Table mnd in the Council Chamber be kopt to & strict
minimm, Further enlargement of Council persomel nmight leed to
the cbandomment of the Council as a useful mechanism to the President
and the pubstitutlion therefor of meoetings of advisory groups composed
of ouch persons os tho Prosident desires to assemble to give him edvice.

After talking vith the President ond Genernl Perpong, I suggested
Lo Admirul Strauss thot when I gob back from the South after Morch 1,
Adolral Strauss end I (with General Persons, if possible) talk with
Congresoman Cole about this matter to see 1€ the bill eould not be with-
drawm or modified in secordance with tha views of the Bureau of the Budgot.

It has alvnys beon the view of the Buresu of the Budget that the
statute should be amerded to provide a statutory mombership of the
Counell composed of tho Fresident and Viee President and such other
officlels of the Piecutive Bronch as the Fresident moy cyppoint. This
vizsv 1o certainly correet ond constitutional.
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