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Slll''l·1ARY OF PLl\l'.11 l!C~ A::>SU!!FTIC·PS FOH F, " • .12.2.:. 

1. The USSR hes the ability to strike an:,. pilrt of D 
the U, S, with air-delivered atomic bombs, suprlemented by ~ 
high explosives, biclogical Ctnd chemical weapons, the use 
of sabotage, i.l.nd psycl1oloi;ical warfare. 

2. The USSR has the ability to malte atomic weapons 
of any desired yield from a few thousand to hw1drect of 
tlwusands of tons of T!IT equivalent. It is assJined that 
any city struck will be substantL:illy destruyec •J:; one or 
more bombs of appropriate yield. 

3. Concentrations of people and industry .1oulrl be 
among the major targets of at tack. Therefore, <'ClJA has de­
signated a total of 193 areas as likely targets, of which 
70 have been designated as critical target areas for civil 
defense purposes.* 'lhe most probable aiming po _nts are 
the 92 principal citles ci' the critical tarcet ireas. 

4, It is assumed that one hour's warnin1: ~an be giveu 
to the public in F •. , , 1955, although it is rccc·cnized 

' that there will alwa::s be a possibility of con,p' Pt e surprise. 

5. It is asswned thut, on the lmsi.s of' l•nl Lour's 
warning, the principal cities of the critical ti.r~et areas 
will be able to carry out a partial dispersul oJ tJ1e popu­
lation from the area::: of 1',rPatest conce1tru 1• icL. 

G. It is assum(·d th~-' t, or, the basis c'f c1nc ·_,orno of 
appropriate size on eacll of the 92 prillcipal ci 1. ie~; of the 
critical target. areas~ cas';lalties in a dav~i:ne utt:.; ch: witl1 
one hour's warn1nc a~~ a Jlsper!al plan ciO; effect~va ttould 
be as follows: killed, £J,00'.) 1 UOO; in~urcc! 1 '),:;.,), {lO; 
total casualties, 13,500 1 :}0(. 

* Target areas are tlw .Stnndurd Metror-olltan icre3.J of the 
U. S., and all capitals of States,Terri tories 1rnl Pos­
sessions whether or not such capitals are in .:.lcaJ1dard 
Metropolitan Areas. Target areas having 40,00J or more 
manufacturing eciplo/ecs, pl11s the District o+· \Jl urnl1ia 
area, are designate~ crlti~al target areas. 
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