
~-.~-.: . 
.. - - - ,. -

- -

,, -

/ 

..... Sa11abnry, m:reotczr 
»2.vJ9Sp flt ~ a.niola 

mzmn .ar moarm mss m msauJ. lJI.•wm TISI? 

!he &'ttec'he4 8C'iM ot artioles OD tJw b1a1t et B1ll. Vangh1 AllOCi&te4 
lreaa, llbo viaitecl '-Jalain ~ MIJuro with ~ flt tM lfigb 
Com1ut oner at tbe !rust hrr1 tm:7 bava bean %'eViewsd by U.. 
llB,Pllrt.zit et IWUN, St.ate, lnteriar' aD4 JIC at.att. ~tS.cmt 
.. abo1iGl ia tba oepJ" -- Mu ....- te 'b1' tbe ,, Vubiagtcm lkrrecL. 

It 1a, et ociarae, Ji'kBlT that t.ba A:I Alllk _,ct. ... edlt!Jll _. 
rwri'tibg depmdj ng au the ~ at tnmmzzissian t1lle O:l the · 
JI> wire system. 

All delatim:aa am ONDpll llQUUW 1:v ABC sta.tt am t.he tbne 
~ ..... aooeptecl. 

Verdi iD l:rnusbte ,... del9te4 .tra the article and underll?Jad vordl 
wre adde4. 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

r'. 



' ,._ 

__ .. , 

\ 

\ 

Kwaj alein l'2.y 28 (AP) • Shrewd Marshall Island leaders believe their 

protest to the United Nations against American byd:-ogen bomb experiments 

put a. llhip in their hand and they don1t intsnd to lay it downo Thsi:' people 

are sca:-edo The natives 0£ Ro:igeiap and Uti:-ik Atolls were endangered by 

the Y.arch 1 hydrogen bomb blast and many were injured. Natives of Bikini 

and Eniwetok were uprooted from their home Atolls in 1946-47 and have little 

h:::ipes of regaini..'l'lg them. I talked to the Mlrshallese who drafted the protest 

· which went direct to the United .Nations. They recognize that it might give 

Russia somG political er:r::1nition in the June ses~ion of the ~nited Nations, 

that it migl:lt hurt close Amari.can friends :1.n the ·~t Territo:-y, Ci-.ril 

They say th~y wil2. not budge from thtSi!' 

stand as stated in their petit:!.cn~ ffeertures already have ?:Jeen ma.do through 

High Co:z:mis sione!' Frank l:U.dkif!' to the Ma.rs!lallese., In a quick trip here 

last week Midkiff suggested tba.t they send word to United Nations delsgate 

Henry Cabct Lodge .;'unior that 1'-we are sure everything is being done that is 

necesss....""Y for our welfareo 11 

Fl:ient:> English e:pe!lldng DN'ight Heine.: Supe::·:i.ntendent of :Var shall Island 

intermed!ary s~hocla and leader of the petition, told me: nsome people think 

we are naive children of the tropicso 'We are not as naive as they think. We 

will send Ambassado:- Lccige a reply. It will be polite' but we will not sen:3. 

anything like has been suggestsd to us.:,? There is no doubt -- among Ms.rsha.llese 

or Americans on the scene ~ that the United States Government has gone allzy~t 

to help the S2 natives from Rongelap and the 154 from Utiriko They have had 

the finest medical careo Thi"Y-bave been adequately fed and sheltered, They 

have been compensated for lost Copra crops. Utiriks 154 i:ihabitants left tcday 

for their home Atoll. They took with them f!'om Kwajalein 100 tons of bounty. 

(more) 
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Rongelap people will not be able to return to their homes for a year. Nearly 

every one in this village sUff ered injury from the fallout from the Hydrogen 

bomb cloudo Almost all have recovered4 They will be removed in early June 

to Ej.it in the 112.juro Atoll. 

Ejit is a 14 acre lush Islando On. it the ,fi;EsIJ Joint Task Force Seven is 

building a complete village. The un:.ted States will ,?rovide for them through-

out their stay there. 

But 1 1 .30 year ol.:l l~gistrate and J_es.der of Rongelap, said in 

11 1'-tt people don 1t feel good abc·ut net going home. We fea!' 'v.'e nay have 

fate of BD::.:.:i. 0
11 

The BDG.nia:is 1 Heni3 said: '1were give;,1 a ra\1 ciealo 11 

A lagoon people, the 2CO Bikiniru:..s ~are Lb;u~:e~ ~hui'fl_;Q from island 

to isla:id until fine.Uy put or. isolated Kili -- an i5land which ma.ny months 

o-:::: the year iE. inaccessible beca<ise of hea..,-3• sui·f c 

!bi.ne mid several P.m::;:!'ice.:is in t::i<;; trust te::-:: ::~ory said the Biki::.ians a:-e 

not hf:ppy as tl1ey !'ael l:'.J:e tJ::e:r have beer. ;;c:t in jailo 

The petition was signed by the Holdover Com:r::ittee of the Varsl1all lsle.:."ld 

Congresse The 11 man committee is eo?owered to act for the Congress in between 

aess~oI'-s. It is made up of 6 from the Assem~:y a~d 5 frcm t..~e House of IRGJI 

(Lords)" 

Haine, ~ember and spokesman for the Com::nittee: steadf&stly Ldenies that 

arr;i,7 ~aid no American knew or took pa~t in drr.fting the petition to the Unitetl 

Nations" He saic!: "We spent a month working en it. We purposely did not 

let PJ.ster Neas (Acting District Administrator l-il.yna.rd Neas) or others (in the 

(l!lore) PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 



L .. · .. ~ . . . : , . . ' . - . ' ~ ·. ·-· . 

-3-

Trust Territory) lmow about it. We we!"e afraid they would get in trouble, 11 

The petition \laS finished e.nd ready for mailing April 20 but Heine said 

he waited until Ap::il 22, the day a plane we.s dtle, to drop it in the mailbox3 

He said he pJ.anned to !'egister it but arrived e.t t!le Post Office too late. 

Postmistrass Irene Records did not recall the letter but said she 

remembe~ed that Heine bad been iii and inquired about !'sgistering a lette~o 

F.eine said he also sent a copy of the petition with a letter to the 

11 edi tor of the Washir • .gbn Post~ 11 The letter said in part i 11You my be 

interested to know that yours is the only i::u!::Jlic::tion to which W::! a.i:-e ser.ding 

such a copy o We have c:hosen you simply because we unde:·stand your paper to 

be a fai::' a."'ld reliable O!!S of m'..tio:nal standing~ n 

There w~s l other Ms:.·shal:.ese petition to leave the Islan~o It was 

circulated by school ch:..ld=en and sent to M:!.dld.ff ~ The language was :::ir.ich 

milder th2....'1 the cne sent to the United Nations$ Students and all Varshallese 

and P.merican teachers signed ito 

The latter pa:-t of !'I.arch a doctor arrived at Mijuro and told Naef! th.37 

would have to get about 100 blood. SaI)lples from ttr!.expos~ Ms.rshallese to usa 

as a yardstick in treatment of the lJ..njurei/ expos~ nativese 

,L'Neas said the official bad no intention of giving the natives an 

explanation. He !'retested to the officialJ 

The medical group B-"Tived April 5, met with the natives to give them an 

explanation Neas requested and the next day the samples were obtainado 

Three days before the medical group arrived, Neas held a weekly staff 

meeting with drpartment heads and Marsballese leaders. The question arose 

about sending a petition to the High C~mmissioner signed by both Trust 

Territory employees and l>E.rshallese. 

(more) 
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Neas said he thought this was imp~oper, but told the Americans ii' they 

wanted they should \.II'ite individual letters to Midkiff. He continueds 

"I, for one, did~ I wrote to the High Commissioner and noted the feeling 

of the people (about the H-bcmb). For instance 1 Me.rshallese said at the 

meeting 'W'nat are you Americans trying to do? Open up the gates of Hell?' 

I could tell that there vra.s resentment and fear." 

Heine was on a Trust Territory ship at Kwajalein the day of the hydrogen 

explosion, He said: 

"We sa,,,· the flash f~.rst.. It shook the ship. Water around the ship seem9d 

to shake., There were several explosions that went wham wha.mo 11 

The BB.liie day the ship pu.J2ed. out and e...".Tived the n~;ct dP.y at Utirik. 

11We were met by many canoes 3 
11 He::...'"le added. ''The first question they 

a sked was 1 Is there war one 1 

HThe people said they saw something like flames or shooting stars but 

too lcw to be shooting stars. Tlley said children cried ar.d hid in the br.usn~. u 

Hei:ie said tl:.at on the way back to Majuro he bega.I! world.ng on the idea 

of a protestc He d~.d not learn l:lltil his arrival at Ms.juro that the 2 atolls 

had been contruninated~ 

Heine end other members of the Holdover Committee began work immediately~ 

On April 5 Neas met with the Mlrshallese to disc~ss a copra tax~ After he 

had left, Hei..'"19 said, he told the 1-m'sha.lleee to re;:nain in Majuro and they 

finalized plans for the petition. 

"we are a small people -- only ll,000 of us, 11 he said. "and the only way 

to get people to -pt,.y attention is when we call loud." 

(more) 
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"We !'elt the Amerii::an people were bound to hear about it (the petition). 

We have faith they (Ameriae.ns) ~-11 do something about it. 11 

Last year the United States sent 2 ~arsballese to the United N~tions. 

This year, Heine said, the St~te Department said there were no funds for such 

a trip. 

I-:e commented: 

"It is our desire to have a representa.tive there. It would be achrants.geous 

to the United States especiaD.y if Russia accuses A:JJ.ar.:.ca of using ou:- people 

like guinea;:.gs for expe!'iments., Who could say it isn 1t so. After all we 

are an ally and not an enemy. 11 .[But apparently they think these naive paople 

might cause e~barrassmento~? 

Last year Hrs. Dorothy Ka.bu.a was present with Heine d'..ll'i.ng the in.;.:.erview. 

others wer2 Atlan Anien, speake:- of t!:e .Asse!llZJly, and f.abua Kabua., president 

cf the House of JROJI (Lords)e 

The Y.arshallese are practical people~ They recognize that the nuclear 

tests might have to 0onti.."lueo If this is the case} said lleine, 11 our. peti ticn 

outli..-ies sa ti sf acto!'y al te!'na ti vss .. 11 

- 30 -
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Kwajalein, May 30 (AP). The United States pulled all stops in giving 

aid to 236 Marsballese sprinkled by radioactive ash from the March l hydrogen 

test. 

' 
For neerly 10 days I have had a free ha~d at Kwajalein and Majuro in 

talking to injured Marshallese, their leaders, military men and Joint Task 

Force Seven :pe:·rsonnel which ran the hydroge:::i tests tl:is year. 

There has been no pressure or coercion on myself or the people I 

interviewed. All spoke frankly. I came away with this opinion: 

The AEC) the Joint Task Force, the Trust T~~itory end the Kwajalein 

Naval Air Station under comm.a=.d of Rear Ad:!:n:!.ral E. S. Clarke C.id a n:agnifi-

cent job in meeting this unforeseen near tragedy. 

The question arises why wasn't this possibil!ty fc:-eseen. Actually i.t 

·was, and. was quickly detected. T-.,.,.o things ccntrib:.ite.i to the i::icide?:Lt. 

First, as AEC ChaiI'!!!an Lewis L. Strauss announced the "detonation was lergei· 

than eY.pected." It spreed oYer a much wider area as res-:.il.t. Even this would 

have ceused no trouble but a sudden unforeseen s~ift in high altitude winds 

carried it over three i~"lha~ited islands. 

Since the M~r:h l de~onaticn, the AEC has annou.~ced two additionsl tests. 

The AEC and Department of Defense ann.ounced on Y~y 13 that the 1954 tests 

were concluded. 

(On subsequent shots irl the test serie'S? Afte= the March 1 shot ther~ 

was no significant. fa:l-out on inhabited areas. /OCcurred-:-/ The March 1 
~- -- --
fall-out necessitated the evacuation of eighty-two Rongelep natives, 

§.o had the most serious bvrn!:;7 cf whom. about 45 had superficial skin 

burns, 154 from Utirj.k and 28 U.S. military per&onnel from Rongerik. There 

were no deaths and none of the people will die from the experience, one 

(more) 
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officer told me. Major General P. W. Clarkson, Joint Task Force Com:;iander, 

/Clarksor;J got his first tip that scmething had gone awry from weathermen 

on the nig!:rt of March 1. The next day planes landed at Bongelap a!l.d Utirik 

and scientists decided that natives end military personnel should bs evacuated 

immediately. High speed destroyerswent into action and evacuated all the 

people. Tl:-e evacuation was completed in two days and the affected people 

were en Kwajalein receiving medical assistance. 

~ top ;Naval Medical Research Institute? military medical team ~r!? 

was flown to Kwajalein from ~thesda, Marylsnd-:J the United States. They 

arrived here March 10. The medical unit retu..""!led to the U.S. from Kwajalein 

early in May when it became evident that all exposed natives and U.S. 

persormel would recover without serious consequences. Tne Am.e~icans were 

transferred to Tripler Arrr.y Hospital in Ronolulu and since t~ey have been 

returned to the U.S. to duty with their parent organization. 

The decision to allow the Utirik people to return to their island 

immediately and the need to find a temporary home for the Ro:::igelap people for 

one year was made in April. A survey party visited the two Atolls. It 

consisted of representatives from Joint Task Force Seven; CO!Ilm.B.nder in 

Chief, Pacific Felset; Righ Commissioner, Trust Territory of Pa.ci:f'ic Isl~nds; 

the Atomic Energy Commission E~gineer Contractors (Holmes & Narver) and t~e 

native Magistrates of Rongelap and Utirik. The Utirik people will be fu...-:iished 

adequate water and food supplies by the U.S. For the next year the Rongele~ 

.people will live on Ejit in the Majuro Atoll. They will lea•:e for their new 

homes the first week in June. 

The AEC contractors have constructed an entirely new village of 27 

buildings. There will be 16 homes with an over-&11 measu:-ement of 16 by 32. 

(!:lore) 
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when it was determined th.are were no serious injuries among them, 

moved to Ebeye, a small island connected with Kvajalein by a reef. I 

watched them prepare to leave for their home. They had been living in a 

tent city. They were taking it ba.ck ~1th them on the LST 1157• 

The natives and their personal belongings were brought to the LST by 

landing craft. As they were walking to it from the smaller craft, a salty 

boatswain mate barked: "All right, let's get some swabbies cut there to 

help these old folks." The sailors swarmed onto the smaller vessel and 

literally carried aboard some of the aged, feebler natives. Aboard already 

was nearly 100 tons of cargo for the Utirik nati~es to take home. 

The na~ives were assigned living quarters in one portion of the ship. 

Travelling with them were Jack Tobin, Marshallese speaking anthropologist 

for the Trust Territory; Dr. S. H. Riesenberg, staff aLthropologist liho 

is on leave from the University of Eawaii; and Marion Wilds, District 

Administrator Representative for the Trust Territory on Ebeye. 

Lt. Co~dr. Richard S. Scott, Jr., skipper of the LST had arranged for 

hiv o-wn ship's cool~s to feed the natives during their probable two or three 

day stay aboard ship. The natives, he said, would use the crews mess hall 

and would in addition to what the crew was fed have sUfficient fish and 

rice, two main items in the Marshallese diet. 

Unloading the 100 tons of cargo was going to present a problem. The 

Utirik lagoon is studded with coral heads, ~aking it unsafe for a ship 

that size to enter. Lt. Comdr. Joseph W. Tilford, executive officer, said 

the cargo would be loaded in small boats and then taken on a seven mile run 

to their home island •. 

(more) 
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"Even t.here,"·.he sai.d, "we have problems. We can't get the boats any 

closer than 35 yards of the beach. We will have to use block ~nd tackle 

and winch tile stuf'f out of the boats," 

Before the natives will be put ashore the ship will send a team of 

sailors ashore to make sure it is safe. 

When the natives pulled out they left behind dogs, pigs, end chickens. 

Trust Territory and military people who have visited the islando since say that 

the dogs have kiJ..led off the chickens and reverted to the wolf. 

They figure th~t starvation probably has caused a war between the 

hungry dogs and pigs. All will be destroyec as a saf'ety precaution. 

The li\restock later will be replaced by the /AF,c7 Jo!nt Task F~rce. 
. - -

Before it returns to Kwajalein the I.ST will go to Rongelap. There it 

will let 13 ::iatives go ashore to recover sC!!i.e personal property. The LST 

also vill pick up two schooners belonging to the Rongelap people ani 

transport them to Ejit. 

A:f'ter talking to.the Mar3hallese I feel that they are not as concerned 

with the explosions as they are that the tests might force them to lose 

their heme lagoons. The fate of the Bikinians, evicted in 1946 and now 

on isolated Kili, stands like a ghost over these people. 

Find a solution to their lot and what dissension has risen here 

against the tests will disappear. The Marshallese like Americans, believe 

me. 

- 30 -
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Kwajaleill, May 29 (AP). The 82 Rongelap natives showered. by rad.ioactive 

ash from the March 1 hydrogen bo:nb explosion call them.selves "the poisoned 

paople." ~ 30-year-cld leader of the Rongelap people said the 

radioactive ash rained. do·.m on his people for 24 :::iours. "It looked like 

salt," he said in an interview. "It came down like a light rain. You could 

feel it strike your slcin. It burned when it touched." Unlike the people 

of Utirik who thought a war had started said his people knew what 

had taken place. He explained "I have seen (explosions) many times before," 

The March 1 ezplosion he said was the biggest he :h.e.d ever witnessed. Aslrnd 

to describe ..... :iat he saw he said tb1'ouf;h a n!ltive interpreter: "Firsc, saw 

light then tae stnoke. Smoke went up up and right through clouds. Letar 

heard end felt blast. Wind. so strong some people fell dcwn. It banged 

doo:.cs." I talked to Lnd o~her Rongelap natives in the Mess Hall 

they ere ~sing here on Kwajalein until they are taken to Ejit in the Majuro 

A~oll. They will re~ain at Ejit for 1 year until thei~ home Atoll is 

safe. The /Atomic Energy Commiss10Ii7 Joint Task Force is building a com-

plete::i.y new village for them at Ejit. Tlle Marshallese are very frie:::::id.ly 

people. When I arrived at the Mess Hall everyone there from pre-school 

ege children to old women -- came over and shook hands. 

Sitting acro~s the table f~om me was 12-year-old 

giggled and talkea thro~ghout the interview. The Marshallese people a~e 

r::ovie fans :;aid her favori-ce actor was Joe Louis. "He knows lot 

of boxing. I like fight." Hillbilly and Hawaiian music, they said, were 

their favorites. Western movies also are tops ~~th them. One old timer said 

of movies: "Like boom boom berrer kiss kiss." In talking to the Rongelap 

people ycu could not help but feel a certain amount of sadness among them. 

(mo!'e) PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 
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Asked how the people felt about being moved to another AtollJ 

"They do not feel good about it; Fear may h.9.ve fc.te of :Bikini." T"ne 

Bikini people have been moved from 1sland to island are now on isolated 

Kili. Eve~yone I have talked to say the Bikinians are extremely unheppy 

about thei~ loss, {Ei.1 but ltf] Of the 82 Rongelap people some 45 ~1.4.ffered 

~me ;injury from thf:l radioactive burns. ,lash.:..7 Many (Of th~ burnS/' were 

only slight. That more serious injury did not occur was largely due to the 

work of 29-year-old __ the Ro~gelap medical aide. said the next 

morning he noticed that "the fresh water in containers outsi:ie tu.-ned yell~v-

bright yellow. (Eds Note: Such colorations are :::ot caused by radios:::tivity.) 

I told peop:..e ~at to use. " 

A seaplane landed at the Atoll the second day after the blast and the 

next day a destroyer arrived at "':he scene to evacuate the people. "We started 

t1:1.king showers then," said. said there was no panic although 

"Scme were frightened. By night children were crying. Many (adults) were 

sick," It was /about 77 ~ days after the exposure th.at some natives 

began losing their hair. I saw several who had. Nearly all of them were 

c;etting their hair back. One fellow wore a red and ~hite baseball cap 

continuous~y. a Marshallese nurse from Majuro who was acti~ 

as interprete:-, confided: "He lest all his hair." AskeC. how his people :!'clt 

about their ezperience, --~ pa-.:.sed and then very solenmly replied: "There i::: 

a~ger among some people. I think it will disappear if we get back home. 

They t:rust the Pmerican people. I like American people." The Rongelap leader 

said that his people had been well taken care of since their ar:-ival. They !:ave 

had all the food, clothing, metical car.e and ente:-tainment they need. Jabwe 

at this point said, "I want to thank the Americans for the imme~ate care they 

gave us." 

(more) PRlVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED 
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Nurse said "Almost all the people are cured." I did see one 

39-year-old r who still had a bad radioactive btL"'"n on the back 

of his righ"t; ear. It was a livid red. He said it "burned and itcl:ed." contin-

uously; Time was fishing in a canoe when the fall-out occurred. ·Thirteen 
. 

Rongelap men left yesterday aboard an LST vith the Utirik people. They will 

go to Rongelap to recover some possessions left behind. The first will return 

to Kwajalei!: and then the LST will return to Kwajalein and then take the 

entire group to Ejit. I asked the and his fS!"OUp if there was any 

message he or any of his people would like to send to the American people. 

Anjin ~hought for a lcng time and said LO. But 38-yecr-old 

spoke up ir: 11.arshallese a!ld said: "Please tell them not to do the same 

thing again -- throw the bomb. We didn't do anything wrong. We didn't 

hurt t::iem." As I got up to leav'3, ea:h of the natives present cam-:i ever 

and shook hands. 

- 30 -
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M:l.juro, Marshall Islands, 113.y 29 (AP) - Two :Viarshallese school teachers 

were the chief drafters of a petition to th9 uN co~laining ebou't hydrogen 

bomb experint8~ts in their home1!3.nd. The pair, Dt..r' ghl , ·~d.llP. and AtJ.c.!J .P..IU rm> 

emphatically deny a.r.y AIU.srican irno\."ingly assiste:i t.heme asorr..e did help but 

they did not !':now it, 11 Fieine said in an interview!> rrwe asked mnr..y questions 

of Americans. We asked. who one would write to and how it would b9 addressed 

':>l:t we C:.id not tell them t,:hat we were going to doc We also read UN pamphl-st.s 

and saw how petitions ar.ipearing in them were worded., 11 He.:::~ said twc .Americans 

saw a..'1 ea:-ly d.!·aft of thG patition but it ca=::-ied no headingn He said ans, 

Keith Sil:i th, kneri~e.n mnager for I'13.rsb.allese Tra::.::..ng Com?E.DY 1 said '"J'no wrote 

it? It is bea"L:.tifully written. 11 11It taxed me and Atlan to \..Tite it, 11 Heine 

continued. 1'1/e worked every day for nearly a month. We ,.;ould me9t with othe:-

1-2.rshal:::ise and. put down t.:O.e:i.r ideas.. Then we would :make a ro·c-..g.h &.·aft., I 

thought we had too m2.ny dangers in it~ So I looke~ tb:?:-01.:gh th:i dictionary 

and desided on let!:alc. I 3.lso found word circ:.mrv~mt as a subs:.itute for - ·· 

prevente n HeL\P, \..'hose grandfather was German, is bigger than most !13.:'shalleseo 

He is 35 yee:s old: has dark skin and bushy hair. He is superin:.ende:ut cf the 

!19.rshall Island schools. 

He)nP. probably is one of the best educated Ms.rshalleseo He is the 

spokes~n between the people and Ame::-icans. f.:Bi.lP st~ted school in 1928 at 

the Prctes-tant Jesuit Mission Sc.'iool.. In 1936 he went to a mission ju..::io::.· 

high at Kusaie. Hhen the Americans moved into the It.a.rshalls du:-ing Wo:::ld 

War II he worked for the u~s,, Navy as a guide and interpreter. Between 1948 

and 1950 he attended the University of Hawaii in Honolulu~ Last year he 

travelled for 3 months in New Zealand, Samoa and Fiji on a UNESCO fellowshipo 

(more) 
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fu.h:: has a s~nse of humor and timingo He told this sto::::-y of an A!ne::':!..can 

Congreso:::nan i:ho visited Mljuro ar:d spoke to the people. He related: "I was 

interpretingo The Congressman threw his arms out and said we are a Christian 

~ople. You are a Christian peopleo We want to save the world from Communism. 

We do not \..'9.!lt you people to slip !Jehind the Iron Curtain. 11 When I said Iron 

~..irtain the M'll'shallese looked at each and whispered I=on Curtain, What is 

that I was really stt:.ck for explaining ita The word C::imunism mGans nothing 

to the reople Q ! now usB the wo:.'.'d Russia fo!' Com;:u.nisn:~ 11For instsnce 

during your ~rr.ith Act trials I!d say R~ssia explain that these people were 

trying to steal secrets from American and give them to Russia .• 11 

Present 1:i th i "'":..r.E' a:!d ki: .·-:: were Kabuakabua, district j11dge and 

p~esident o~ the House of J30JI, and Dcro Sykabua, Queen of the }ajtu~c Atcll 

n.:1d member of the Souse of IROJio They gave the impression tl::::i.t they i:ere 

as concerned over the loss of land as they were about the hydrogen tests. 

L .. :.c1 t.b\r r;abt:.s) 55-year-old mother cf 4 sons, is a daughtar-in-law of a l&te 

c:.U.ef cf the B~:d.n~ peoplea He~ne said that the B~kini people had r.evcr bae~ 

paid for the Lagoono Asked how r:~ch she would estimate the Lagcon was wo7th, 

Dorothy Ka.bua replied in Marshallese. Heine tried to give a literal. · repl..vo 

She said, "He.rd estimate.. Isl£.nds grow coconuts, bread fruit. The reef ha~ 

fish. The island home for birds.., Money spe:1t use u.p gone. lagoon gives !n!:..."l;y, 

many yea;:-s life~" Dorothy Kabua went to the U.N. last yearo She is a short 

stod:y woman, wears glasses and at the time I was talking to her was wearing 

a light print dresso Asked of her tr:.p to New York she said she went to a 

3-D movie. "It was a picture of a boatc It looked like it wns coming out on 

us. It bounced up and down so much I got sea.sick and had to leave," she 

(mc:-e) 
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releted ~d then laughed heartily. 

Heine, whose parents and g'!'s.ndparents were killed by the Japanese, said 

11.We (Mlrshallase) like the Amei·::..cans. We petitioned Congress with 2,000 IlBJ:leS 

to have you (U.S.,) stay here~" If·Heine or his~ ,!!Orde~s have e.ny reg!'et 

about the p~tition sent to the U.N, it is that it might bommerang and ~t 

the trust te:-ri tory people. ''There was a reason we did uot have Americans 

in on the pAtiticn.i They are very nice, We did not war.t them to get in 

trouble," he explained, Later Heine came to me and said: "~e want 

IVr. (V.ia.yns:.·.1) ~Jeas (Acting District Administrator) to be District Administrator, 

Ii' in any way our petition implies lack of confidence in him or the Trust 

Terri to!'y Government say that it is not not so. 11 Heine said that 11E·;eryone 

(.~ericans in the Yarshal.ls) sympathize with us. They felt a responsibility 

fer what happened,. 11 That is the concensus of what I found in talking to the 

Americans on the island. Neas, in co:nmenting on the accident, said: "I 

belie7e officials of the nuclear tests should have given adequate and timely 

inf'ornaticn to tha natives so they could protect themsel7es. To my knowletlg~ 

this was r.ot done." 

Bob L. Omis, missionary for the American Board of Commissioners of Foreign 

~..!.ssion, Bosto~, is on 111.juro translating the Bib:e for the deeply religio~s 

Marsha.llese. He mac;.e this co!llIIlent on the petiticn: 11 I think I approve it., 

Dwight (Heine) is smarto It was a sensible way to handle it as it did not 

involve (U.So) Government peoplee It will help the people here get nationa.l 

consciousness. 11 Doctor Dunham Kirkham of Avo~a, Ne·.r York, a former Army 

doctor and now the Trust Territory doctor for the Mlrshall Islands, said of 

the incident: 11 It 1s tough on these peopleo They seem a little distrustful 

of our pro:niseso They are thinking of Bikini. 11 Another Trust Territory 

(Jiore) 
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official who asked that his name not be used said "They ire taking a damn dim 

view or being yanked from one ieland to another. 11 There seemed to be some 

concern among the Americans that they too had been kept in-the dark about the 

explosions" Cn.e woman said that nearly eve-ry American receiv8d inquiries about 

their welfare after announcement of' the explosiono She said her son wrote: 

"What 1s going on out there? I don 1t want radioactive parentsl)" 

-30-

/? 


