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Dear Mr. Strauss:

I wish to call your attention to the Tact that certain sjuestions
concerning the effects of the recent thermonuclear weapons tests
corducted at the Pacific Proving Grounds in the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands may be raised in the United Nations Trusteeship Council
in July when it examines the admimistration of the Trust Territory.’
Normally the proceedings of the Councll do not attract much publicity.
It is probable, however, that the U,3.3.R., and possibly one or two
other Members of the Council, such as iIndia and 5yria, will criticize
the United States for testing such destructive wearons in a trust
ter~itory, in which svent the press mizht give the matter considerable
attention.

The Trusteeship Council, whicn is composed of twelve members
(Australia, R2elgium, China, i 3alvador, France, Haiti, India, Yew
Zealand, Syria, United Xingdom, United 3tates, and the TSSR) conducts
a detailed study annually of developments in each trust territory.
This annual examination is a feature of the Internmational Trusteeship
System established by Chaoters XII and ZIII of the United Nations
Charter, It was under the provisions of these Chapters and more spe=
cifically the terms of the Trusteeship Agreement approved by the
Security Council on April 2, 1947 and by the President on July 18, 19L7,
that the United States undertock the administrstion of the TPrust
Territory.

The Trust Territory of the Pacific [slands differs rom other trust
territories in that it has been designated a strategic ar=sa. According
to Article 83(1) of the Charter, the 3Security Council is %o exercise all
functions of the Jnited Nations relating to such areas. However, the
Security Council has, pursuant to section 3 of that Article, availed
itself ol the assistance of the Trusteeship Council in performing those
functions of the Umited Nations under the Trusteeship System relating to
poltical, economic, social, and educational matters in strategic areas.
Thus, the Trusteeship Council has a legitimate interest in the effects
of the recent tests on the manner in which the United States'is carrying
out its inoternationel obligations with respect to the welfare of the

inhabitants
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inhabitants of the Territory.

Under these circumstances it is desirable to anticivate as Zar as
possible nuestions that may arise at the Fourteenth Session of the
Trusteeship Council, which convenes on June 2, and to collect and prepare
material for use in mswering and Zorestalling such juestions. In this
way the Trnited 3tates Representative will be better prepared to allay
the possible concern of any members of the Trusteeship Council and o
minimize the propagzanda advantages which the U.35.3.R. na7 3eek to derive
from this situation.

There is attached a 1list of suestions sugzgestive of the type that
may be asked by Trusteeship Council members. The answers to some of
these questions can he found in your statement of March 31. I will be
graterul for any additional information or suggestions which wmight
assist the Jepartment of 3tate in its oreparations for the Fourteenth
Session of the Trusteeship Ceouncil. Mr. Zenjamin Gerig, Director of
the 0fZice or Dependent Area Affairs in the Department is in charge of
these oreparations, and will be glad to discuss the matter “urther
with your office,

Sincerely rours,

David McK. Key
aAssistant Secretary

Anclosure:

List of pessible questions.
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List of Possible “uestions

Those -uestions marked hy asterisks are wholly or partially answered
by materials available in the {iles of the Decpartment and in the statements
made by Admiral Strauss and Ambassador Alllson,

1.

2e

3e

Why were arsas Within the Trust Territory closen for testing

purposes?#

Doces the dministering juthority feel satisfied that there will

be no long-run affects on the inhatitants, either physical or

psychological, from these siormously destructive devices?

Hovement of peoples

(a) Jere any inharited ar=as in the estinated danger zons? IF
so, what -rovision was ~ade [or the avacuation of the
inhabitants? Will any 3uch evacuation be temporary or
sermanert? In 23ither case, what arrancements have been
made Cor Lhe wellwre 57 the evacuees?

(o) D2id the actual danger zone of any of the tests extend to
any inhabited area not within the astimated danger area?

£ 30, Was 1t necassary to evacuate any of them, temporarily
or permanently? hat arrangements were made for the welfare
of any such evacuees?

Jamages

{a; low much lard was destroyed?

() How much land was in any way damaced” ¥hat was the
extent am kind of damage?

(¢) “hat was the extemt of ssa area, including lacoons and
surrounding open sea, contaminated or otherwise affected?
What were the e7 ects? How lasting are they? Will any
areas ra-uire decontamination? Is there any way ol doing
this?

(d) How many persons were injured? How many were indigenous
inhablitants? “What steps were talen to trest and otherwise
assist them? What i3 their present cordition?

Compensation

(a) Was the land arca which was destroyed or rendered useless

gﬁ of any agricultural or economic value and, if so, does the

**"  Administering Authority plan to compensate the owners or
ugers? How?

(b) If
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{») I there was damage to 2any >roverty outside the test area,
are there any »lans to compensate the owners or users? How?
(¢) ™c the oxtent thait marine 1ifs (an important source of Iood)
was contaminated, has any compensation or assistance to the

inhanitamts a’’zcted been undertaken or planned?

(d) ¥Was any compensation made Jor injuries sustained by indigenous

inhatitants?
“hat %Xind of advancz nwtification was zlven? Was it azdesuate Yo
Warn ail shivping and airerazd wnich night snter the r2a?

Is the ‘dministering Aut ority contemplating further Ti=bamb
axperixentation in this area, ard, if so, what steps are
contemplated %o orovide aderuste safeguards for inhabitants
or sther serscns who mi~ht ne 1fZacted -y "Fall out" rxiio-
active aaterial at an 2ven -reater distance than before?

1t iz possible that -uestions concerning the international oblizations

of the

Jriwed 3tates may alsc e asked. The Tepartment of 3tate is

srevaring angwars %o juestions af this Ype, of whaich the following are

examples,

3e

<3 not the testing of such destructive devices incompatible with
the obligaticns of e Jnited >tates under the Trusteeship
Agreenent and Yhe Tharter?

~n 7iew oi the Fact *thst the idministering ‘'uthority is not
soverelrn in the Trust Territory, Ty what legal ~ight nay the
Jdministering Authority destroy pertions of such territory?

Joes the idministering iuthority Jeel that it 1s justilied in
experimenting in the Tmigt Territory wlth weavpons which it
cannot comtrol with any certaimty?

What authority does the mited 3tates have for closing large
areas oI the ocean “or these tests?

24d any notification include the IN? Was any kind of UN aporoval
deemed necessary, sousht, or obtained? Presuning there is a
right %o close large danger areas of this kind, does this right
include the right to comtaminate intermational waters amd
marine 1ife?s
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