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FEDERAL CIVIL DEFENSE ADMINISTRATION 

WASHING.I ON 25. D. C. 

MEMORANDUM TO: Elmer B. :.itaats, }<;xe:·utive Jfficei 
Operations Coordinatin1; B:)ad 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

John A. De•.:hant, Director of J,ublic Af'faj r:. 
Federal Ci ·Til i.Jefense Administrat, or. 

Proposed ~) J,atc'llent in ·\adioacti ve Fr1.d -.. t:t.. 

As you know, the Armed For~es ov'cial .·/eapons '.'ro,'ec't 11m1 t w fli:,: 
have been enr;aged. in the p8.st sc ·.reraj_ :nont:1s :Ln evaluatinc lata :1. 
radioactive fall-out colle ._,te:! c: lrl ng tests of therm:]nucl eci r weap< ·ns 
in the Pacific. Their fin tings ·mve been mad'-' avaiiac et, ·• 
Agency for civil defense r: _anr.ii_,, i •t.trp ise s, 

Because of garbled reports an" '' oec ulation in tile pre Gs ar i 3, r< fnw1 
the Japanese fishermen inc.'..dent _;_twt spring, we have been r··~1·catec1.c:; 

urged by Staie and local civil defense riirectors t. make tile facts m 
fall-out available to them 1'1 order t'1at tney may be able t : : .Lare 

appropriate defense tactic ; i~ n1eJ r c• immuni t:LN .. 

Both AFSWP and AEC have clearei .Jertai·1 portionD ,,f trH fa~,- 1't 
data for FCDA planning pur;XJses. • '.l. !.'. Special Study · ;r: •UJ '•' 
Statement of the Problem.) ·i1e are nc)w in the pro"eGs •f c:10<·1":Ln1_· 
with them a revised '.iraft 11' th~'' nate !'ial wh.-cit tne A 1"1i ni it,r1' t) 
proposes to review with t:1 · State ,. i vi.L defense rl ~rect n , ', f1 

confidential basis, at the:r fort'.1c-minr meetinf; .,n :·1:,cf11· 
September 28 throuc;h 3c. ·1.r .. ·\11'1inL;trator'L: l•~t-cer ·.·:· ~,,. L., 
1954 to Lewis L. Straus~, . ..Ge ar: i L :mri.es :::. Wi.ls• n, ,, ' 

As a practical r:iatter .!.t wml. rnt be ;1oss.ible fr.:· •:iv1: 1e:·'-':.se 
directors to carry out eff·~cti VP ·iefensi ve meaE:ur·es at thE· ,,.,L 

level without adequate pubdc ur1•.lerstaniing of the· :'aLc -:. ut :·":;lem 
as a prelude to active par:.,icipatic n i:1 test exer:·i:ip1 

Equally important is that .-e rct,air. the con.fic:E'ncc· uf · 11E' ;.. r·. ~ar. 
people by r.>;oinf( tc t'.lem as prc::im].tly as possib:Le w· t1, ·., ~·,, :• .. ,. ·n 
all suet matters inv •l vine; t:ie Lr pc- rs011al safPt;,· fine· t, .E c. : te. 
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UNffASSlf 1[11 

For these reas·Jns we propus .. · ,.:. :t \~1l: _ _ : "c·_ .::t 

parts of the IT1-"1.teria1 beir:c :~: ~'.ics•·: ·,:,ti' :~,n:v, r< ct 

Chicago next week, (3ee at~actce ·,,.'.1~-t-"f.\,~-' ~; 1,e_.t"L C' 

We would appreciate it if y,~1 c~ .1 revLew <;_,:~i.· :1lll~r:: .. :i:-t 1 .i 
release with t'ie approrriat· sub•· r..ni :,t Les ,f' Uic· '"''"1 1. r. 
Coordinating Board at your ,•R.r. i•· ;t y :. :i l.Jl,, c, ,m·1·r,ie·r, ,, 

i.:nclosed are 30 copies of t·1e ::t1,v·rCEc 11t '.•y t, ,, ;,· .. r.. n,.,,,, "'" c.'1' 
State civil defense rlirectc "", \{'. i.ci. ~ :· transm .. ttc, : 1;: ,,,, · 

groW1d information. Alsc) e·tc_:._,:>f-' i 1~~E-' <r ~ Jt'ic:~ ~1;' '"' t.: _,:. 

release on th<" same r:ubject, w! i, " '' 1bmitte· f,· · , ,,, 
and suggestions. 

Mr. Spear anu '1r. Lyman w11 
Monday and will be availo.lil 
your associates. 

Detachments destroyed per 
telephone instructions i'rom 
Mr. Althaus 9/23/54 
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