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MEMORANDUM T0: IRlmer B, Staats, kxecutive Offices
Operations Coordinating; Board

FROM: John A. DeChant, Director of Public Affairs )
Federal Civil Defense Administrat:iou §

N
SUBJECT @ Proposed Statement on sadioactive Fail-out. A
"
S

As you know, the Armed For:es 5pecial Weapons Pro'ect ana tie AT
have been engaged in the past several wmonths in evaluating iatn or ™~
radicactive fall-out colle-ted curing tests of thermcnuclear weapons
in the Pacific, Their finiings nave been made availab.e t. *lLl0s

~
Agency for civil defense p.annins jurposes, é‘

N,
Because of garbled reportc ans epeculation In the press aris.ing from A
the Japanese filshermen incident iast spring, we have been rapeatec.y G
urged by Stateand local civil defense directors t¢ make the facts on N
fall-out available to them in orler that tney may be able t:> 1.an N
appropriate defense tactics ir their communitiles. —

Both AFSWP and AEC have cleared :ertain portions «f tne fa.i- ut
data for FCDA planning purposes. i7,k, Special Study “rouy s
Statement of the Problem.) ¥e are now in the process f cu2cking
with them & revised draft f thisz material which tne Administrato:
proposes to review with tn: State civi. defense direct re, uu
confidential basis, at their fortheoming meeting in Cnicar
September 28 through 3C. 7i,E. Administrator's letter o a2 . [
1954 to Lewls L. Strause, .l ani (aaries Z. Wilson, ol

As a practical matter it wiul: nnt be possible for civil defense
directors to carry out effective defensive measures at the . ou.
level without adequate pub.ic understanding of the fali-cut rrovlem
as a prelude to active participaticn in test exernrises

Equelly important is that we retair the confinence of .ne A2er. carn

I ,ua people by going tc taem as promptly as possible wiothi (e ©n:.e on ! +;5v;
: w! A all such matters invoelving tnel: personal safety anc the ¢,/ . ie- ; mé[
- BY fense of the Nation. 7
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For these reasons we propos. - wiwe v omblic ceooroe o e
parts of the material being :ircusscel wiobh tate
Chicago next week. (Bee atteche: Tralft-"FAlL-:rl
We would appreciate it if y:u ¢~ it review tiuin mat :
release with the approrriats subc mnitties »f the neran. o
Coordinating Board at your —ar.iest plosible comvenience.

Lnclosed are 30 coples of tne ctevenent by tios jonunuotrate L Lo
State civil defense directo:x vileis ig transmatte . T i
ground information., Also e

Lis

1 wre 0 coples 0 by onores

L3¢
release on the same subject, wiir s silbmittec > 0 - comoneome
and suggestions.
Mr. Spear and Mr, Lyman wii. »+ . ashington fron el ooar 1 W
Monday and wiil be avaiiabl - % SEods e matter wotnoow o
your assoclates.
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Detachmente destroyed per
telephone instructions trom
Mr. Altheus 8/23/54
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