
0 

~ 
CJ: 
t!) 
H 
s: 
c 
I'll 
c: 
E:-1 

E:-1 
< 
0 
I'll 
u 
0 
0 
0 
ex: 
c. 
I'll 
(:': 

... . .__ 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

20 A'.lgust l.964 

MEMffiAND!JM FOR YR. BUTTON 

SUBJECT: Meeting at Atomio Energy Commission Regarding Propc1sed 
Press Re lease _ i~ r 

~~1.;,ltv'Gµ 
1. Mr. Helllep's meeting (soheduled for 16 minutes), hitting 

a snag or two, lasted for an hours and a half. Present were 
representatives of A.EC, USIA, the~eather Bureau, and myself, 
representing Defense !l.Od OCB. 

2. As expeoted, the purpose of the meeting was to chew over 
the proposed press atatelll9nt, copy attached, 

3. Two difficulties still exist on page 2 of the re lease. 
There were some objections from USIA on the paragraph indioated, 
on the grounds that it was a little weak. This paragraph will be 
redrafted by the ~eather Bureau people without the quotes and 
phrased somewhat differently. other more serious problems arose 
lrith regard to the indioated portion on page 3. Thia statement 
cannot b mad • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · · · · · • • • • • • • • • ' • · · · · · • . _ _ _ e e, ••••••••.••...••.• : : ; ; : : : : ; : ; : : : ; : ; : ; : : : : : : : : : : : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~: :~e:a~~~ =~JrL=.~= ~i;ie: Ui~ :1iL= ~~~;;~s:e: ~~; ;,;~~::: 
how get around this hooker, 

4. The Weather Bureau people are apparently already reluc:tant 
to make this statement on their 01r0, and would have preferred ll 

j o i t 'i th B .AEC t t t · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ..... • ... • . • :1 • .'. ~ ~ .. e.r •. ;'~'!~u.-••.. ~ _a_ _emen • • • : ; : : : ; : : : : : : : : : : ; ; : : : ·: : : ; . 

:: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : . ·~9: ~~ :~~ple, -h~;,~.;e·r:. ;;~~ 0s"u~~;~;f~l 
in persuading the Weather Bureau that the latter should make the 
release, based on the argument that a release ooming from AEC Jrould 
give the appearance of an alibi. 

6. I was assured by Mr. Heslep that this draft releaee hetd 
already bean cleared by Defense and the AEC. On that basis I 
raised no objection, !l.Od stated that as far as Defense and OCB were 
oonoerned. we would readily agree to whatever solution AEC !l.OC! the 
Weather Bureau could work out regarding the two points described 
above. 

6. Suggest you forward this draft release and the c C'py of' my 
memorench.lm to Pete Craig for his information. 

/ 

---~~>--1--!f-

'·, 

-,. 



~· 
'• 
i: 

--

llLJlireenoerg/ ctmh/ dvg 
Aug. 13, 1954 

In the Spring ot 1953 public attention vu focused on the 

unuaual number ot tornadoes. Man;r people attributed this weather 

anomaly to the NeTada teat aeri... On the other hand, 11tudy ot 

these tornadoee ha.a ab.own that there were relatively fever torna-

does in the regiOIUI in vh.ich the ataaic aloud Vlill located or in 

which radioactiTe dust bad fallen than in the rest of tlie country. 

It is not al.aimed that the ataaic cloud actually inhibited the 

tornadoee, but certainly a strong cue can be llllld.e against 8.Jl7 

causal relationahip. 

Thia Sprillg, the Atomic ll:nergy C09111liaa1on conducted a test 

aeriea at the Pacific ProviDg Ground - OTer 5,000 ail.es from the 

shores of the United Statea. A.I occ'Ul'll eTery year, there baTe 

again been weather •nanaHea and acau.11ng !ingeni pointed at the 

dust produced by the explosion. This time, acme areas of the 

United States and certain foreign countries complained a·bout drougllt 

conditions vhile others felt that the atomic teats might have pro-

duced unuaually heavy ra1nfa.ll. '?he latest tests 1n the Paci!ic 

d.1f1'er from the previous NeT&da teats in nveral vays: :P'irst, 

more powerful bomba vere fired; second, the bombs were distonated 

over types at terrain different ma that of NevndaJ and third, the 

test location 'Vila thousand.a ot mile• from large land mas1Ses rather 

than v1 thin the United States. In the light 01' theae dUferences, 

it seems worth'11h1le to review what ve now know 11bout the effects at 
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the recent Pacific test aerie• an the weather. 

~Meteorologists of Joint Task 7orce SXVXN have an.al~d weather 

conditions following each of the explosions, and conclude: "Aaide 

from local increases in middl.e and high altitude oloud1.Da111 and poaaibly a 

fev induced shavers 1n the illned1ate area, there is no ev:Ldence that 

the Pacific teats produced ru::cy- noticeable effect on the weather at 
1u near the Pacific Proving Ground. Th.ere is no basis for believing 

hat these slight local di.sturbances in weather which axi13ted at the 

PPG during the test propagated outside the illl!lediate area." 

Ae e result of observations of the di.at from the Krakatoa 

volcanic explosion, which took place in the tropics in 18H3, and 

from observations of the upper air flov pattern, it is expected 

that the heaviest concentrationa or the du•t vil.l c1rcumnav16!1te 

the B].obe in the tropice with a1nor nortlnro.rd and southward excuraion11 

or the cloud and slow mixing toward the tempernte latitudes of both 

hemi11pheree. Inspection or raintal.l records 1n the tropics indicates 

no unusual !llllounts, although the year-to-year variability is ema1.l and 

abnormalities would readily stand out. There 1a no evidew::e or 

videapread hea~ tropical rainfall depleting the euppllea of 1D0iature 

for drought-stricken areas or the United Stntes or elsewherre. 

Turning next to the United Jtatea, a atudy or deposited radio-

active dust collected during the Spring or 1954 1rullcates that the 

United States asna vhole has had much less radioactive dust settle 
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on it than ve.a the case far the Spring ot 19'3 -- this in :spite 

of the fact that much more radioactirtty Y'all produced in t:b.e 

Pacific: test•. Observatiorus have shown that the debris di.s-

persed rapi~ throu8flout the tropics with incursions into the 

temperate lAtitudea ot both heaispherea. Only relatively light 

concentrations of debris occurred llVllY from the immediate vicinity 

of the 8%plo.1ona. 

Foreign countries have al.Bo bad their veather ananalles: 

Belov normal rainfall in Ge:nllllllY and northern :turope, f looda in 

the Danube be.ain, unusuali3" ra1lly nather in Japan, and ao forth. 

f 
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etat1one in the United Statea experienced approximately normal rain­

fall. 

'.':. If bomb debI"U affected the weather and il the debris bad played 

a measurable role in the precipitation proceaa as ia cl..ai:med by 

some, one might expect that weather forecasters vho vere not avare 

of the Pacific tests when their predictions vere made vould have 

produced poorer forecasts. On the contrary, hovever, there has been 

no departure during the Spring of 1954 h'om the normal expectations 

of accuracy in weather prediction which has been esUlblished in previous 
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torecuta. 11nall71 it is ditticult to aee hov du.at produced in 

the Southveat Pacific could aehatinly provide Jloatan vith 4~ 

ot ita normal May rail1tall, 79t gin parta at llev York staut, not 

more than 200 mile• a11&7, lea• than it• nonal. quota, or hov the 

dust can be b:i.a.d both tor producSug no rain in central Nev Mexico 

in April and l~ or normal in aoutheut llev Muico in the 1111111111 

period. 

Weather records show that it 1a J!ON!ll tar rainta.ll to be 

abnormal aOl!lellhere, whether or not A-bombs, 11-bomoba, or an;r o!ib.er 

kind ~ man-made explosion occ:ura. Ve c:an fiDd no erldenco to 

link thae weather abnannallti .. with atmdc n:plodons . 
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