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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSIOt\1 
Wf\.<-,HINGT',"I t'·. D 

TO: Elmer B. Staats, Executive Director 
Operations Coordinating Board 

FROM: P!t.ul F. Foster 
Special Assistant tr• the General M!nager 

SUBJECT 1 ANNOUNCEt-ENI' OF AEC CCEANCXlRAPHIC SURVEY IN PACIFIC 

Starting in late February, an oceanographic survey of the Pacific 
currentJ3has been carried on by the AEC, the Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography, and the University of Washington. The survey party has 
been aboard the u.s. Coast Guard cutter, TANEY, and has carded :m 

\ 

sampling of waters and plankton in the various currents of the facific r'-. 
north of the equator. 

The cruise Will conclude in Japan about the middle of this mcnth. 
To avoid exaggerated rumors about the findings of the survey as tc 
radioactivity, the Commission plans to issue ear:~v next week an 
armouncement giving general report on the cruise,, 

At the direction of Chairman Strauss I am sending copies of t.he 
announcement text approved at yesterday 1 s meeting of the Comr.iss ion. 
This should be issued no later than April 121 as the TANSY ir due t:J 
dock in Japan April 13. It will be greatly appreciated :r y '-' can 
obtain the comment of OCB members and provide it tc us by •l": • 'fondfly, 
April lL 
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Marine biologice.l surveys wb~ch have been carried er. by AEC a1d 

cooperating agencies for some year• in thP Marshall IBlands have r. )".i 

been extended to the major curren<;s of the Western Pe.cif~c. 

A teem of six scientists from the Atomic Energy Commissi :m, "the 

Scripps Institute of Oceanography, and the Ir.Atitute of A:;:ip:'..ied F'.sheries 

of the University of Washington is carrying en tr.e stuiies. ·~tev f.r" 

aboard the United States Coast Guard C.itter TANEY. The eiq:editi'.''. d<>-

parted from the West Coast of the Unit,.d States Februar) 26. 1°~' It 

has traversed wide reaches of the Equat,orial and North Equatcria::. c-·:rr,~r:ts 

and before the end of the expedi-·ion N: c r ahout April 5 ;;: .} t:- t"erse 

the Kurosh!a Cur!'ent east of Je.p1>,n. 

The scientists aboard the TANEY are ma.king measurements ac 'Hrio:..is 

depths of temperatures, current 'hara,~terist Les, sa .:.r;i :y, a;--,d "'.-r-; • racPS 

of rac:;.ioactivity, natural and incrodur·ed which re:r 1ie :our:s :.:; sea 

wate!'. They also are collecting :i;lant:tm; and other marine , i f 0 "r. '. are 

measuring these specimens for re:l.ioac•iv'.t:;. 

The p!'eli.J:'.i".lary survey date. C'f tre ;sroc.p of t'.w TANEY arp . ., nRi~ter:t 

with the finding;s cf Japanese scienti 0 ts on the cruise o:f tDe :::: r.·- .. ·~']l 

MARU in June 1954. The Japanes~ ex:i;e'.l.ition found ";hat res:'.~'.lai ·n:'\io·-

activity frc"l the test conductec: ::..n the Marshall Islands ir, +_r,e :pr:n1~ ::i" 

t. 
1954 continued to be detectable Sirce tter., this residua"- radi mc:tivi ty 

has greFltl:,· di:r::..nished in inten1; i ty : acc-crdance with t'1e n:cwr. .. ~ws ': 

radioactive decay and tJ:irough m: xing ·.:1th :..arge 1oh::!!ef' of ·he ,.,c, 

water, 
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The minute traces of radioac'·i"fit:· being found by the TANEY expe1i-

tion exist in proportions predicted by Jceanographers .. 'The act~vity is 

much smaller tha.J. any which would create l• heal th hazard 

It is expected that the data collected during thts ·cruisP 'w'i~ l 0 lear 

up a number of presently obscure pointf iL Qceanography. 'Th<> r:rP,BC>nce oJ 

traces of radioactivity from the .:ASTLE Bf'ries of testi; ! s be~ng :.:.. . ized 

in mapping the course and rate of flow )f the North Equa•,oria... ''Ur ~ 0nt. 

The expedition will follow these ·~a.terf; a~- long as it ts possib=.'7 :ri 

detect the identifying activity. Valuao.:..P ~nformation ~'.Jn<cerning t:1e 

depth of mixing of surface waters an'.i • ne rat 0 of turnclVPr : f the ieeper 

waters should result from these s~.udief-

Co=ander Albert J, Carpenter iE • ., co=and cf ~.be 'T, ~. c·,as· 

Guard Cutter TA1'EY and the member13 of H:e scienti:'ic team arn 9.' • ··"ows 

Dr. John H, Harley, Mr, Robe::-t Monie, Mr Rudolj)b Ar:ke:r, 5ea1 .i: and 

Safety Lf'.boratory, New York Opera·~ions ~f::' i ~e. U, '). Atorr.ir• Ene··~;:- "'l!l-

mission; Dr. Warren S, Wooster an:·. Mr. 'locer<:; Gilk2y" E:criprJ •:(f'til' 

grE'.phic L'1stH.ute; Dr. Allyn H. S•,ymom .nst tute of Aprl:.2:: F: r· ' , "B, 

Univers~ty of Washington. 
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