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Iall-gutdn.the United Siales

Followhg muclear detonstions, radicective debris 1s distrimuter »y norme.
sir cuwrrents over large aress, and with sufficiently semsitive insliuments may
be found to emcirole the globe, Bmall amounts vere deposited widel; ~wvear -he
United States during the Pacific tests and & some areaw repultet iz Lransitory
rises of the normal besckground radiastion ievels

Traseportation of the radioactive materials to the United States took omly
soversl days. Thus: scme of the pharter calif-life radicisotopes, suis e
Iodine 131 (8-day half life), wers still presen. in the fall=oui. &..hough the
ancunts vere bialogically insignificent, .% was possible, vy specisi - echaiques,
to denonstrate radiciodine in the thyroid glands end {p the urine 237 yrasing
animals. Extremely mimite quantities of (odine (% ware a.sc detestrr « ir tne
urine of same humans for a short time.

The radicactive isotopes to be found narmally ibp the body are potassima 4,
carbon 14 and redium 226, The radiopotessius and rediocarbon ars distrisutad
throughout the tissues while the radium iv aimost entiraly .ocatad ir "he sxaleion.
In addition to this internal irradiation, san is subjected Lo cosmic raym from
vithout and to the gamma ruys from redium in the poll. 7o this na’ura. W=
posure, the radiation from bomb products is added. The point o inte e L
terns of health lies not in the mere presence of radiocisctopes, 'mt 1. 'he
ancunts and more specifically in the quantity of ratiation domes deli ered ty
these radioisotopes. The levels of sotivity from fallecut, outside “..c ares
surrounding the Pacific Proving Crourds, have beepn far less thar any  equiret
to roduce detectable injury either fran the ~adiolsotopes witnir " is waxty
o from external radiation. .
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