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"L UNC'AoAS IN RESPONSE TO YOUR TWX REQUESTING INFORirtllTION FOR HIGH 

m~MISSIOr1ER \i. R. NORWOOD' WE HAVE CONTACTED A NU~BER OF PEOPLE IN TKE 

AIC Arm OTHER GOVF.RtJfitENl AGENCIES. A SUMfllARY or PERTINENT FACTS AND 

OPINIONS RELATIVE TO YOUR QUESTIONS ARE AS fOLtOWSt 

t. ON JUNE 30, 196tS 1 THE AEC TRANSFERRED POSSESSION OF THE PACIFIC 

PROVING GROUNDS, INCLUDING BIKINI ATO,LL 0 TO THE DEPARTMENT OF NAVY• 

LATER THE NAVY RELINQUISHED CONTROL OF PPG TO TM! AIR ,ORCE AS PART or 
THE "!:STr:PN TF.ST ?.AijGEe CURRENTLY THE AIR FORCE IS CONDUCTING CLASSI,IED 

ACTIVITIES IN TMAT AREA. IY YOU DESIRE DETAILS AS TO THE NATURE OF 
• 

THE ACTiiJI7IE5, YOU SHOUl.D DIRECT INQUIRIES TO TH£ AIR FORCE LIAISON 

OffICIR FOR THE YESTERN TEsT RAN13E WHO IS STATIONED IN HONOLULU. 

TKOUGM A NUMBER OF RADIOLOGIC~t SURVfYS AND BJOENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
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MVE BEEN CONDUCTED AT BIKINI SINCE THE LAST Ti:SY THERE, NONE VIRE 

SPECIFICALLY DIRECTED TO~ARD DETERMINING WHEN Tlik: ISLANDS COULD SI 

RIINKABIYED. IT IS TME OPINION OF DR. GORDON DUNNING, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, 

DOS, MQ, t~ND OTHERS THAT, AT PR!SEMT, TMERI SIMPLY IS NOT ENOUGH 

INFOR~ATION ABOUT ~lL FACITS OF THE RADIOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AT BIKI~I . 
TC ALLOV AUTHORITIES IW THE AEC TO COMSIDER REINMABITATION OF THE 

ISLANDS ON A COMPLETELY UNRESTRICTED BASIS. 

2~ IT IS TME OPINION &F MR o TKO MAS Fl.EM ING, CKIIF COUNSEL, NVOO t THAT 

AUTHORITY TO DISPOSE or THE ABANDONED VESSELS MUST BE DELEGATED BY DOD. 

AT THE PRESENT Ti!)IJE, TM[ LEVEL OF RADIOACTIVITY 1 IF ~NY, CONTAINED 

IN THI ABANDONED VESSELS IS NOT KNOWN. 

~.MAJOR GENERAL Ao w. OBERBECK~ COMMANDER, JTF•R, MAS RECENTLY 

SE~ A UTTER TO DASA ST.ATIMG JTF•B ~D ~ FURTHER REQUIR£"1INTS FOR 

TH£ YlATMER IRAD SAFE LEASE SITES ON THE ISLANDS l"INTIONED IN YOUR 

TWX. IT IS NOT KNOWN AT TKIS TIM! WHAT FURTHER NEED DASA MAY HAVE• 

nJRTHER INQUIRY CONCERNING THIS SUBJECT SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO 
1/ 

>l:ADQUARTIRS, DASA o END R£f OAOS :fDC 0 26e 
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