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Minutes of Meeting of the 
REGIONAL Ca.MITTEE FOR TERRITORIAL ASSISTANCE 

August 26, 1977 

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

Chairman Renda opened the first meeting of the cc:rmnitt~e by we1caning 
the members and giving a brief report on the genesis of the Ccmnittee. 
A discussion fo'l.'l.owed concerning the canparison of the :f'unctions of 
this committee with those of the Washington canmittee of Interagency 
Territoria'l. Assistance. It was pointed out that the primary purpose 
of the Washington camnittee is to provide coordination at the po1icy 
leve1 while the Regiona'l. committee wi11 be primarily responsib1e for 
coordination and .implementation of fie'l.d operations and programs. 

The Chairman a'l.so noted that the former TTPI/NMI transition subcommittee 
of the Western Federa'l. Regiona'l. Council (WFRC) has been or wil1 be 
abolished in view of the creation of our canmittee. We will, however, 
continue to work closely with WFRC on matters of mutua'l. concern. 

The Canmittee's attention was called to the fact that unlike the limited 
scope of the WFRC subcommittee, our camn.ittee wi1l cover federa'l. activities 
in all of the U.S. Pacific territories: American Samoa, Guam, and the 
Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands (including the Northern Mariana 
Is1ands). 

Committee members were introduced and those who had not previously 
received one were 1'urnished with a. copy of a basic briefing or reference 
book on the Pacific territories which was prepared by the Chai.rm.an. A 
1ist of attendees is attached. 

OBJECTIVES OF COMMITTEE 
" 

Genera'l. discussion concerning a definition of the committee objectives 
fo'l.lowed and the committee agreed that our objectives should be: 

l. Coordination of territoria'l. Federa'l. programs. 

2. Surface and resolve program related issues. 

3. Ef:fect·interagency exchange of data and infonnation of mutual 
interest or concern. 

4. Identify and establish proper channels of ccrnmunication and 
authority with the Pacific territories. 

5. Respond to requests for assistance from the territories. 
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6. Keep·the Interior Office of Territorial Affairs and the 
Washington Camnittee for Interagency Territorial Assistance 
advised concerning issues and problems. 

COMMIT!EE PROCEDURES 

The Canmittee discussed several alternative a.pproa.ches to a.ccanpllshing 
the above objectives. It was finally decided that we should set only 
tanpora.ry procedures a.t this time until we have obtained more infoma.tion 
as to the exact na.ture of the problems and issues with which we will be 
dealing. Accordingly, the Camnittee agreed to adopt the following 
temporary procedures: 

l. The best approach for dealing with specific problems appears 
to be the creation of subcamnittees which will permit the 
utilization of staff with subsequent recamnendations to·the 
cO!Illllittee; 

2. The Chairman will act as liaison with the office of Territorial 
Affairs and the Washington Camnittee; 

3. All camnittee members will immediately institute a procedure 
within their respective Departments wherein the Chaizman will 
be notified by carbon copy or otherwise of travel., programs, 
grants, and other matters dealing with the territories. The 
Chairman will effect subsequent distribution of such inf'onnation 
as appropriate; 

4. The Chai:rman emphasized that in order to be effective each 
camnittce member will. be expected, in most matters, to have 
broad authority to speak and make canmi tm.ents for the Depart­
ment or agency represented by the canmittee member; 

5. Initially, the camnittee will hol.d bi-monthl.y meetings unl.ess 
sooner call.ed by the Chaizman. 

ACTIONS BY CCMMITTEE 

Conroi.lation of Federal. Programs: 

It was agreed that a compilation of current active federal programs in the 
territories, as well as those authorized but not active, is essential for 
the Committee's future actions. In this regard, the Chairman informed the 
committee that Interior is under a Congressional mandate to make a compre­
hensive compilation of all Federal programs available to the territories. 
This compilation is to include: {l) what Federal programs are now avail-. 
able to each territory, including those in the Atlantic as well as the 
Pacific; (2) what programs would be of benefit to each territory if made 
available; (3) what changes or modifications of each program should be made 
to improve the effectiveness and operation of each program; and, (4) the 
estimated cost of each program!':-"''" 
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Interior has not yet determined how to a.ccanplish this request, by staff 
or contract. It will. be a.t least 6-8 months before it is canpleted. 

The Canmittee felt that we could not await the Interior report and that 
we should obtain such information as pertains to the Pacific territories 
as may be readily available without extensive research. The Chairman, 
therefore, designated a subcanmittee to obtain such data for the canmittee.· 

·Mr. Thanpson of EPA .was given the .chajz:manship of the subcamnittee which ... 
also included HEW and SBA. 

The Program Canpilation Subcamnittee was ·then instructed to prepare and 
distribute to committee members a-questionnaire seeking to obtain informa­
tion on current active programs as well. as inactive but authorized pro­
grams. The exact content of the questionnaire was left to the discretion 
of the subcommittee but they were directed to schedule their actions so 
that a report could be presented to the canmittee by its next meeting. 

Specific Problem Areas: 

Each committee member was requested to ctirect a. letter to the Chajnnan 
by October 17, 1977, identifying the major problem areas in their 
territorial programs which they bel.ieve should be addressed by the 
canmittee. 

Renert on Briefing of Wa&hington Canmittee: 

The Chairman gave a report on the August meeting of the Washington camnittee. 
He summarized the presentations by Interior officials and :furnished ..i.nf'orma­
tion on current activities concerning the territories. For infozmational 
purposes, a. copy of the presentation in Washington by Ms. Ruth G. Van Cleve, 
Director, Office of Territorial. Affairs, is attached. 

Contact with the Territories: 

The Committee discussed the question of how and when the committee should 
make contact with the territories to advise them of our existence and to 
open avenues of conununication. It was decided that we should firct of nll 
get our committee established and have a better idea of how we nrc to pro­
ceed· before we offer our assistance to the territories. Consequently, it 
was decided to devote our first few meetings to organizational. matters and 
to postpone extending invitations to territorial representatives until the 
first meeting of the caning calendar year. 

Next Meeting: 

The next meeting of the committee was scheduled for October 26, l.977, at 
10:00 a.m. in the Federal Building in San Francisco. The Chairman w.ill. 
obtain a conference roan and will advise the committee thereof, along 
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with a suggested agenda, prior to the meeting. (The roan has just been 
obtained; it will be the Park Service's conference roan, roan number 14217). 

The first meeting of the ccmmittee was adjourned. 
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List of Attendees 
REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR TERRITORIAL ASSISTANCE 

August 26, i9rr 

DEPAR™ENT OF THE IllTERIOR 

. : . Charles R. Renda, Chai man. 
Ralph G •. Mihan 

ACTION 

Patrick J. Twohig 

DEPAR'IMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Lowell Pannell 
Dennis Stewart 
Jack Boozer 

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

Tan Marker 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Mary Dee Beall 

COMMUNITY SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

Stan Allen 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

James E. Thompson 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

Tan Hannon 
Aki Nakao 

DEPAR'IMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 

None 

DEPAR'lMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOFMENT 

Calvin Lew 
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DEPAR'IMENT OF LABOR 

George A. Johnson 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Char.les R. Hertzberg 
Lawrence Wodarski 

DEPAR!MENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

LT. Dennis L. Bryant, USCG 

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 

Robert F. Wel.ch 
. .. - - - ----- - -

WESTERN FEDERAL REGIONAL COUNCIL 

Alan M. Raznick 
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