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RECORD OF SUPPI,WilTT:i.RY PRI!ES COHFERZNCI! 

FOR LONG IS LAND EDI TORS 

Fobru['.ry 28, 1947 

Purticipnnts: Dr. Lincoln R. Thicsmeyer .. Executive ; .. ssistc..nt to tho 
Director, Brockhnvcn Nutionnl Lo.borntory, Chairr.10.Il; 
Dr. Lyle B. Borst, Lender of the Pile Project, Brookhaven 
Nnticnnl Lo.borntory; Dr. M. Stnnloy Livingston, Louder 
of the Cyclotron Proj~ot, Brcckhuvon Nntionnl Lo.borntory; 
Hr. Lawrence R. Swo.rt, Chief of the Personnel Division, 
Brookhnven Nntiona.l Lnborntory; Hr. W. E. Kelley, 
l~cting i;.fu.nnger, i~ton:Lc Energy Cotmission, Mndison Squnrc 
Arca.; and GQ Ldvro.i"d Pundrn.y8 Public Rclc.tions Consultant 
for Brcckhnvcn No.tlonn.1 Luborc.tory. 
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PENDRAY: Since Dr. llorso nnd the Trustees have hcd tc lcnvo for their 

meeting, Dr. Lincoln R. Thiosmoyer, Executive :.ssistc.nt to tho Director, 

will servo us Chc.il'I!lun cf this portion 0f tho press crnfcrcnce. Dr. 

ThicsT:leyor. 

THIESIIBYER: Inasmuch ns the overnll purposes and gonerc.l plo.ns of tho 

Brockhc.ven Lo.borntc.ry h~ve been covered nt sc1:ie length in the session 

thc..t preceded this,, I believe it is unnocess:-.ry fer r.10 to r-.dd n.ny intro-

ductory cor.inents •. I.t thoroforc, \7Clcc::io your quosticns und will refer 

then tc r.tembers 8f cur stn.ff who have ronnined us n. p~nol to assist uc 

in c.nsworing then. 

QUESTION: Why doesn't tho Lo.bcra:tcry ncdify scnc r::f the b~rro.cks here 

nt the cntip to provide housing fer its staff? 

THISSllEYER: .1.i. plc.n for doing sc is under ccnsidorn.tion ut present. This 

is uincd, hoi.~cvor, ut providing only tonporury hcusing tc cane tho 

si tun. ticn until ::i1Jrc pcrno.nont housing is n.v:::.iln.ble, porhn.ps thrcugh n. 

ccnstruction prc:grc..n ·Cf s-;:-.o scrt in tho surrcunding cc·r:nunitics. Tho 
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Ln.bcrn.tcry is anxious, hcwcver, to a.void building ~ city hero nt the site. 

We wn.nt to convert this intc a university type cf ~tocspherc o.nd to 

encourage our staff tc find hcnes in the ncighbcring ccnounitics, just 

as they would around n large university. 

QUISTION: Is there g~ing tc be c.ny danger frcn rndicnctivity in the 

neighborhood? 

THIESMDYER: No. 

QUL'STION: Hasn't tco much been sn.id en this already? 

THI:ESMEYER: Ovcrenphn.sis is vrorso than ncthing o.t nll. But it certainly 

is not ru:iiss tc point out thn.t in the opornticns cf the Lab0rn.tcry vro 

expect to truce all the nocess::i.ry preco.uti::ms, not ~nly t:: protect our 

ovm. stn.ff, but n.11 the pccplo in the surrcunding territory. 

QUESTION: ~bn.t nrc tho possible dangers of r~dicnctivity to people? 

BORST: You hn.vo soon n.t Bikini v.iln.t enc might sn.y is n. possible dunger. 

Tho underwn.tor cxpl:::si::::n nt Bikini pr0duccd the r:io.xi:wun -- the nest difficult 

problen. J\t this lc.bcro.tory there wi 11 be no CVi.1po.r::tblo si tun. tic:n. 1"Te 

will confine all uctivo r..10.torials which a.re produced until ~e a.re nblo to 

dispose cf then without possibly injuring tho surrounding cc:r.t:lunitics. 

QUESTION: Will you stcre then? 

BORST: For n. considerable period. 

QUESTION: There is nc dnngor in thn.t? 

KELLEY: I would like tc n.dd n. word there. Dr. Borst frightened m.c when 

ho sturtod talking ubout Bikini. We a.re not den.ling here ~dth explosive 

na.toriuls. We a.re experir.icnting with ::i.11 types c·f rnn.terin.ls, but there is •--

QU::STION: All tho cleoonts will net be here thut were at Bikini? 

KELLEY: Not in the ferns needed in order tc cro~tc G.n explosion. 

QU:::STION: Is the pr::-duct ycu will r.nkc hero of n.n explosive no.ture? 
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KELLBl"': Ne, TIC a.re net playing vdth oxplosivcs. ·I wish the point hadn't 

come up. It is very rcn.ote frN1 tho vrnrk tc bo dcnc hero. 

BORST: Z:o c.rc doing fundo.oentc.l roson.rch. He arc pk..nnint; to uso c. 

nucloa.r ren.ctor (or pile) tho. t ccntains s enc ,- f the m terin.ls which 

under spccin.l precesses can be m::-.de intc: n. bcnb. ':fo n.ro net n~ing bonbs. · 

r.c arc not precessing nn.torin.ls in the r.nnnor nccossa.ry. '7':"c never ha.vc 

o.ny intention of doing so.· l~t On.k Ridge, n.t Hanford, r:a.shingtnn and 

n.t Chien.go ncrnn.l insurn.ncc rn.tcs prcvn.il. ":'o expect tho so.no to be true ., 

at Brcckhnven. This is not a huzn.rdcus occupation. 

QUESTION: The work wns conducted with ccnsidcrn.blo secrecy a.t On.k Ridge •. 

Thn.t would prevent tho infcrr.i..~ticn fron going to insurance ccBpn.nics. 

BORST: That is incorrect. Tho insurance ccnpa.nics ho.vo net chnngod 

their policy since the end cf tho wn.r. There is nc h~z~rdous cccupn.ticn 

connected with this ~~rk. 

QUISTION: Outside cf n.ny chcLtlcn.l ln.bcra.tcry? 

BORST; Net even n. chcnicn.l luborntcry. 

QUESTION: :-fill ycur wc:rk n.ffect rn.dio rccopticn in this ::i.ron? 

BORST: It Y1cn 1 t affect r:::.dio rccopticn. 

QUJ:STION: ~ill it n.ffcct tho nn.turnl drinking vmtcr? 

BORST: No sir. 

QU;::BTION: '::"ill it affect the fishing industry? 

BORST: No. 

QUESTION: ~ill it ·a.ffoct the n.griculturd industry? 

BORST: Ne. ~-:o a.re investigating all ~r those things. --:-c a.re goini; to 

spend n. lot cf r.i.cncy tc find cut safe ncthcds fer ha.ndling tho r.m.tcrio.ls. 

':'ic o.ssuro ycu that 'iW a.re -·-

QUESTION: :·iill there be any ccnscrship inpcscd here? 

~, . 
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BORST : Only ni li to.ry. 
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PENDRAY: Ycu mco.n only :en nn.ttors ~f o. r.ri.litnry nnturc. 

KELI.LY: Since sc :r:mch ,-:-f tho bo.sic inforrntfrn YiO.S dovclcpod during 

tho '70.r en tho U..·1n.ho.tt::i.n project, these pccplc hero ~Till neod n. lot of 

thut infomn.tion. It is still secret infcrnn.tinn. ',·;o will n'1ke it 

uvu.ilo.blo to them for their use. Thero will o.lwnys be censorship en 

those things. But n.s to what we a.re doing hero, I don't foresee a.ny 

censorship. 

QUI!STION: In lino with tho conference before -- arc there any nedico.l 

rosco.rch non on tho sto.ff? 

THIBSMEYTIR: Net us yet. There will be. ~e expect to ucti~te o. Depart-

r.iont cf Medical Rosco.rch. 

QU:CSTIONs Is the Carnegie Institution, Geld Sprint; Harbor, enc cf tho 

lo.bcro.torics 1'7orking with you en tho biclogic::.l c.nglcs? 

BORST; l.o ho.ve ulrco.dy ccnto.ctcd s0no cf tho biological institutions in 

tho vicinity. :~·o will ccnto.ct ncre of then. Cold Spring Hurbor, -:-;ccds 

Hole, tho Bureau r.f Fisheries n.t Now Lendon ~nd various ether institutions 

will be invi tod tc po.rticipn.te. ··~c cnly ha.vc c. sn..'\ll staff n.t the present 

tir.ic. -::c hn.vc not yet ::i.ssonblod n. t;rcup cf bi0locists. · :o hn.ve t0 ho.vo 

time tc do this• 

THHSMCTERz Our fundmnonb.l purpose is to provide fncilitios fer tho use 

of tho public in this whole region. Coopor~tion betv;oen this ins ti tutkn 

and o.11 tho rcsoo.rch institutions in this area. is ru-.tural n.nd is ccnton-

plo. tod. 

QUIBTION: Tho m torfals '"hich you vrill need fr~n tino tc. ti1'10, vrill ycu 

bo flying n.ny of theo in? DC' you cc-ntcr.1plato using }fac.1~rthur Field? 

THIIBl..ill'YER: Th.~t is u little difficult tC' predict. I sec nc rc::i.scn 
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why wo should net de thn.t. 

QUESTION: Hn.vo c..ny plr..ns been no.do? 

THIESMEYER: Mot spocificn.lly. If we need mtorfals in n. hurry, vm will 

o.sk for ship:::icnt by n.ir freight just o.s any ~;thor orgunizn.ticn ;:tlcht do. 

QUI:ETIOMs ·.Jia.t nrrn.ngoncnts will bo r.in.dc hero fer foreign scientists to 

cor.i.o and study? 

THHSMEYER: That question involves tho policy of tho 1:..t0nic I::ncrgy 

Comr.dssion Which will govern our oporn.tions • ~-:-o vdll certo.inly vrclconc 

oxchl:l.nGo of infcrnn.ti0n c.nd pcrscnncl1 if this is pcssiblo. 

QU:ES T ION: ·.-.bn. t is tho s i tun. ti on a. t tho pres ont tino on eraployr.1on t? .Aro 

you short of personnel hero? 

THIZSMEYER: Mr. Swnrt, Chief of our Personnel Division• is on my l;ft 

o.nd co.n tell you whnt the situc.tion is in that regard. 

S-:-i"ART: ~le a.re not short en then, but wo n.rc nr,t long on then either. 

Fundrunontn.lly our policy is going to be to hire ovorybody we ca.11 frnn the 

locn.l a.ran. -:-:o don't wunt to incrcn.sc the housing problon. If we were 

to bri!lf; in everybody fro:ra outside, we would. -.. c wn.nt to use locn.l people 

so fn.r n.s possible• Our scientific stn.ff vrill undoubtedly cone frcr.1 

outside. I have been encouraged by tho typos of people vrc hn.ve boon able 

to got so fnr. There n.ro not raillions of jobs n.vniln.blo; but n.s wo 

grow we arc going to noed more pocplo and I think we will be nblo to 

hire most of thco locally, outside of the scientific stnrr. 

QUESTION: In wha.t cnpo.city would raost of thoo be hired locally? 

s-:-.Il.RT: Clerks, typists and stonogrc.phors, to n. certain extent. ..o 

nro going to fill in the ndministro.tivo stn.ff, a.nd we vtill nood rnchinists, 

tochnicin.ns -- n geed mn.ny of these pocplo with some basic trQininb cn.n 

be trnined further nnd wo intend tc hl:l.vo ~ training program to train them. 
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-:ic will need mD.intcnr.nco pcrscnnol, some ;;un.rds o.nd firefichtcrs. '..-c c.lrcn.dy 

ho.vc n stnff of fircfibhtors o.nd of Guo.rds o.nd there is r:. possibility we 

mo.y need more. These needs n.ro going to dcvolcp c.s we t;rcw. ..c r:.rc 

ccmrni ttcd to a. pc.Hey of usint; locrLl people if we possibly can. I con 

sec no reason why we can't i;ot tho r.i.n.jcrity ,,f our ncn-scicntific stn.ff 

within a. ro.dius of 25 or 30 miles. 

THIIB1lEYER: Look:i.ng forwn.rd into tho future, since one of the fundaraontn.l 

purposes is to train young scientists, there no..y be co.re ors right here o..t 

Brookhaven for ymmg pccplo frcn this n.rea. i;Jh.o take their degrees in 

science o.t pn.rticipo.ting universities or elsewhere. 

QUIBTION: Arc there ether research centers such n.s this nnynhero in the 

ccuntry? 

THIESMEYER: Ono in the Chico.co o.rcn., ,i.rg<'nno Ln.bcro.tory, one in Berkeley, 

o.nd a.nether osta.blishcd n.t Clinton o.t Oo.k Ridge. 

QUESTION: Arc they cf this size o.nd dcinr; tho sc:..':lo thin;? 

THIESHEYDR: Mr. Kelley, do you wish to ccr:ir..ont en this? 

KELLEY: They niGht be ccr:rpo.rn.blo in size, but their cbjoctives >.rill be 

different. 

QUD3TION: How did you happen to choose this pbco, been.use it vms remote? 

KELLEY: Beer.use it vm.s o.vo.iln.blc. 1~ specific inspection vms nndc en tho 

o.vaila.bili ty of just who.t vro needed. -.-c nic;ht hn.vo selected o.ny of sover:'.l 

locutions in this genero.l territory. 

QUESTION: On the prcgr:m hero, vr.i.11 infcrmtion be o.vo.il::tblo frcn tine 

to tine? 

THIES:IBYER: .. o hcpe that uo~t of the vmrk we do will be o.vo.ilo.blc to tho 

gcncro.l public o.nd vrc h::·pe to have noetint;s just like this tn v.rhich rcpre ... 

sentc,tivcs cf the press n.re invited tc ccr:le and c'.iscuss ...-lith us our 
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progress a.nd cur pla.ns• 

QUESTION: To whc.t extent will thc;i project bo solf-contn.inod a.s to services? 

s~·.:iRT: Thero won 1 t be n.ny such thing n.s la.undrics·, bnkcrios o.ncl butcher;.. 

shops. -.~o a.re not gcing tc hn.ve pccplo living here. ·:o don't wo.nt n. 

lo.borntory town. ..c a.re net going ~to run fn.cili tics such o.s you wculd 

find on a. no.vo.l er a.my insta.lln.ticn. .o :r.in.y use tho loco.l lnundrics 

for, mn.ybo, scrae ovornit;ht GUOSt pla.ccse The ca.fetcria. opera.tors will 

use suppliers. They 'vill got thoir·mcnt n.nd groceries fron outside• They 

won't hnve everything right on the n.roo.. 

QUESTION: To who.t extent will you give cut subc~ntrn.cts to loca.l.indus-

tries? l:.4n.chine shops a.nd tho like, if n.ny? 

BORST: I hnvo locked intc thn.t o. little bit urcund here and I will 

sn.y tho.t o.ny r.nchinc shcp ca.po.ble c,f doing tho ·work is t;oini:; to got the 

job• Those c.rc specin.l jcbs -- high-prccisLn instrULlent-ma.kor '~ jobs. 

:-:o prefer dcing a. job nca.r us rn.thor thn.n send it rff to Illinois, for 

cxo.nplo. 

QUESTION: Thero •vill probably be quite a. fe"il trn.nsicnt visitors -- a.re 

there ony hotel provisions hero? 

THI:ES1IBYER: There a.re fa.cilitics here n.t tho site fer cvcrnight cuests 

which i;rl.11 be a.ctivo.ted. · .. a expect to have a cccd i:u:1.ny visitors C',uring 

the sunnor, cspccia.lly, visiting scientists with r,.nd without their 

,: fonilios. 

QUE3TION: They vrl.11 n.11 be ta.ken ca.re 0f o.t the ba.se? 

THIEENEYER: Only o. rela.tively sna.11 nur:tbor co.n be. ..o '7ill hn.vc to depend 

on hotels in the nciGhborhood tc help cut in o.ccor.10cdo.tinG our v~sitors• 

(iUISTION; ·:.111 the site be protected in o.ny ether vmy tho.n "by guo.rdd 

Do you need c.. fence ::i.nund it to keep cut trospnssors? 

THIESMEY:il: I don't lmcw cf c.ny roo.scn ·.-1hy n.dliti<na.l protection shruld be 

~·· 
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necess:ll'y1 ...-:o vli.11 protect Goverru..1ont property in the sro:to no.nnor a.s it 

ha.s been done durin;; nnd. since tho wnr. 

QUESTION: Is there c.ny pa.rticula.r rca.son why tho bic eyclotrcn is r;cinc 

to be loca.ted en tho side of a. hill?' 

LIVINGSTON: Just fer the proper ha.ndline of tho shieldinb of personnel 

froo ra.dia.ticn. Pcrscnnol vrho n.rc (;Cing to hn.ncllc tho rn:ichino, tho rnin-

tonancc a.n~ opera.tine persrnnol, must be protected a.dcqua.tcly. They a.re 

tho ones noa.rby. If they a.re protected properly, ncbcdy a.t granter 

distance cn.n bo in dn.nGor. This is dcnc by burying tho :r.in.chine in a. hill. 

QUESTION: How wine is tho ro.dius cf ra.dioa.ctivity? 

LIVINGSTON: In tho cyclotron it wculd be rola.tivoly uninpcrta.nt, not 

obsorva.blo a.t nny considora.ble dista.ncos. I think tha.t Dr. Borst ha.s 

nlrca.dy cutlincd the r:cthods cf c~ntrclling th.~t in the pile. 

QUESTION: Fer tho present you nill i;ct y'.'ur electric power f'rcn wha.t 

utility? 

LIVINGSTON: The Lene Isla.nc LiGhtinc Ccopa.ny. 

QUISTION: Ul tino.tcly will you be cenera.tine yi--ur icvm povror hero? 

BORST: l.1.tor.U.c pov1cr. 

QUIBTION: 1 .. s I undcrsta.nd it, yr-u vrn.nt tc mkc the le::'.St ~o"unt of 

hocus-poous secrecy c.bout your prcjcct here. This is tc be just a.nether 

resca.rch orga.niza.ticn, built a.s nny ether university oicht be? 

THIES?AEYER: ".70 hope there will be a. oinimun of security restrictions 

nnd corta.inly no hocus-pocus ~bout it. 

Althcush I knew you h~vo ether quosticns1 I believe wo nust ccnsif.er 
I 

this ccnfcrcncc adjourned. Tho bus tc ta.kc press rcprescnt~tivcs to 

Pn.tchobuo is scheduled tr. lonvo in just a few oinutcs. ·.:c a.re pleased that 

ycu c~~c a.nd hnvc boon sc. keenly intcrcstoc in this prrjoct. .o hope to 

ha.vc ycu nll with us a.ca.in sc:-:n ::'.nd repor1.toc',ly ::i.s we c:;rcw. This is ycur 

.y. 
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Laboratory n.nd we want you tc fool at hcnc hero. I an sorry that this 

scssicn oust be abbrovia tod, but I assure ycu th:..1.t this is .-;nly tho 

first in a series cf opportunities for ycu tc neat with us and ask quos-

tions about us. , 

- - - - - ~ - - - - - -
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