. .
BROOKHAVEN NATIONAL LABORATORY
. A 03 a

RECORD OF SUPPLETNT.RY PRESS COWFLRENCT

,40
é}\ FOR i0NG ISLAND EDITORS
Fobruary 28, 1947 \V‘Z/

Participants: Dr. Lincoln R. Thicsmecycr, BExcecutive issistant to the
Dircctor, Brockhaven National Leboratoery, Chairmang
Dr. Lylec B, Borst, Lcader of the Pile Project, Brockhaven
Naticnal Laboratory; Dr. M. Stanloy Livingston, Loader
of thc Cyclotron Projcst, Brockhaven Naticmal Laboratory;
Mr. Lawrcnce R, Swart, Chicf of the Porsonncl Division,
Brookhaven National ‘Laboratory; ire. We E, Kcllcy,
hcting Managor, Atonmic Encrgy Cormission, Madiscen Squarc
Arca; and G, DLdword Pundeny, Public Rclations Consultant
for Breckhaven Notional Laboratorye.

PENDRAY: Since Dr. Horsc and the Trustoes have hod tc locave for thoir
mecting, Dr. Linccln R, Thicsmoyer, Exccutive <issistant to the Dircector,
will scrve as Choirmon of this portion of tho press cenferences Dr.
Thicsncyor,

THIESHMEYER: Inasruch as thc overall purpescs and geoncrol plons of the
Brockhaven Laboratcry have been covered at scrme length in the session
that preceded this, I belicve it is unnccessary for mc to 2dd any intro-
ductory corments. I, thorcforc, weclecme your quosticns and will refer
then tc mombcrs>of cur staff who have remainced as a panel to assist nme
in answering them.

QUESTION: Why docsn't the Laberatery medify scme of the barracks herc
at the camp to proevide housing fer its staff?

THIZSMEYER: 4 plen for doing sc is under ccnsideration at present, This
is aimed, hcwever, at prc%iding only tomporary hcusing tc casc tho
situaticn until mwre permancnt housing is available, perhaps threugh a
ccnstruction pregron of s*mé scrt in the surrcunding cermuniticse The
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Laboratcry is omxicus, hcwever, to aveid building a city here at the site.
We want to convert this intc a university typc cf atmosphere and to
oncourage our staff tc find hcmes in the ncighbering cormunitics, just

as thcy would arcund a large university.

QUESTION: Is therc gring tc be cny danger frem radicactivity in the
ncighborhecd?

THIESHMEYER: No.

QUESTION: Hasn't tco much beon said cn this alrcady?

THIESMEYER: Ovcrceriphasis is worsc than ncthing ot alle But it certainly
is not amiss tc point out that in the opcraticns of the Laberatery we
oxpcet to take all the nccessary precautions, net ~nly tc protecet ocur

own staff, but all the pceple in the surrcunding torritory.

QUISTION: That arc the possible dangers of radicactivity to pcoplce?
BORST: You have scon at Blkini what cne might say is a pcssible danger.
The underwntor cxplcsicn at Bikini produccd the maximun -- the ncst difficult
problom. At this laberatory there will be no cenparcble situnticne o
will ecnfine all active materials which arc preduced until we arce able to
disposc of thonm withcut possibly injuring the surrounding ceorrmunitics,
QUESTION: Will you stcrec them?

BORST: For a considerablc poriode

QUEZSTION: Therc is nc danger in that?

KELLEY: I would likc tc¢ add a word therec. Dr. Borst frightened me whon
he startedrtalking about Bikini. Wo arc not dealing herc with cxplesivo
natorials., We arc cxperinmenting with all types of materials, but there isg ee=
QUISTION: All the clements will nmet be herc that wore at Bikini?

KECLLEY: Not in the ferms nceded in order tc crecote an cxplosion.

QUISTION: Is the product you will make here of an cxplesive naturc?
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KELLEY: ©Nc, we arc nct playing with oxplosivese I wish thc.point hadn't
come upe. It is vory rencte from the work tc be doene here, -

BORST: Ve arc doing fundamental rescarche. Uc arc planning to usc o
nuclcar reactor (or pile) that centains scme «f the materials which
under special prccesses can be mxde intc a bembe Vo arc nct noking bombse -
Yic arc not prcecssing mntorials in the manmer nccessarye Tc never have
any intcenticn of doing sos At Ook Ridge, at Hanfeord, Yashington and

at Chicago normal insurance rates prevail. ™o oxpoct the same to be truc
at Breckhaven. This is not o hazardcus cccupation.

QUESTION: The work was cconducted with censiderable socrocy at Oak Ridgo. -
That would prevent the infermaticn fronm geing to insuronce companicss
BORST: That is incerrccte The insurance cempanics have net changed
their peclicy sincc the cnd of the ware There is ne huazardous cecupatien
conneccted with this werk.

QUESTION: Outsido <f any chenical laberatery?

BORST: Nct cven a chemical laberatcry.

QUESTION: +ill ycur werk affect radic rocepticn in this aroa?

BORST: It wen't affoct radio reecpticn. |

QUESTION: Will it affecct the notural drinking wmoter?

BORST: No sire

QUISTION: Till it affcet the fishing industry?

BORST: No.

QUESTION: T1ill it affoct the agriculturcl industry?

BORST: No, Ue arc investigating all ~f thesc things. o arc going to
spend a lot cf mency tc find cut safe metheds fer handling the nmaterials.
e assure you that we are =-=-

QUISTION: ill therc be any censcership impescd herc?



BORST: Only military.

PENDRAY: Ycu mean cnly on natters ~f a military maturce -

KELLLY: Sinco sc much ~f the basic informnticn was develcped during

the war cn the Honhattan project, thesc pecplc hero will nced a lot of
that informaticn. It is gtill sceret infermation, Ve will make it
available to them for their usce Thore will always be censorship eon
these thingse But as to what we aro doing horc, I &on't forcsce any
censorship.

QUESTION: In linc with the confeorence before -- arc thore any nodical .
roscarch mon on the staff?

TBIDSMIYCR: Nct as yote Thore will be. Tc coxpect to activate o Depart-
nont of Modicgl Rosearch, ‘

QUISTION: Is the Carncgic Institution, Ccld Spring Harbor, cne of tho
laboratorics working with you cn the biclogicnl ongles?

BORST: T have alrcady contacted scric ¢f the biclogical instituticns in
the vicinitye. 'c will ccntact mere of thems Ccld Spring Harbor, Ticcds
Holo, the Burcau of Fisheries at Now Lendon and varicus cther institutions
will be invited tc participatcs “¢ cnly haove o snall staff ot the prosont
timce “'c have not yet assombled a greup cof biclogists, Uo.havc to have
time tc do this,

THIESMLYER: Our fundamontal purposc is to provido facilitics fer the usc
of tho public in this whclc regions Cooperation botweoon this institutien
and all the rescarch institutions in this arca is notural and is conton-
plated.

QUISTION: The mterials which you will nced fron time to time, will you
bo flying any of thoem in? Dc you centemplate using Macirthur Ficld?

THIESMEYER: That is a little difficult tc predict. I sce nc reoascn
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why wo should nct de thats

QUESTION: Have any plans been nmado?

THIESMEYCR: Not specificallys. If we neced moterials in a hurry, we will
ask for shipment by air freight just as any cther organization night doe
QUISTION: ‘hat arrangements will be made herc for forcign seientists to
cone ond study?

THISCSMEYER: That question invelves the pelicy cof the Atenic Inergy
Commission which will govern cur operations, ‘e will certainly wclcorc
oxchonge of infermation and perscmmel, if this is pessiblos

QUESTION: That is the situation at the proscnt timc con employnent? Arc
you short of perscnnel herc?

THIEZSMEYER: Mre Swart, Chief of our Poerscomncl Division, is on my 1»ft
and can tell you what thc situction is in that regoarde

STi4RT: e arc not short con them, but we arc nst long on them eithor,
Fundamontally our pclicy is geing to be tc hirc cvorybody we can frem the
local arcaes ¢ dontt ﬁunt tc increasc the housing probleme If we were
to bring in everybody from outside, we woulde .¢ want to use local pcople
so far as possiblee Our scicntific staff will undoubtedly cone fren
outsides I have beon encouraged by the types of pcople we have beon able
to get so fare There arc not millions of jobs available; but as we

grow we arc going to need moro pecple and I think we will be able to

hire most of them locally, outside of the scicntific staffs

QUESTION: In what capacity would most of them be hired locally?

START: Clerks, typists and.stcnographors, to a certain oxtents “c

are geing to fill in the administrative staff, and we will nced machinists,
technicians -~ a gecd mony of these éecple with scme basic training can

be trained further and we intend tc have 2 training pregram to train theme
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vie will nced mointenance perscmncl, scme guards and fircfightcrs.‘ e alrcady
have o staff of fircfightors and of gucrds and therc is o pessibility wo
may nced more, These nceds arc going to develcp as we grocWe € are
ccmmitted te a pelicy of using local pcople if we possibly cane I can
scc no reascn why we can't got the majcrity ~f cur ncnescicntific staff
within a radius of 25 or 30 milos.
THIZSUEYER: Looking forward into the future, since one of the fundamental
purposcs is to train young scicntists, thorc moy be carcers right hore at
Brookhaven for young pecple frem this arca who take their degrees in
scicnce at participating universitics or clscwherc,
QUESTION: Arec therc cther rescarch centers such as this anywhcrc in the
ccuntry?
THIESMCYER: One in the Chicage area, argenne Laberatory, one in Berkeley,
ond another established at Clinten at Ock Ridges
QUESTION: Arc theoy cf this size and deing the scme thing?
THIGSMEYCR: IHr. Kcllcy, do you wish tc ccrmont cn this?
KBLLEY: Thoy night be comparablo in sizc, but their cbjoctives w&ll be
difforonte
QUESTION: How did ycu happen to chocsc this place, because it wias remote?
KELLEY: Becausc it was availablee A specific inspceticn was nmade cn the
availability of just what we ncededs c night havo scleeted any of scveral
locations in this gencral territerye.
QUESTION: On the prcgran here, will infcormation be available from time
tc time?
THILSIEYER: ¢ hope that nost of the work we do will be availablo to the
general public and we hope to have meeotings just like this tr which repre-

sentatives of the press arc invited to come and discuss with us our
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progress and cur plansws

QUESTION: To what oxtent will tho prejoct be sclf-contained as to scrvices?
STiRT: There won't be any such thing as laundriesy bokerics and butcher-
shops. ¢ arc not geing tc have poecple living herc. ‘e don't want o
laboratory tewne. .0 arc nct going :to run facilitics such as you weuld
find cn a naval cr arnmy installatiép. "¢ may usc the local laundrics

for, maybe, some overnight gsucst placess The cafotc}ia operators will

usc supplicrs. Thoy will got their meat and grocerics from cutsidecs They
won't have everything right on the arca,

QUESTION: To what oxtont will you give cut subcentracts tc local indus-
tries? lachinc shops and the like, if ony?

BORST: I have locked intc that a little bit arcund horc and I will

say that any machine shcp capable of doing the werk is geing tp get the
jobe Thosc arc spocial jobs -- high-prceisicn instrument-mckor's jobse

we prefer deing o job noar us rather than scnd it <f£f to Illincis, for
cxanplce.

QUESTION: Therc will probably be quitc a few transicnt visitors -- arc
there any hotel provisions here?

THIESMEYER: There are facilitics here at the site for cvernight guests
which will beo activateds ..¢c cxpoct to have a rcod mony visitors curing
the sumnmer, espocially, visiting scicntists with and without their
families,

QUESTION: They will all bo taken care of at the baso?

THIESMEYER: Only a rclatively small number can bee 7o will have to depond
en hotels in the neighborhood te help cut in aceormcdating our visitorse
QUESTION: *ill thc sitc be protocted in any cther way thon by guirds?

Do you nced o fenee arcund it‘to kcep cut trespasscrs?

THIESMEYZR: I don't knew cf any reascn why adliticnal protection shruid be
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nccessarys .0 will prctcet Government preperty in the some nonnor as it
has been dono during and since the ware
QUESTION: 1Is there any particular rcason why the big eyclotren is geing
to be loeated cn the side of a hill?

LIVINGSTON: Just fcr the propor handling of tho shiclding of perscnncl
frem radiaticne Porscnncl who are geing te handle the machine, the nain-
tocnance and operating persenncl, must be prctccted adequatelye. They arc
tho ones ncarby. If thoy arc protected properly, ncbedy at greater
distance can be in dangere This is dene by burying the machine in a hill.
QUESTION: How wide is the radius cf radicactivity?
LIVINGSTON: 1In the cyclotren it wculd be relativoly unimpertant, not
obsorvable ot any considorablc distances. 1 think that Dr, Borst has
alrcady cutlined the methods of erntrelling that in the pilo.
QUESTION: For the prescent you will get your clectric pewer fren what
utility?
LIVINGSTON: Thc Leng Island Lighting Cenmpany.
QUISTION: Ultimately will you be generating your ~vm power hore?
~ BORST: Atomic powers
QUESTION: 4s I understand it, you want te rake the least amcunt of
hocus~-pocus sccrecy cbout your preject horce This is te be just ancther
roéoarch erganizaticn, built as any cther university miéht bc?
THIESMEYER: 7o hope there will be o minimum of sccurity rostrictions
and cort;inly no hocus=pocus chout ite

Altgcugh I know you have other quosticns, I beolicve we rmust censidor
this conference adjcurncd. The bus tc take press reopresentatives to
Patchoguo is scheduled tc leave in just o fow minutese ¢ a2ro plcascd that
ycu come and have boeen sc kconly interested in>this prejects .0 hope to

have ycu all with us again scon and repeatedly as we jrewe This is your
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Laboratory and we want you tc fcel at heme heree I am serry that this
sessicn nust beo abbreviated, but I assurc ycu that this is ~nly the
first in a scries of opportunitics for you tc mect with us and ask ques-

ticns about use .
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