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Commission, Supporting Half of the Research in U.S., *
Experiments at Ock Ridge With Effects on Mice

By Thomas R, Henry
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This point has been raised in|
respect to posslble mutations.
which are. expegted to result|
from increase in the earth's re- |
_ | sidual radicactivity, combined
with preservation of somewhat
unfit. lines due to advances In
mbdical acience. It generally is

1 always the possibility that one
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There is & relatively new doc-
frine in the science of genetics
known as the “selective advan-

tage of hetrogygotes,” Dr. Green
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ence at the National Institutes
of Heslth at Bethesds in re-
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Robert Cook, editor of the Jour-
g Dl Of Genetics.
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numbers of “deer At least partly as a result of
mice,” curious, human-acting this came a speeding up of evolu-
litle animals who collect all tion and the appearance of the
sorts of things in thelr nests. remole ancestors of all the mam-
Around the farm Dr. Blair has mal species known on earll; to-
piaced pesting boxes. The pack day Then came the first dog-
mice tend to take these over, like creatures an the way to be-
rather than butld thelr own coming doas wnd the fii-!
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would entail an equally heavy
price from future generations.
Competent sclentists who feel

T that an increase of mutations

will be advantageous appear to
be few and far between, al-
though there 15 much disagree-
ment as to preclse effects.

The attitude of the Atomle
Energy Commission Is to get as
much objective evidence as pos-
sible upon which sound opinions
may be based, but without much
hope of actually settling the
problem.
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