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Sir: 

It is with ral~tion to the reports in the newspapers of 
the lust dr;;,ys, especially the 1''.evr ::.ark 'l'iTies of this morning 
with the hes.dline:1:ucle~r ciownt: our hit ship during test at iJikini 
Rn<i that " .::,d il.riericans a.nd 236 resider~ts of r &c:.fic :!_sl~mds 
were "unoxp ectedly exposed to sor.ie r"-di"_tion 11 that I take the li
be1~ty to nde__ross you '1.g:dn respectfully. 

In the 1~.J'.'.Tiries report F,t the end of it h; said:'=.'hey vrers 
the rosµl t of contact vritt:. the &shes and slow exposure." nnc'. ate 
the injur•ed fishermen is said.: "Hone are in .::.angerous cor..C..i t ion ~-~
p r•rently.l.·r.I.lasao '1

1suzuki so.id tho men hHd suffered fron-:. secor;L'.. r 
radi".tion burns. ~'he others ••• hvci. sv!ellings of the hmic.s fifif,_ Dr:-: 
as v:ell as f Hlling ha.ir·'· In f'r'. c'thur psrt of t.he report iE: s1~okf 
of '1 atomic p nrtic~es ". 

'J.iheso lncidconts rnudo rce point again to "' corresponc.er:ce l h~c. 
the honour to havo vri th you,,;.,r.lunham and l.·r.hebel of ycur Con
mission. 

:~n :Cds lBttcr to ne of July lo,1~53 Lr.Lunham 1urote: 
1; 'l'he radioiodine relensed at the time of atomic explosions 

does not ap:- ear to bo a lirciting factor as far as th0 hazG.rci 1"··:-
rndioactive f F.tlJ.out is cor.cerned. 'l'he actual amot~t of iouinc 

rele£.s ed in to the &.ir is diluted to ins ignif icrcnt qu01t i tiE·s ~'1~c, 
tlw st:,r.ci..point of ths· ph:;·siolo[ical e1'1'ects of iodine b:- thu t::.:-_'c 
it reaches tl-'.0 ground outsido tho ir:rediate test aret:.o 11 

~-;r.l:ebol vrrit:..nt; to ne ir1 the absence of .:Jr.r.unhs.n1 at r..-UlJ- ~ 1 / , .. ~. 
st' id: 11 In order t:tat no ;:~ues s v:ork bo involved in ens we ring your 
letter I hi-,vo taken your~letter to one of our physiclsts anC. he 
assures me that tho best of r,10C.ern science anc_ the cor:.plete kno·::· 
ledge of what we know todoy nbout atomic explosions a0.1...s ur; to 
this.::c;ven ;.::Lero ioc!.ir..e_' mir;Lt Lio" he&vy 1 ir~ the ::;.ir before En ate· 
;;iic explosion, th:.s iodine', over: i!f son.e of it were mac.le rr.ciiosct :.· 
by ar.. oxplosion,v:oulu not cor.stitute ~ ff'~ctual holilth hs.zard. ,_3 

you rr,ey knov1, this study of f r.llout is bt-inL v.rorked upon by some 
300 of the best brains of thj_s country involving physicists, biopL· 
cists and nedic~l ~en;, 

As I r1-:i Gines 10:7,1 ~t''. _..,,.:_:1r: the iodine content of the ::..ir,its in
fluence on people sensitized b:' thyroid glBnd h;rperfunction anu ;:.: 
ref ore its ir1portance in rel et.ion to the intake of ioo.ized 3&1 t =: 
wns t~yir..; since 1947 as outlined 



IN REPL~ 
R E F" E: R TC: 

ORDNANCE CORPS 

PICATINNY ARSENAL 
DOVER. NEW JERSEY 

p. ~ 

to ~'OU ~'.1~c tl10 tv:o gcctlHr::en r..ent:.cneci ebove th:..s m)' ::._n-
t ures t boc Cci~C more nc tu.1?.l ir.:. rulation to r:: o s s i.ble l'LG ~ o&c t::. ·;:..tic;. 
o!:' Io6.i!'le contnined ir:. tl-:e nir d.n::: j_ts LliL', rer:t cor..cc.~Ltr&t.::..cr:.. 
in n2ri t:.~·;~2 or cor:tin.:;r.t~-1 clinate cr..use:C. t;/ :~n:I t· tor.1ic Lo:::b 0:_:::..c 
s iono r -r1f'<)111 t 1.J.r_c t 1._) l ~,r =- hn v e 1 n t tl:G o~- l-- 01~tun2. t:;.:- t c f' l-·oc. :.~:-=.:: c.. ir.. ~--~-~. ;:: ~
e_x~mir.a ti on:1 an.Li :rcsenrchcs wnich even. tc6..a~- h:;;.ve 'Lt ;,..;<-~en :.<<~>..:. 

'.Lho rGcGnt =..r:cici.::r.ts cr.usoc.l by r&uj_o-uctiv.r ... ted r:c~tter ·.:hie~~ iL :c .. 
public&tions is rLt~or intist:..r:.ctly cuslsr:.~ted 8s' r~~io-~c~~v0 
f&J_::_ out 1

' or 8tonic pEr~icl1? orn~itordc r .. sP,esn ·:;itll injur2.u.s 
28 .C\2::ericnns a.nc ::..,;)b resiC.cnts of • acittic 1.sl811Cis sr_oulc:. giv,:, ~ 

very ir::portr:nt or:cortunity to Fnalyse which kin.a. of rad.ic-ac-'ci':~,: 
matrer hes brou~)1t nbout these injuries as th·:::se :,G4 ~:ierEons I i..:2-
li:?Ve are unC..er mec~icP.1 c::ire &nd observation of' physicirns sr.c..:. ~~;:· 
sic is ts connnc ted ·:1:. th your Coi"r'iss ion. It is my strong belief tn:.: -
redio activ~ted Iodine fro~ tho air is ~ very inportant fnctor iL 
those unexi:::.ected Gvc:nts c~n-:.t re2u ec tfull v I reo oiot to JOU r~:.- PL ,:,: -
tho.t scion~ific analysis of the: air, the" marit-ime as v1ell as i::h(; '.' 
tinentFl one sl:.oul~- f~_nc. the: attention und tl.:.o rl(:termin£•.tlon o:· r: 
sci nntific branches of the ned :i.co-biolot;:!.c 2.l dcv12rtment s or ;,-Cler 
Co:·.:'tis s ion. 

I woul· l b(: vor"_;- r:mch oblis0d if I \·:o11lc. be f'urnishec. 7~.~~L 
res~l ts of such .resoarchos enc. [.n oxr-: lani.:.;.t~_on vrhF t is ~)_r_d.::~r~ l c ~:... 
by: atomic .. Hshes as no burnings in tho air took pl ~;.c e or b7,- Lt(.: :c 
particles irn:olvint:; that something grossly visible lil:e snm; er 
ra:'...ndrops m::rc cominG c.ovm chr..rgeG. ;'li th :ato:mic rernnUlts or ,'.~~. c .::r 
what ·Nould nlso :::.een radioncti vrtion of some contents of tLe f..,ir 
which cRn be rnd~o&ctivEted en~ aggin this.seems to me points ~rr 
ly to Iodine as the crest c:st ccnteri.t of' tbe atmos~here ir. OIT~ L.'...l. 

substencos or m1~-.:i1•t_:nnic substnnces ;,..err.1f<_nently sus;:enc.:.~G. iL -:t .. 2 .- . 
mo sphere. 

I think tr~is .-.-holP ,il:estion is of ut.rr.ost inportsnce for pr,,v.<~'._ 
ve nof'suro to be trkon by the Civil ~~ifense v-1hich .s.re now not -,-- · 
sting. 

I. RJ' = a.ci.d ns a mea.icril :n9ll and slii:;htly experienced. iL +-' ":-: 
cf rBdi.onctlvo. injuries as Xrnys ... Fd.iu::i Gtc.th.Ht in my opinlc1-;_ -~i.. 

stntomont of' :l'.one are in d::.:nccrous conc~ition,flfilarently. r: ot: =-·)'. 
is very i;romatv .. re 0speci::i1Jy :in r1::l~tion to the repo1,.,ted :s~:::;~ i~,-:-;:~:s 
of swollen 112.r_,_ds 21:::, €.rms &.n: f~l1inE; hairs vrhich ~pr.esrin~; il: ::;;. 
a ~hort ti:r10 after the exposure nre sicns of u very sev:sre l::.~ ;:;.: 
and that tb9reforc: th8 :;:irognosis of the recovery of these ;,,1<'..~::."~·' .. 
2;.J f::.s~~crnon is ver:i- ,-:ubious if not absolutely unfHvorubleo 
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