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Sir:
It 1s with relstion to the recorts in the newspspers of

the last dsys,especislly the New :ork Times of this morning

with the headline:liuclesr cownpour hit ship during test at bikini
and thet " <8 Americans snd 256 residents of racific islands

were "unoxpcectedly exposed to some radiation” that I take the 11-
berty to address you again respectfullye.

In the LeYsTimes report at the end of 1t is sald:They wer:c
the result of contact with the ashes and slow exposure." ~nc sbc
the injured flshermen is saild:'"lone are in cangerous ccncition si
parently.lreliasac Tsuzukl ssid the men hsd suffered from seconcir
radistion burns.The others ... heG swellings of the hands sno crn
as well as falling hsir“e In sn other psrt of the report 1ls spokc
of "atomic particles',

Phese Incidents made rie polnt asgein to & corresponcence [ lLoC
the hornour to have with you,lre.lunham and lr.lebel of ycur Com=-
mission,

n nis letter to me of July 1lo,1¢53 Lr.lunhem wrote:

" The raedioiodine released at the time of atomic explcsions
does nct apjear to be & liniting factor as fzr as the hazsrd 1o
radiocactive fallout 1s corcernedeslhe actusl smount of iodcine
reileesed into the slr is diluted to insignifilicent quentities fro
the stencpoint of the phrsiclegicel effects of iodine by tho o
it reaches the ground outside the irredlste test areeo’

Lreliebel writing to me in the absence of Lre.iunham et culy &',
seid:" In order thst no suess work be involved in enswering your
letter I heve taken your letter to one of our physiclsts anc he

ssures me that the best of mocdern scilence anc the complete know-
ledge of what we know tedasy about atomic explosions aGis up to
thise.zven whoere fodine ﬂL)Lt be" heevy " In the sir before en atc-
mic ocxplosion,thls iodine, even 1£ some of it were mede radlicsctl
by an explosion,voula not constitute & fectual heslth hszarde :.s
you mey know,thils study of fsilout is being worked upon Ly some
300 of the best brains of this country involving physicists,biopi:
clsts and medicsl men:,

As I em sinco 1071 st ving the lodlne content of the «ir,its ino-

fluence on people sensitized by thyroid glend hyperfunction and .
rerore its Irportance in relstion to the inteke of lodized sult &

was tryins since 1947 as outlined in my les
uter
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to vou anc tiwe two gentlernen menticned sbove this my in-
e more actuel in relation to possible redlioactivetici
ontained in the alr snc its aii . rent concoentratlion

PO 0

in naritine or contincntal climate ceusca by =«ny ¢tomic Lomb zioic
slone.inforturetely I have'nt the opportunity te procoec in tiace
examirations and researchices whnlch even tccgy heve'lll voen ialce
ihe recent incicdents ceused by reaio-sctivated matter whici: In s.
publications i1g retiher Indistinetly cdesignoted fs‘r:di' ~sCTive
fgil out" or ' stomic pervicle or‘astomic ashes™ with injurics o0

28 Americans ana =36 residoents of . acifiic islanaa sio ouls Sive -

very Iirportsent oprortunity to snslyse which kina of racic-getivearl
matier hos brought about these injuries ss these 2064 persons L ce-

lizve are under medicel care and OOSQTVatLon of physicisns
siclsts connected with your Corrission.It is my strong belief
radicactiveted Iodine frorm the air is «© verv important factor
these unexpected events ond respectfully I yevﬂ"t Lo you iy sp. o .
thst sciontific anulysis of the air, tho marﬂtlne as well as tThe ¢
tinentsl one shoull r'inca the BLLOntion and thie dcterminstion

scientific branches of the medico-bicloglecal dcvertments of Jcur
Cormmissione

I woulit be very much obliged if I woulc be furnishea -
results of such resesarches ant &n oxplanstion whet ig ae

by:atomic ashes as no burnings in the air took plsce or Ly st lc
particles involving that sometliing grossly vielble lilze snow or
raindrops werc comlng cdown chzrgec with atom;c remnants or LUl
what would sglso meen radicactivetion of some contents of tiwe air
which can be radiosctivsted snc agsin this . secems to me points -¥v
1y to Iodine as the grestzst content of the atmosghere in orgeilc
substances or anorgrenic substances cermanently susgenced in zie
mozphere,

I think trhis whole juestion is of
ve mersure to be teken by the Civil
stinge

bay 2 aud as & mealcel man and slightly experiencec in bt ~7v
of radiloective injuries as Hrays *“aalum cte. thet in my opl ricn i
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statement of Ione are in dongerous coenal tlon,apyarently. atT

utmost irportance Ior prv.t

refensgse which &re now not

is very premature cspecially in relstion to the reported sympoome
of swollen hends and erms en. fslling halrs which zprearing 2

a short time efter the exposure are signs of 2 very sevsre
and that thereforc ths prognosis of the recovery of tnese
25 fishermen is very cublous 1f not absolutely unfavorable.

nccert the expression of my highest estecm.

ospectfully yours

velter r.oyp ank\,l, el e

)
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